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Proposal for a Council Directive on animal health requirements for aquaculture animals and products thereof, and on the prevention and control of certain diseases in aquatic animals
1.
Rapporteur: Heinz Kindermann
2.
EP No: A6-0091/2006

3.
Date of adoption of the report: 27 April 2006
4.
Subject: Proposal for a Council Directive on animal health requirements for aquaculture animals and products thereof, and on the prevention and control of certain diseases in aquatic animals

5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2005/0153(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 37 EC Treaty 
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)
8.
Commission's position:
The Commission can accept the following amendments wholly or partly and subject to rewording: 1, 4, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 34, 35, 36, 38, 39, 41, 43, 44, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 56, 57, 60, 61, 62, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, and 75, as they would introduce improvements to the Commission proposal, without changing the principles of it.

The Commission agrees on the principles expressed in amendments 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 55 and 64, but it does not consider appropriate to include them in this Directive.
The Commission cannot accept the following amendments: 9, 10, 11, 12, 19, 33, 37, 40, 42, 45, 54, 55, 58, 59, 63, 65, 66, 67, 68 and 69 that concern requirements for authorisation, financial issues, introducing texts from the “hygiene package” and other minor technical issues. The reasons to refuse the above amendments can be summarised as follows:

It is proposed that authorisation should be granted to each individual production establishment (each site), instead of each business (operator) as proposed by the Commission. The Commission proposed that one authorisation may cover several operators in a mollusc production area. According to the amendment, each operator in the production area should be granted on individual authorisation. It is also proposed that non-processing establishments shall be covered by the Directive and its authorisation requirements. The Commission position is that this amendment is not necessary as the goal to be achieved (an overview of all production sites) is already covered by the Commission’s proposal by way of the requirements in Annex II. Non-processing establishments are marginal risk factors in the spreading of aquatic animal diseases. These requirements would therefore be disproportionate, and would create more bureaucracy and increased costs to the Member States without contributing to the reduction of spread of diseases.

It is proposed by the Parliament that Member States shall obtain financing from the EU to set up national reference laboratories. It is also proposed to give the Member States a possibility to seek Community funding where an on-the-spot inspection carried out by Community experts identifies a serious animal health risk. Member States rarely receives financial support from the Community for veterinary infrastructure. The Commission position is that this is mainly the responsibility of the Member States. This amendment becomes even more disproportionate, taking into account that all Member States should have such laboratories in place in accordance with the exiting legislation. It is the responsibility of the Member States to ensure that they take the measures necessary in accordance with the Directive, including the financial burden of implementing legislation. This reservation applies without prejudice to the possibility for Community financing under Council Decision 90/424/EC.

9.
Outlook for the amendment of the proposal: The Commission has accepted several amendments of the European Parliament and is working in close contact with the Council Presidency, so that these amendments are introduced in the text that could be soon approved by the Council. Given that the Council Presidency is giving high priority to this text in view of its approval before the summer break in August, the Commission will evaluate in the next days if it is necessary to formally amend its proposal to include the amendments of the European Parliament that it has considered as acceptable or if it will be sufficient to endorse the text being approved by the Council, if it is in line with the position of the Commission.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council Presidency will present a text to the meeting of the chief veterinary officers on 17-19 May 2006 that would inter alia introduce the amendments proposed by the European Parliament that the Commission has considered as acceptable. Following the support received, the Presidency intends to submit a text COREPER by end of May 2006 and to the AGRI Council for political agreement in June 2006.  Formal adoption by the AGRI Council is expected in July 2006.
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