European Parliament Resolution on measures to promote multilingualism and language learning in the European Union: European Indicator of Language Competence
1.
Rapporteur: Manolis Mavrommatis (PPE-DE/EL)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0074/2006 / P6_TA-PROV(2006)0184

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 27 April 2006

4.
Subject: Establishment of an indicator for measuring the linguistic competence of European citizens at the end of compulsory education

5.
Background of the Resolution:
The European Parliament adopted a Resolution based on an own-initiative report in response to the Commission communication on a European Indicator of Language Competence published on 1st August 2005.

The Parliament feels that, for the achievement of a People's Europe and the knowledge-based society, it is essential for every citizen to have a practical grasp of at least two languages other than their own, as the acquisition of just one common language of communication is not sufficient.  The Resolution therefore welcomes the proposal to establish a European Indicator of Language Competence which should establish accurately, reliably and at regular intervals the overall foreign language proficiency standards in all the Member States on the basis of objective tests.

6.
Analysis of the requests made in the Resolution:
While agreeing that in the initial phase the indicator should assess linguistic proficiency in the five most widely taught languages in the Union's education and training systems, the Parliament suggests that measures should be taken to extend these tests to a wider range of official Union languages, while sustaining efforts aimed at teaching other languages not assessed by the indicator. (paragraph 5)

The Parliament calls on the Commission actively to encourage information on the advantages of language learning from an early age, and considers that information initiatives such as the European Day of Languages and the European Language Label should contribute more substantially to increasing multilingualism. (paragraph 9)

The Resolution points out that the Indicator proposed by the Commission did not involve additional EU budget outlay, since the operating expenditure will be met by the existing Socrates and Leonardo da Vinci programmes and the new Lifelong Learning programme. The Commission and Council are invited to ensure that the new Lifelong Learning programme is endowed with the necessary resources for the promotion of language learning, and that the next financial perspectives include sufficient funding for measures to make full use of the Indicator. (paragraphs 11-13)

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken or intended to be taken by the Commission:
The Commission is fully aware of the importance of linguistic diversity, as shown in its recent Communication to the European Parliament and to the Council ‘A new framework strategy for multilingualism’. According to the available data, however, it is unlikely for the time being that statistically relevant samples can be produced for other languages, with the exceptions of Dutch (in the French-speaking part of Belgium) and Swedish (in Finland). The Commission is in favour of adding these two languages to the first phase of data collection, as well as any other official EU language for which a statistically relevant sample can be produced, on the basis of the indications and sampling methodology established by the Advisory Board.

The Commission actively promotes early language learning, among other things through a study on the main pedagogical principles underlying the teaching of languages to very young learners which will be published before the end of the year. The Commission agrees with the Parliament on the positive contribution of initiatives such as the European Day of Languages and the Language Label and will strive to increase the effectiveness of its promotion policy.

The Lifelong Learning Programme includes provision for the promotion of language learning and multilingualism. Measures for making full use of the indicator were taken into account in drafting the next financial perspectives.

The Commission welcomes the Parliament’s constant support for its multilingualism policy. This policy is a key element of a strategy aimed at promoting the establishment of a knowledge-based society in the European Union, with increased mobility, more and better jobs and greater social cohesion.
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