
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the conclusion of the Agreement in the form of an exchange of letters extending the Protocol setting out, for the period 1 June 2005 to 31 May 2006, the fishing opportunities and the financial contribution provided for by the Agreement between the European Economic Community and the Government of the Democratic Republic of São Tomé and Príncipe on fishing off the coast of São Tomé and Príncipe

1.
Rapporteur: Duarte Freitas
2.
EP No: A6‑0132/2006

3.
Date of adoption: 16 May 2006

4.
Subject: Fisheries agreement between the EC and the Government of the Democratic Republic of São Tomé and Príncipe

5.
Inter‑institutional reference: 2005/0249(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Articles 37, 300 (2) and 300 (3) first subparagraph of the EC Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Fisheries Committee (PECH)

8.
Commission position: The Commission cannot accept any of the amendments.

Amendment 1 – Rejected. The Commission cannot accept amendment 1. In the Commission’s view, this amendment is unnecessary, as a one‑year extension cannot change the current protocol, and it is the Government of São Tomé and Príncipe which is responsible for the use of the financial contribution.
Amendments 2‑3‑4‑5 – Rejected. The Commission agrees entirely with the spirit of amendments 2‑3‑4‑5. However, it already transmits this kind of information in line with both the current inter‑institutional arrangements and in particular with the Framework Agreement between the Commission and the European Parliament. In fact, contacts have been underway with the Committee Bureau to find the best way forward and the Commission hopes to be able to embark on a more structured form of dialogue with the Committee in the very near future.

Amendment 6 – Rejected. The Commission cannot accept amendment 6 because it conflicts with the Community’s basic legal provisions. All Member States are invited to participate in negotiations for fisheries agreements/protocols. However, the Commission is responsible for negotiations, and the transmission of such information should be agreed between the Council and the European Parliament in accordance with inter‑institutional arrangements.

9.
Outlook for the amendment of the proposal: Not applicable, as the Commission rejects all the amendments.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: It is planned for the proposal to be adopted as an A point at a forthcoming Council.
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