


Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution
on the European Green Deal
1. Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 132(2) and (4) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure
2. Reference numbers: 2019/2956 (RSP) / RC-B9-0040/2020 / P9_TA-PROV(2020)0005
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 16 January 2020
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: N/A
5. Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The European Parliament’s resolution is its initial general reaction to the Commission communication on the European Green Deal. It follows a debate during the Parliament’s extraordinary plenary session of 11 December 2019. 
The resolution stresses the urgent need for ambitious action to tackle climate change and environmental challenges and welcomes the Commission’s communication on the European Green Deal. The resolution calls for the necessary transition to a climate-neutral society by 2050 at the latest and for this to be made into a European success story.
In parallel, the resolution argues that the Green Deal should be at the heart of Europe’s strategy for new sustainable growth, while respecting the earth’s planetary boundaries and it must aim for a prosperous, fair, sustainable and competitive economy that works for all, across all regions in Europe.
The resolution presents initial positions of the European Parliament on the various elements introduced in the Commission communication. This includes positions on:
· Increasing the EU’s climate ambition for 2030 and 2050
· Supplying clean, affordable and secure energy
· Mobilising industry for a clean and circular economy
· Accelerating the shift to sustainable and smart mobility
· From ‘Farm to Fork’: designing a fair, healthy and environmentally friendly food system
· Preserving and restoring ecosystems and biodiversity
· A zero-pollution ambition for a toxic-free environment
· Financing the European Green Deal and ensuring a just transition
· Mobilising research and fostering innovation
· ‘Do no harm’ – mainstreaming sustainability in all EU policies
· The EU as a global leader
The resolution recognises the Parliament’s institutional responsibility to reduce its carbon footprint, and proposes to adopt its own measures to reduce emissions. It also urgently calls on all the Member States to agree to a single seat for the European Parliament.



6. Response to the requests and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission: 
The Commission welcomes the Parliament’s resolution on the European Green Deal. The resolution is comprehensive and detailed, and offers strong support for an ambitious roadmap of measures to build a resilient society with sustainable jobs and economic growth for our citizens. The resolution emphasises the importance for the Green Deal to bring about a modern, resource-efficient and competitive economy where economic growth is decoupled from the EU’s greenhouse gas emissions, resource use and waste generation. It highlights the complex global challenges and the need for comprehensive responses that the European Green Deal should help deliver.
The Commission remains fully determined to deliver on the European Green Deal. The Commission Communication ‘Europe's moment: Repair and Prepare for the Next Generation’ (COM(2020)456) states that the European Green Deal is Europe’s growth strategy. It allows our economy to bounce back stronger and further forward than before. That is not only key to protect livelihoods in a healthy and cleaner future, but will also strengthen Europe’s competitiveness, resilience and position as a global player. To repair the short-term damage from the Covid-19 crisis in a way that also invests in our long-term future, the EU must now show clarity of purpose and certainty of direction through its policies. The Commission proposed a new recovery instrument, called Next Generation EU, within a revamped long-term EU budget. In total, this European Recovery Plan will put EUR 1.85 trillion to help kick-start the EU’s economy and ensure Europe bounces forward. Next Generation EU must drive Europe’s competitive sustainability. Public investments in the recovery should support the green transition and respect the green oath to ‘do no harm’. The priorities identified in the European Semester, National Energy and Climate Plans and Just Transition Plans should guide this investment, which should help the European Green Deal become a job-creating engine. This will be supported, amongst other things, by 25% of the EU budget spent on climate investments, a doubling of the Sustainable Infrastructure window of InvestEU, the new Solvency Support Instrument and additional funding for Horizon Europe.
The main priorities of the European Green Deal are also part and parcel of Europe’s recovery strategy. They can deliver quick wins for jobs whilst building a sustainable future. A massive renovation wave of our buildings and infrastructure and a more circular economy will bring local jobs. Rolling out renewable energy projects, especially wind or solar and kick-starting a clean hydrogen economy in Europe will reinforce our strategic autonomy. Cleaner transport and logistics, including the installation of one million charging points for electric vehicles, support to cities and companies for clean fleet renewals for vehicles and vessels and a boost for rail travel and clean mobility in our cities and regions will preserve jobs in underlying supply chains whilst facilitating more sustainable mobility. Strengthening the Just Transition Fund will help the transition in coal and carbon-intensive regions, for instance, by supporting re-skilling, helping businesses create new economic opportunities and fostering the deployment of clean energy and mobility. These possible cornerstones for the economic recovery correspond to the priorities that the European Parliament has identified for the European Green Deal.
