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Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the 7th Framework programme of the European Community for research, technological development and demonstration activities (2007 to 2013)

1.
Rapporteur: Jerzy Buzek

2.
EP No: A6-0202/2006
3.
Date of adoption of the report: 15 June 2006

4.
Subject: Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the 7th Framework programme of the European Community for research, technological development and demonstration activities (2007 to 2013).
5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2005/043(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Article 166
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)
8.
Commission’s position: The Commission can accept certain amendments.
Regarding the scientific and technical content, the Commission accepts many of the clarifications and additions requested, where these reflect important needs or are consistent with maintaining the overall focus of each priority. But in principle all proposals which would mean a widening of the scope of the programme, thus requiring more resources, were rejected.

Concerning the Joint Technology Initiatives, the Commission has included the wording from the General Approach of the Council as well as the modifications of the criteria for the identification of Joint Technology Initiatives.

Concerning the European Research Council, important clarifications are accepted by the Commission, concerning the term of office, the renewal and the role of the Scientific Council, the management and the staffing arrangements as well as the conduct of an independent review in 2010 of the European Research Council's structures and mechanisms.

As regards People, a series of changes include references to the links of this programme with other parts of the framework programme and other community programmes, additions that make explicit the international dimension of this part of the programme, pointers to the establishment of appropriate working conditions of researchers and indications on the co-funding mode.

As regards Capacities, the aspects on the Coherent development of policies now form a separate part, in line with the importance of this field.

Further, the criteria for the support to new research infrastructures became more detailed and the importance of regional aspects in the construction of new infrastructures was acknowledged.

9.

Outlook for the amendment of the proposal:

The Commission has adopted a revised proposal on the 28 June 2006 (COM(2006)364), taking into account amendments of the European Parliament as well as elements from the General Approach that the Council reached on 30 May 2006.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of a common position:

The Finish Presidency works towards adopting a political agreement of the Council before the summer break, which can then be sent to the Parliament. The Commission will work actively on the elaboration of a political compromise between the Council and the European Parliament in view of the adoption of the Council Common Position as soon as possible. It fully supports all efforts undertaken, so that the legislative act can be adopted before the end of the year, in such time to allow for the first calls for proposals to be published in December 2006.
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