Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on the 15th meeting of the Conference of Parties (COP15) to the Convention on Biological Diversity
1. Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 136(5) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure
2. Reference numbers: 2019/2824 (RSP) / B9-0035/2020 / P9_TA-PROV(2020)0015
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 16 January 2020
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)
5. Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution can be considered as a strong upbeat to the “super year for nature”. It covers aspects beyond the 15th Conference of Parties (COP15) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). It underlines the importance of biodiversity for society and economies and provides a thorough introduction to the political context, legal obligations and earlier and recent commitments notably in the 2019-2024 Commission’s political Guidelines which have announced an ambitious Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 as part of the European Green Deal and the intention for the EU to lead the world at CBD COP 15. The resolution asks for a new approach moving away from voluntary commitments to propose “an ambitious and inclusive Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 that sets legally binding targets for EU and Member States, including specific targets to reach at least 30% of protected terrestrial and marine areas and to restore at least 30% of degraded ecosystems at Union level by 2030”.
Considering the environmental emergency, the resolutions calls on the Commission to make nature protection and restoration a top priority in the European Green Deal alongside climate change. The crucial role of ecosystems for absorbing CO2 is recognised. The resolution states that biodiversity and healthy ecosystems are key to achieving the objectives of the Paris Agreement and strengthening the EU’s resilience and adaptive capacities to climate change and recalls the importance of developing and implementing nature-based solutions. The imminent impacts of climate change on the oceans and marine ecosystems are stressed and therefore the ocean is recommended to be one of the priorities for the Biodiversity Strategy.
The important role of mainstreaming biodiversity and of significantly increasing investment in conservation and restoration of biodiversity are stated.
6. Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission welcomes the European Parliament’s resolution as a useful contribution to the preparation of the EU position for CBD COP 15. As announced in the European Green Deal Communication, the Commission will present during the first half of 2020 a Communication on a new EU Biodiversity Strategy. The strategy will outline the EU’s position for CBD COP15, as well as proposals for EU commitments to address the main causes of biodiversity loss in the EU. It will take account of and reply to the various points raised in the European Parliament’s resolution.
Response to specific points of the resolution: 
In paragraph 4, the resolution calls on the Commission to make nature protection and restoration a top priority in the European Green Deal alongside climate change.
This is indeed the intention of the Commission as announced in the European Green Deal Communication.
Paragraphs related to a global post 2020 biodiversity framework
In paragraph 25 the resolution calls on the Commission and the Member States to strengthen the implementation mechanisms of the CBD and to actively pursue the development of ambitious legally binding targets, detailed timelines, clear performance indicators, tracking instruments and peer review/reporting mechanisms based on common standards – ideally in cooperation with sub-national governments – to ensure full transparency and accountability for the Parties and the overall effectiveness of the next Global Biodiversity Strategy plan. Paragraph 26 highlights the fact that an international framework in the form of a global legally binding agreement is needed to protect global biodiversity, to stop its current decline and to restore all aspects of biodiversity. Paragraph 28 calls on the Commission and the Member States to promote the definition of a new global goal to reverse the global biodiversity loss curve by 2030, to put nature on the path to regeneration for the benefit of all, and to contribute to the protection of biodiversity, the mitigation of and adaptation to climate change, the fight against desertification and land degradation and food security; calls for the EU to push for an increased level of ambition during the negotiations and potentially call for protecting half of the planet by 2050; is of the opinion that a clear global conservation objective for 2030 of at least 30 % of natural areas and the objective of restoring at least 30 % of degraded ecosystems that can be restored should be enshrined in the post-2020 framework, and that the EU should set similar objectives domestically.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Commission is advocating a new ambitious global framework with measurable targets for 2050 and 2030 and a substantially improved reporting, review and accountability mechanism under the CBD. Therefore, we fully support all efforts towards an ambitious outcome of the negotiations in the CBD COP 15.
Paragraph 29 underlines that international efforts and agreements will only be met if all stakeholders are actively involved; calls for the creation of a coalition of stakeholders, both from the private and public sectors, to deliver the post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework; points out the usefulness of the ‘Agenda of Solutions’ developed under the Paris Agreement in developing a positive agenda for all stakeholders relevant to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and calls for similar actions to be included in the post-2020 framework.
The Commission supports this request. At CBD COP 14 the Sharm El Sheikh to Kunming Action Agenda was launched. Since then, several action agendas, bringing together a broad range of stakeholders, are converging, including a coalition on Nature-based Solutions for Climate and the Business for Nature Coalition.
Paragraph 41 calls on the Commission and the Member States to promote the establishment of additional international financial mechanisms for biodiversity protection and conservation linked to the CBD while doing their utmost to mainstream biodiversity.
There is already a financial mechanism to the CBD, which is the Global Environment Facility. The Commission favours better and more efficient use of existing financial mechanisms, generating additional financial resources from all sources, without prejudice to the development of other mechanisms. The Commission fully agrees on the need to mainstream biodiversity.
Paragraphs related to the EU 2030 Biodiversity Strategy
Paragraph 31 urges the Commission to design a strategy that will address the main drivers of biodiversity loss, both domestically and worldwide. Paragraph 32 calls on the Commission and the Member States to ensure the consistency of the Farm to Fork strategy and the zero pollution ambition with the common agricultural policy post 2020, particularly with a view to reducing the use of pesticides.
The Commission intends to address these issues in line with the European Green Deal. Depending on the issues and objectives, various EU policies and instruments, including the Common Agricultural Policy, will be expected to contribute to achieve them.
Paragraph 34 calls for an EU-wide legally binding target to restore degraded habitats by 2030, through the restoration of natural forests, peatlands, floodplains, wetlands, biodiversity-rich grasslands, coastal zones and marine areas.
Effective restoration of degraded and carbon-rich ecosystems will be an important element of the new Biodiversity Strategy, as announced in the European Green Deal.
Paragraphs 46 to 53 on forestry, agriculture fisheries and soil underline the links with biodiversity and call on the Parties and the EU to make strong commitments on sustainable food systems and to financially support farming and forestry practices that are consistent with biodiversity targets. The Commission Communication ‘Stepping up EU Action to Protect and Restore the World’s Forests’ is recalled and the Commission is called to propose a comprehensive set of measures to reduce the EU's consumption footprint on land (including legislation).
The Farm to Fork Strategy, to be presented in spring 2020, will illustrate the objectives and actions necessary to secure a healthy and environmentally friendly food system. The strategy will combine both regulatory and non-regulatory initiatives to reach its objectives. The Common Agricultural Policy and the Common Fisheries Policy will be key tools to support the strategy. In particular, the Farm to Fork Strategy will have strong synergies and complementarity with the 2030 EU Biodiversity Strategy.
Forest ecosystems will be addressed in the 2030 EU Biodiversity Strategy and, building on it, the Commission will prepare a new EU Forest Strategy covering the whole forest cycle and promoting the many services that forests provide.
Paragraphs 54 to 57 on urban areas address the challenges linked to urbanisation and highlight their transformative role within the EU in terms of biodiversity. The Commission and the Member States are called to promote the incorporation and further integration of biodiversity and ecosystem functions in urban design, policy and planning while reducing carbon emissions and enhancing adaptation to climate change.
It is the intention of the Commission to include specific commitments and measures related to the need to address biodiversity in agriculture, forestry, marine and coastal ecosystems, freshwater and urban ecosystems in its Biodiversity Strategy Communication.