Proposed climate law Regulation (paragraphs 11 and 12) 
The Commission adopted its proposal for a European Climate Law Regulation on 4 March 2020 (Commission proposal for a regulation establishing a framework for achieving climate neutrality, COM(2020)80). It provides for an objective of climate neutrality by 2050 in Union law, to provide confidence to investors on the EU’s commitment. The proposed climate law Regulation would also allow for the future inclusion of a revised 2030 target for greenhouse gas emission reductions in that Regulation, and it would foresee the determination of a trajectory leading to climate neutrality by 2050. The Commission proposal also aims at achieving the climate neutrality objective by providing for a monitoring and assessment governance framework based on the information that Member States provide under the Regulation on the Governance of the Energy Union and Climate Action (Regulation 2018/1999), notably the National Energy and Climate Plans as well as the integrated biennial Progress Reports. The proposal, finally, includes specific provisions on adaptation to climate change and public participation in making the transition to a climate neutral and resilient economy to be complemented by and fleshed out in the upcoming Climate Pact.
2030 target for greenhouse gas emission reductions and its implementing legislation (paragraphs 13, 16, 17 and 18)
The Commission will present, by September 2020, a new EU ambition to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, in the form of the 2030 Climate Target Plan. This plan will be based on a comprehensive impact assessment. The Commission’s proposal for a climate law Regulation provides for a trajectory between the 2030 target for greenhouse gas emission reductions and the 2050 climate neutrality target to be drawn up by the Commission, and allows for including a 2030 target increased to at least 50% and towards 55% in a responsible way.
Based on that impact assessment, and on the assessment of final National Energy and Climate Plans (NECPs), the Commission will, by June 2021, review, and propose to revise where necessary, the relevant climate or energy legislation, to deliver on the increased climate ambition. The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s call on the Commission to also consider additional legislative initiatives on ecodesign, while maximising the synergies with circular economy policies, including waste-related. The Commission also takes note of the Parliament’s call to review the F-Gas Regulation 
The Commission will ensure overall consistency and coherence between the various envisaged legislative proposals and will use comprehensive impact assessments in that respect, including reflecting the broader ambition of the Green Deal. In the case of the carbon border adjustment mechanism, the Commission will ensure compatibility of this measure with World Trade Organization rules and other international obligations of the EU. It is meant to address a situation where differences in levels of ambition worldwide persist and would be an alternative to the measures that address the risk of carbon leakage in the EU Emissions Trading System. The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s call, when reviewing the Emissions Trading System Directive, to address in particular the linear reduction factor, the rules for the free allocation of allowances and the potential need for a carbon floor price.
Adaptation to climate change (paragraph 20)
The Commission takes note of the call for a new and more ambitious EU Adaptation Strategy. Plans for such a strategy were announced in the European Green Deal. Its adoption is now scheduled for the first quarter of 2021, as announced in the adjusted Commission Work Programme 2020 (COM(2020)440).
Supply clean, affordable and secure energy (paragraphs 22, 23, 24), including energy performance of buildings (paragraphs 27 and 29), fossil fuel subsidies (paragraph 26) and energy poverty (paragraph 28)
The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s call to revise and increase the ambition of the Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and Energy Performance of Building Directives, including introducing binding national targets, and for their implementation to be reinforced.
The Commission recalls that it will assess the final National Energy and Climate Plans, in particular to review whether they are sufficient for the collective achievement of the Energy Union objectives and, for the first ten-year period in particular, the targets of the Union's 2030 Climate and Energy Framework.


The Commission welcomes the Parliament’s support of the energy efficiency first principle. The Commission is assessing the application of this principle in the National Energy and Climate Plans and preparing its concretisation.
The Commission welcomes the Parliament’s call for revising the trans-European energy (TEN-E) guidelines. It has started work on the revision of the TEN-E guidelines as a matter of priority to ensure consistency with the climate neutrality objective of the European Green Deal. The revised TEN-E guidelines should foster the deployment of innovative technologies such as smart grids and hydrogen to allow for the integration of a significant increase in renewable energy in the European energy system. The Commission aims to adopt a legislative proposal by the end of this year.
The Commission welcomes the Parliament’s support for an offshore renewable strategy, for the smart sector integration strategy, and for the ‘renovation wave’ initiative. The Commission agrees with the Parliament that energy security requires appropriate measures to accompany the energy transition and considers in this context that the implementation of the current legislation for an integrated EU energy market and on security of supply play a key role.
The Commission recalls that in 2020, it plans to produce guidance to assist Member States in addressing the issue of energy poverty. In addition, the forthcoming initiative to promote a renovation wave of public and private buildings will contribute to reducing energy poverty.
Integrated and competitive markets will not only keep energy prices in check and enhance security of energy supply. Exchanges of energy reserves across borders can also avoid significant amounts of carbon emissions, and a well-designed market framework will be key to enable the integration of new technologies and energy carriers in the energy system at least-cost for our citizens. The Commission therefore welcomes the Parliament’s call for further progress towards an EU-wide and consumer-centred energy market.
The Commission takes note of the reservations expressed by the Parliament as regards the potential inclusion of building emissions in the European emissions trading and the risk of resulting in higher energy bills for tenants and homeowners. The Commission will take this duly into account when it analyses the possibility of including emissions from buildings in European emissions trading, as part of broader efforts to provide pricing signals to incentivise energy efficiency and the development of renewable energy.
Just Transition (paragraphs 32 and 35)
The Commission shares the Parliament’s views that the economic, social and territorial cohesion of the transitions should be ensured, also keeping in mind that lower socio-economic groups are more vulnerable to and therefore more heavily affected by climate change and environmental degradation. On 14 January 2020, the Commission put forward the Just Transition Mechanism as a means to provide targeted support to regions and sectors that are most affected by the transition towards the green economy. The Just Transition Mechanism is a key tool to ensure that the transition towards a climate-neutral economy happens in a fair way, leaving no one behind. Support will be available to all Member States, focused on the most carbon-intensive regions and regions with many people working in solid fossil fuels.
On 27 May 2020, the Commission proposed to strengthen the Just Transition Fund with an additional EUR 32.5 billion. The Commission also proposed to set up the new public sector loan facility that forms the third pillar of the Just Transition Mechanism. This will be supported by EUR 1.5 billion from the EU budget and EUR 10 billion in lending by the European Investment Bank.
The Just Transition Fund will come in addition to the substantial contribution of the EU's budget through all instruments directly relevant to the transition. The Commission will pay particular attention to the role of outermost regions in the European Green Deal and will take forward the work on the Clean Energy for EU Islands Initiative.
Digitalisation (paragraph 34)
The Commission agrees with the Parliament’s call to develop strategies and funding for the deployment of innovative digital technologies. Digital technologies are a critical enabler for attaining the sustainability goals of the Green deal in many different sectors. As such, the Commission is committed to supporting the necessary digital transformation. The Commission has set out its plans in Communications on ‘shaping Europe’s digital future’ (COM(2020)67) and ‘a European Strategy for data’ (COM(2020)66) adopted on 19 February, as well as the industrial strategy and Circular Economy Action Plan, adopted on 10 March. These identify clear priorities and actions for the next five years to achieve the green transition, a digitally supported industrial strategy and to ensure digital leadership. They include, for example, an action plan to achieve the connectivity and the framework for and investments in data spaces that can deliver on European Green Deal ambitions, for example for smart energy grids, connected urban and regional mobility, smart farming and factories, circular devices and harnessing the economic potential of e-waste.
The Commission takes note of the call for establishing a methodology for quantifying the environmental impact of digital technologies. The Commission presented in the Communications on shaping Europe’s digital future and the new Circular Economy Action Plan a series of measures that contribute to improving the environmental impact of the sector, targeting transparency measures for telecommunications, energy efficiency of data centres and material efficiency of electronic devices. The Commission will propose measures to make data centres climate neutral by 2030.
Circular economy (paragraph 36), including waste (paragraph 37), sustainable products (paragraphs 38, 40 and 106) and consumer information (paragraph 41)
The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s resolution on issues related to circular economy, including waste and sustainable products. On 10 March 2020, the Commission adopted a new circular economy action plan, which provides a future-oriented agenda for achieving a cleaner and more competitive Europe where the use of materials is reduced and reused before they are recycled. It announces a sustainable products initiative, which aims to change the way products are designed or produced. European standards will aim at reducing EU environmental footprint. The circular economy action plan focuses also on future measures to empower consumers in the green transition, for instance, by giving them better repair options. It includes measures that can help reduce waste at the source, deliver clean material loops, improve separate collection, increase recycling capacity and get secondary raw materials markets working. It also proposes targeted strategies addressing high impact sectors such as textiles, packaging, batteries, plastics, construction or electronics and ICT (information and communication technology). The action plan also includes a possible measure to foster the integration of sustainability criteria into business strategies across the economy.
The circular economy action plan also announces a series of initiatives to empower consumers for active participation in the green transition, including support for the development of practical information tools as well as legislative proposals on more reliable information on product sustainability, greenwashing and planned obsolescence practices. In parallel, rescaled new energy labels will be introduced for 5 product groups in March 2021. An online database will be available to consumers in 2020, enabling them to check and compare product characteristics for all the products that have an energy label. The Commission is also investigating how reparability information could be best communicated to consumers, such as on the energy label.
The Commission adopted on 1 October 2019 a series of revised and new Ecodesign measures with requirements on reparability, recyclability and end-of-life treatment of several household appliances and other energy-related products. The new Ecodesign and Energy Labelling Working Plan will continue and enhance this approach.
A circular economy has the potential to reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases from industry (for example in relation with materials like cement, steel, aluminium), to deliver our ambitious goal of turning Europe into a climate-neutral continent by 2050, in reducing pollution and in halting biodiversity loss, while reinforcing EU’s sustainable competitiveness. Digitalisation will enable tracking and tracing of products, components, material, and the resulting data will foster new circular business models (e.g. ‘product as a service’, sharing economy). The circular economy can also contribute to the greening of the digital sector.
The action plan announces that the Commission will propose to gradually phase-in minimum mandatory green criteria for public procurement in sectorial initiatives. Public authorities across Europe will be encouraged to integrate green criteria and use labels in their procurements and will have access to support measures such as guidance and training activities.
Sustainable circular bioeconomy (paragraph 42)
The Commission recognises the potential of a sustainable bioeconomy to create green jobs and growth, including in rural areas of the EU as an example of new rural value chains alongside clean energy and the circular economy, to improve farm viability, and to stimulate innovation. Promoting the growth of a sustainable bioeconomy is reflected in the specific objectives of the future common agricultural policy. By-products from agri-food and forestry could for example find new value as inputs for bio-based industries and can help supporting both the energy transition and the wider nutrient recycling. Horizon 2020 and the future Horizon Europe programmes support research and innovation for sustainable circular bioeconomy solutions.
Plastics (paragraphs 39 and 118)
The Plastics Strategy provided a strong and coherent response to a major challenge of public concern. Nevertheless, the Commission supports the Parliament’s views that EU measures against plastic pollution at source should be stepped up. The circular economy action plan proposes a series of actions to reduce the release of microplastics in the environment. It also announces the preparation of a policy framework for the sourcing and use of bio-based plastics and the use of biodegradable or compostable plastics. In addition, it announces that, in the context of the review of the essential requirements for packing, the Commission will tackle the issue of unnecessary packaging as well as the ones that are difficult to recycle. The Commission will also support the demand for recycled plastics by addressing the obstacles preventing higher demand and will present implementing legislation on single use plastic. The action plan proposes a series of actions to complete the transition towards a true circular plastics economy in the EU.
Mobility (paragraphs 43, 44 and 48)
The Commission agrees with Parliament that all modes of transport (road, rail, aviation and waterborne transport) will have to contribute to the decarbonisation of the transport sector in line with the objective of reaching a climate-neutral economy, recognising that this is a challenge and an opportunity at the same time. The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s call for a long-term holistic strategy on mobility and for the Commission to come forward with a strategy addressing decarbonisation of the transport sector while taking into account the contribution of that sector to the EU economy and the need to secure a just transition with affordable and accessible transport connectivity, as well as social aspects and the protection of workers’ rights. The Communication ‘Europe’s Moment: Repair and Prepare for Future Generations’ confirms the crucial role that transport plays in our society. To help create more jobs, there will be a focus on accelerating the production and deployment of sustainable vehicles and vessels as well as alternative fuels.
The adjusted Commission work programme confirms the objective to adopt the Strategy for sustainable and smart mobility in the fourth quarter of 2020. In parallel, the Green Deal Communication highlights the EU transport system and infrastructure will be made fit to support new sustainable mobility services that can reduce congestion and pollution, especially in urban areas. The Communication also emphasises the potential for automated and connected multimodal mobility, together with smart traffic management systems. The Commission will help develop such systems and ‘Mobility as a Service’ solutions, through its funding instruments, such as the Connected Europe Facility programme. The Commission will also look into the opportunities of collaborative business models to make transport more sustainable. It will draw conclusions from the ongoing evaluation of the Urban Mobility Package. The Commission will work towards a revamped agenda for sustainable urban mobility, including cycling and walking infrastructure, with involvement of cities and regions.
The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s call to ensure sufficient investment in developing appropriate infrastructure for zero-emission mobility, and to tailor and coordinate all relevant EU funds (Connecting Europe Facility, InvestEU, etc.) as well as European Investment Bank (EIB) lending policy. The Communication ‘Europe’s moment: Repair and Prepare for future generations’ confirms that the funds that the Parliament mentions and other funds should be brought together, for example, to deliver on the European Green Deal ambition of rolling out 1 million public charging stations by 2025 as part of a wider charging network to prepare for the mobility of the future. The Commission is working closely with EIB on the ongoing review of the transport lending policy.
Horizon Europe will fund a mission on ‘Climate-Neutral and Smart Cities’ which will aim to develop innovative solutions to enable cities to comply with their international commitments and be safe, inclusive, sustainable and resilient places to live and work in.
Rail (paragraph 44)
As announced in the European Green Deal, a substantial part of the 75% of inland freight carried today by road should shift to rail and inland waterways. This will require better multi-modal connections and better data availability along the logistics chain, but also sufficient infrastructure capacity on rail and improved operational efficiency by rail freight companies. By 2021, the Commission will therefore propose a comprehensive action plan to achieve this aim.
The Commission shares the European Parliament’s ambition to improve connectivity by rail and make rail more attractive to passengers. Besides investment in rail infrastructure, which is crucial, the Commission believes that the benefits of the ongoing market opening for the operational efficiency of railway companies and an improved attractive train travel offer to passengers should be strengthened and complemented when necessary. As Parliament notes, there could be a key role for addressing remaining market access barriers if necessary and progress on ticketing.
Inland waterways (paragraph 45)
The Commission takes note of the Parliament urging it to develop a coordinated European framework of rules for inland waterways and to support intermodality involving inland waterways. The Commission wants to build on the current legislation, together with on-going and future initiatives to be launched this year, to support further harmonisation of rules for Inland Waterways Transport in the EU. As highlighted in the European Green Deal, a substantial part of the 75% of inland freight carried today by road should shift onto rail and inland waterways. In this perspective, the Commission plans to propose measures by 2021 to achieve this aim.
Aviation and maritime (paragraphs 46, 49, 50 and 51)
The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s call to address emissions from aviation and maritime sectors. To achieve climate neutrality, all transport modes will need to contribute. A basket of measures will be needed, as well as increased multimodality. In aviation, the Commission will work on a revised Emission Trading Scheme for aviation to increase the level of auctioning as mandated by the European Green Deal Communication. It will also work on the Commission’s proposal on a truly Single European Sky that needs a restart, as this will help achieve significant reductions in aviation emissions. In addition, and in line with the European Green Deal, the Commission reconfirmed in its adjusted work programme for 2020 its intent to make proposals in the fourth quarter of 2020 in order to increase the production and uptake of sustainable alternative fuels for air transport. For maritime, the Commission will make a proposal by the end of 2020 to accelerate the uptake of sustainable alternative fuels and propulsion technologies for ships in operation as well as at berth. In addition, the European Green Deal communication highlights the importance of ensuring that taxation is aligned with climate objectives. The Commission will propose to revise the Energy Taxation Directive by June 2021. In this context, the Commission will look closely at the current tax exemptions including for aviation and maritime fuels and at how best to close any loopholes. The Commission will also propose to extend European emissions trading to the maritime sector. The Commission believes that the competitiveness of the EU shipping industry should be secured by delivering on investments and a clear framework for a successful green transition. In parallel, the Commission will continue to support action and push for a higher level of ambition at international level, notably at the International Civil Aviation Organization and International Maritime Organization.
Road transport (paragraphs 52 and 54)
The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s call for more stringent emissions standards for vehicles. As announced in the European Green Deal, the Commission will propose to revise legislation on CO2 emission performance standards for cars and vans, to ensure a clear pathway from 2025 onwards towards zero-emission mobility. In parallel, it will consider applying European emissions trading to road transport. Were this option to be pursued, this measure would only come as a complement to existing and future CO2 emission performance standards for vehicles. The Commission will also propose more stringent air pollutant emissions standards for combustion-engine vehicles. The Commission is still closely participating in the discussions on the revision of the Eurovignette Directive that are ongoing within the Council, in view of the adoption of a negotiating mandate.
‘Farm to Fork’ (paragraph 55)
The Commission adopted the ‘Farm to Fork’ Strategy on 20 May 2020. This initiative launched a broad stakeholder debate covering all the stages of the food chain, and paved the way for steps needed to ensure climate-smart and biodiversity friendly food systems that provide healthy food while securing a decent living for EU farmers and fishermen. In the Staff Working Document published alongside the Farm to Fork Strategy, the Commission services concluded that the Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) proposals are compatible with the Green Deal as long as key provisions of the CAP proposals are maintained. It also concluded that certain improvements in the final CAP legislation would close the identified gaps, notably minimum ring-fenced spending for eco-schemes, additional indications of agricultural practices that could be supported by eco-schemes and the integration of relevant elements of legislation on animal welfare and antimicrobial resistance in the CAP. In this context, the Commission will work with the Council and Parliament to ensure that the reformed CAP will be fully aligned with the ambitions and objectives of the Farm to Fork Strategy and of the relevant targets and objectives of the twin EU 2030 Biodiversity Strategy.
Common agricultural policy (paragraph 55)
The Commission takes note of the several calls in the food area, and recalls that it will work under the Farm to Fork Strategy on actions aimed at reducing significantly the use and risk of chemical pesticides, the use of fertilisers and antibiotics, reducing food losses and waste, fighting food fraud and improving information to consumers.
The Common Agricultural Policy and the Farm to Fork Strategy will support our farmers and agricultural sector to thrive and continue to provide us with the affordable, nutritious, safe and sustainable food we need, while strengthening our supply chains and addressing the issues that were exposed during the crisis. Given the vital role of farmers and rural areas in the green transition, the Commission proposed on 27 May 2020 to reinforce the budget for the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development by EUR 15 billion.
The Commission also recalls that it will work with the Member States and stakeholders to ensure that from the outset the national CAP strategic plans fully reflect the ambition of the Green Deal, the Farm to Fork and the Biodiversity Strategies. The Commission will ensure that the strategic plans are assessed against robust climate and environmental criteria. These plans should lead to the extended use of sustainable practices, such as precision agriculture, organic farming, agro-ecology, agro-forestry and stricter animal welfare standards and other practices and farming systems aimed at delivering environmental and climate-related public goods. The national strategic plans should also foster knowledge transfer, innovation and digitalisation in agriculture and rural areas. The Commission will organise a structured dialogue with the Member States and adopt recommendations based on its analysis of the situation in each Member State with respect to agriculture and rural development as seen through the prism of the nine CAP specific objectives and taking into account the European Green Deal. The Commission stands ready to keep the Parliament informed throughout this process.
Food (paragraphs 59, 60, 61, 62 and 63)
The Commission takes note of the several calls in the food area, and recalls that it will work under the Farm to Fork Strategy on actions aimed at reducing significantly the use and risk of chemical pesticides and antibiotics, reducing the use of fertilisers, reducing food waste, fighting food fraud and improving information to consumers. It will take account of the need to address the European food system in its global context - both the issue of the EU footprint abroad, but also competition along the supply chain.
The Commission intends to seek endorsement of comprehensive guidance on bees, which will include the elements requested by the European Parliament (on the chronic toxicity impacts on bee populations, as well as the effects on bumblebees and solitary bees). The Commission has mandated the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) to review the Bee Guidance Document with a short timeline, taking fully into account new scientific knowledge that has emerged since 2013. The Commission has tasked EFSA closely to involve Member States’ experts and stakeholders in the process in order to ensure that all views are duly taken into account. This should enable swift acceptance following the review.
Fisheries and aquaculture (paragraphs 65 and 75)
The Commission integrated fisheries and aquaculture policies in the ‘Farm to Fork’ Strategy, as mentioned in the European Green Deal communication. The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s call on the Commission to put forward a proposal to improve the traceability of all seafood products. The Commission has already stressed the importance of traceability, for imported products but also for the EU market in general. Improving and reinforcing traceability and transparency at international level remains a priority as well as within the EU market.
The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s call on the Commission to put forward a proposal for a revision of the common fisheries policy with increased focus on sustainability issues. The Commission recalls that a report on the functioning of the Common Fisheries Policy is due by the end of 2022. This report will allow the Commission to identify how to address issues such as the social dimension, climate adaptation and clean oceans.
Animal welfare (paragraph 66)
The Commission takes note of the call for a new Animal Welfare Strategy paving the way for an Animal Welfare Framework Law. The Commission has started an evaluation of the EU animal welfare strategy, which should be completed by the end of 2020. It will contribute to consideration of future action in this field. In addition, the Commission indicated in the Farm to Fork Strategy that it would evaluate and revise existing animal welfare legislation, including on animal transport and slaughter of animals, to align it with the latest scientific evidence, broaden its scope, make it easier to enforce and ultimately ensure a higher level of animal welfare. The Commission will work to ensure that the national strategic plans under the common agricultural policy will, from the outset, lead to stricter animal welfare standards.
Biodiversity policy framework (paragraphs 68, 70 and 73)
Protecting and restoring biodiversity and natural ecosystems is key to boosting our resilience and preventing the emergence and spread of infectious diseases. This redoubles the importance of the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030, adopted on 20 May 2020, and the upcoming EU Forest Strategy.
The EU biodiversity strategy proposes ambitious EU actions and commitments to halt biodiversity loss in Europe and worldwide. The aim is for the EU to show ambition to reverse biodiversity loss, lead the world by example and action, and help agree and adopt a transformative post-2020 global framework at the 15th Conference of the Parties (COP) to the Convention on Biological Diversity. The strategy brings forward steps to put Europe's biodiversity on the path to recovery by 2030, including transforming at least 30% of Europe's land and seas into effectively managed protected areas and bringing back at least 10% of agricultural area under high-diversity landscape features. It also proposes to establish binding targets to restore damaged ecosystems, improve the health of EU protected habitats and species, enhance organic farming and other biodiversity-friendly farming practices, bring back pollinators to agricultural land, reduce pollution, green our cities and improve the health of European forests. The Commission takes note of the resolution’s call for an ambitious target on global protected areas for marine and terrestrial areas. The Commission is advocating a new global framework with ambitious global 2030 targets in line with EU commitments. However, the international framework to be adopted at Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity is not expected to be a legally-binding agreement.
The Commission will revise the Action Plan against Wildlife Trafficking in 2021, following an evaluation. Cooperation with partner countries across the globe will remain a key element of bilateral as well as multilateral EU action against wildlife crime and for sustainable trade, in particular in the context of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).
In parallel, to ensure a toxic-free environment, the European Green Deal announces that the Commission will present a chemicals strategy for sustainability. The adjusted Commission work programme confirmed an adoption scheduled for the third quarter of 2020.
Environmental and climate policy implementation (paragraphs 69 and 100)
The Commission will continue to ensure the effective implementation of current policies and legislation. This includes nature protection and environmental liability legislation, including marine environmental protection. The Commission will continue the Multi-Annual Work Programme 2017-2020 for better implementation of the Environmental Liability Directive (ELD) and agree this year together with the Member States on a new multi-annual working plan.
As announced in the European Green Deal, the Commission’s proposal for the 8th Environment Action Programme should include a new monitoring mechanism to ensure Europe remains on track to achieve its climate and environmental objectives. The 8th Environment Action Programme should also look into crosscutting enablers to ensure that EU environment and climate legislation and policies are enforced and delivered.
Forests (paragraphs 71 and 72)
The adjusted Commission work programme announces the adoption of a new EU Forest Strategy for the first quarter of 2021.
The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s call on the Commission to a proposal for a European legal framework based on due diligence to ensure sustainable and deforestation-free supply chains for products placed on the EU market. The Commission recalls the initiatives announced in its communication on stepping up EU action to protect and restore the world's forests and the EU 2030 Biodiversity Strategy, which are now being implemented, including the preparation of regulatory and non-regulatory demand-side measures.
Blue economy (paragraph 74)
The Commission takes note of the European Parliament’s call for fostering the role of the EU as a leader in ocean governance and recalls the International Ocean Governance Agenda as well as the EU 2030 Biodiversity Strategy. This agenda and strategy for the future of our oceans is an integral part of the EU’s response to the 2030 Agenda and contributes to the international dimension of the European Green Deal. They emphasise actions like the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea Implementing Agreement on Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction, the fight against illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and marine litter and strengthening international ocean research and data. The Biodiversity Strategy confirms that in international negotiations, the EU should call for marine minerals in the international seabed area not be exploited before: the effects of deep-sea mining on the marine environment, biodiversity and human activities have been sufficiently researched; the risks are understood; the technologies and operational practices are able to demonstrate no serious harm to the environment. This is in line with the precautionary principle and takes into account the call of the European Parliament. The Commission is working on following-up and further developing this agenda.
Zero pollution ambition (paragraphs 78, 80, 81, and 82)
The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s position on the non-toxic environment strategy. The Commission recalls in its work programme for 2020, a chemicals strategy for sustainability is planned for the third quarter of 2020.
As regards endocrine disruptors, the Commission is committed fully to implement the Communication adopted in November 2018, which emphasised the need to develop a horizontal approach for the identification of endocrine disruptors across EU legislation and set out some strategic actions for the short term. These actions included a Fitness Check to assess whether relevant EU legislation delivers on the objective of protecting human health and the environment by minimising exposure to endocrine disruptors. The Fitness Check is currently ongoing and the Commission will consider the next steps based on its findings.
As announced in the European Green Deal, the Commission will draw on the lessons learnt from the evaluation of the current air quality legislation[footnoteRef:1] and will also propose to strengthen provisions on monitoring, modelling and air quality plans to help local authorities achieve cleaner air. The Commission will notably propose to revise air quality standards to align them more closely with the World Health Organization recommendations. [1:  	SWD(2019) 427] 

The Commission announced in the European Green Deal a zero-pollution action plan for air, water and soil to be adopted in 2021. The revision of EU law on emissions from large industrial plants announced in the European Green Deal will contribute to the zero-pollution agenda, and aim at accompanying the forthcoming industrial transition towards a decarbonised and circular economy. Regarding the Seveso Directive, the Commission intends to work further with the Member States to prevent industrial accidents.
The Commission will draw on the lessons learnt from the evaluation of the current water legislation[footnoteRef:2] and will then announce steps, including to restore the natural functions of ground and surface water as set out in EU legislation. The Commission will also take additional action to tackle remaining and emerging pollution from the domestic/urban sources including pharmaceuticals and micro plastics. The Commission will review marine environmental legislation with the aim of ensuring that it works to reduce the pressure from problems including pollution on marine biodiversity and habitats. [2:  	SWD(2019) 439 and SWD (2019) 701] 

Financing the European Green Deal (paragraphs 84, 85, 86, 90 and 93)
The Commission supports the Parliament’s call for coordinated action to tackle the investment gap across the EU. In its Communication on the European Green Deal investment plan (COM(2020)21), the Commission outlined its approach to mobilising EU funding and creating an enabling framework to facilitate and stimulate the public and private investments needed for the transition to a climate-neutral, green, competitive and inclusive economy. The investment plan initially aims to mobilise at least EUR 1 trillion of sustainable investments over the next decade. It also aims to unlock and redirect public and private investment. The Commission will provide support to public authorities and project promoters in planning, designing and executing sustainable projects.
Under the EU’s recovery plan, the massive investment needed to kick-start our economies must guide and build a more sustainable, resilient and fairer Europe for the next generation. Through the recovery plan, the Commission proposed to press fast-forward on the twin green and digital transitions, while strengthening our strategic autonomy.
For instance, the Commission proposal for a Recovery and Resilience Facility will support Member States to implement investment and reforms that contribute to the green and digital transition and that are essential for a sustainable recovery. Member States will design their own tailored national recovery plans, based on the investment and reform priorities identified as part of the European Semester, in line with National Climate and Energy Plans, Just Transition Plans and Partnership Agreements and Operational Programmes under EU funds. All the activities thus supported should be pursued in full respect of the climate and environmental priorities of the Union.
The Commission also proposed to provide additional funding for the Just Transition Fund and the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development, to strengthen Cohesion policy programmes, and upgrade InvestEU, including a doubling of the Sustainable Infrastructure window and a creation of a Strategic Investment window to support activities of strategic importance, especially in view of the green and digital transitions. The Solvency Instrument will also support companies in their green and digital transformation.
The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s call to work with the European Central Bank (ECB). Against the backdrop of the Green Deal, the Commission looks forward to the ECB's monetary strategy review and the announced assessment of implications of climate change for the ECB’s work within the boundaries of its mandate.
European Semester (paragraph 94)
The Commission agrees on the need to reflect the European Green Deal in a greener European Semester. As part of the Green Deal, the Commission refocused the European Semester process of economic policy coordination to integrate the United Nations’ sustainable development goals. The 2020 Annual Sustainable Growth Strategy fully reflects the ambition of the European Green Deal and rests on four dimensions: environmental sustainability, productivity gains, fairness and macroeconomic stability. In addition, the Communication on the 2020 European Semester (COM(2020)150) and each of the country reports include a dedicated section on environmental sustainability, presenting a detailed assessment of the climate and environmental performance of Member States. The Commission Communication on country specific recommendations (COM(2020)500) adopted on 20 May 2020 underlines the need for Member States, in restarting the economy, to concentrate on a recovery strategy that sets the path for the green and digital transition, in line with the European Green Deal.


Innovation (paragraphs 95 and 96)
The Commission agrees on the essential role of research and innovation (R&I) to implement the European Green Deal objectives. The Commission recalls that a number of key instruments support Green Deal-related innovation at EU level, in particular Horizon Europe, the Innovation Fund and InvestEU. At least 35% of Horizon Europe’s budget will be dedicated to climate-related activities. Four of the five Missions under Horizon Europe are also Green Deal-focused, for example to achieve climate-neutral and smart cities, and one will be specifically on adaptation to climate change. The planned mission in the area of soil health and food will be particularly relevant to support the Green Deal ambitions in the areas of climate, biodiversity, farm to fork and zero pollution. Partnerships will also operate in critical sectors, including clean steel, clean hydrogen, batteries, carbon neutral and circular industry, bioeconomy and bio-based industry, oceans, the built environment, ecosystem restoration and biodiversity. The Commission underlines the importance of cooperation on research and innovation with and among Member States and industry, for example based on the national energy and climate Plans[footnoteRef:3] and the Strategic Energy Technology Plan. [3:  	As part of the Governance Regulation Member States are asked to identify their R&I priorities in the National Energy and Climate Plans] 

The 2050 goals require decarbonisation at a speed six times faster than anything globally achieved so far. The Commission is aware that a massive scale-up of, and investment in, social, regulatory, governance and technological innovation is required to drive, navigate and accelerate the Green Deal transformation.
Do no harm principle (paragraph 102)
The Commission is working on updating its Better Regulation tools to reflect on the commitment announced in the European Green Deal. This includes in particular considerations on how to include, in the explanatory memoranda accompanying all legislative proposals and delegated acts, a specific section explaining how each initiative upholds this principle. The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s call for this to be extended to include implementing acts and regulatory procedure with scrutiny (RPS) measures and will further reflect on this when finalising the revised Better Regulation tools.
Aarhus convention (paragraph 103)
The Commission is fully committed to ensure that the Aarhus Convention is respected within the European Union institutions and bodies. As announced in the European Green Deal and in the EU 2030 Biodiversity Strategy, the Commission will revise the Aarhus Regulation to improve access to administrative and judicial review at EU level for citizens and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) that have concerns about the legality of decisions with effects on the environment. The Communication also explains that Commission will also take action to improve their access to justice before national courts in all Member States.
Sustainable Development Goals (paragraphs 104 and 114) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Commission takes note of the Parliament asking the Commission to fulfil Scenario 1 of the Reflection Paper ‘Towards a sustainable Europe by 2030’. The three scenarios of the Reflection Paper outlined different ideas. All the main policy conclusions of the Reflection Paper have become part of the Political Guidelines of the Commission’s President, the Mission Letters of Commissioners and the priorities and work programme of the current Commission. The Commission is fully committed to the implementation of the United Nation’s 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). SDGs are an integral part of the Commission’s entire agenda, including the European Green Deal. The Commission agrees with the Parliament that the European Green Deal and the implementation of the 2030 Agenda should be closely interrelated.
International climate diplomacy (paragraphs 113 and 116)
The Commission remains a strong supporter of gender equality in the context of international climate action, and already actively participates in the international discussions on this issue. The Commission played a central role in ensuring the successful conclusion of the negotiations on the agenda item on the Gender Action plan in the context of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) negotiations at COP25 in Madrid. The Commission views gender aspects as an integral part of the EU’s endeavours to promote just and fair efforts in the areas of climate change and takes note of the Parliament’s proposal of appointing a permanent gender and climate focal point with a separate budget.
The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s call to step up climate funding to developing countries. The Commission proposed to dedicate at least 25% of EU international cooperation to related projects between 2021 and 2027. The EU External Investment Plan will be instrumental to support the transition to climate-neutral green economies in partner countries.
Besides, the Commission proposed on 27 May 2020 to reinforce the Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument by setting it at a level of EUR 86 billion.
Antimicrobial Resistance, Infectious diseases and Medicine Shortages (paragraph 119)
The Commission agrees with the Parliament on the need to work with our international partners on antimicrobial resistance and to ensure full implementation of the European One Health Action Plan. The fight against antimicrobial resistance is part of the Farm to Fork strategy together with the fight against emergence to of animal diseases and plant pests. The Commission agrees on the need to address shortages of medicines. It will set out its plans on this, and other issues, in a new pharmaceutical strategy, which will be presented by the end of 2020.
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