European Parliament Resolution on the EU-Caribbean partnership for growth, stability and development

1.
Rapporteur: Gabriele Zimmer (GUE/NGL/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0211/2006 / P6-TA-PROV(2006)0305

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 6 July 2006

4.
Subject: EU-Caribbean partnership for growth, stability and development

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the Resolution and requests made in it::

The Resolution welcomes the Commission Communication and strategy. It emphasises the need for Europe to support regional integration efforts of the Caribbean as well as the regional dimension of the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) process. It also stresses the importance of the need for the EU to help the Caribbean address their multiple vulnerabilities to external shocks including natural disasters.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission shares the overall approach and main conclusions of the Resolution. The 10th EDF programming cycle will be based on the Communication of the Commission and take into account Parliament's Resolution.

Indeed and in the context of the 10th EDF programming exercise, which is already initiated, the cornerstone of the Regional Programme of the European Commission development cooperation will be to encourage the efforts of the Caribbean countries to accelerate their regional integration, complete their diversification process and move up the production chain to higher value-added products and services. Supporting this integration and co-operation process, placing particular emphasis on the coherence and complementarity between national and regional programmes is considered as a strategic area of the EC development Cooperation both at national and regional levels.

As the CARICOM countries have launched the Caribbean Single Market and Economy, (CSME) which started being operational in January 2006, the European Commission is currently examining the ways and means to provide support to ensure the successful completion of the CSME. The less prosperous Eastern Caribbean Countries (OECS
), also signed up to the CSME in July 2006. The recent CARICOM agreement for the setting up of the Regional Development Fund (RDF) to help the OECS countries to adapt to the constraints of the CSME is, among others, considered for channelling European Community assistance towards such a solidarity based instrument.

The establishment of the Caribbean Court of Justice in 2005 and the Caribbean Single Market have created a regional integration momentum that would also seem to create favourable conditions for our development cooperation.

The Economic Partnership Agreement involves an important development dimension alongside the trade elements and its successful and timely conclusion is of strategic importance to the region. To this end the European Community will go on supporting the strengthening of negotiating and institutional capabilities as well as the private sector of the countries in the region so as to ensure that the private sector in the region will improve its competitive position and its trade capacity as a result of the conclusion of the EPA.

Assisting the region in addressing and overcoming its vulnerabilities in a sustainable way is also set to be a substantial part of the 10th EDF support to the region.

The issues which are expected to be addressed include transport, diversification, health, education and broader human resources development, the environment and particularly the aspect of natural disasters, drugs and its related areas of crime, ethnic tensions and security issues, and HIV/AIDS.

Rebuilding institutions and consolidating democracy and stability in Haiti is of crucial importance for the Caribbean as a whole. This is why following the successful elections of 2006 this is already included in the regional as well as national priorities.

As far as Cuba is concerned, the European Commission is actually working alongside the EU Member States to help creating the right conditions for a peaceful transition on the basis of the revised Common Position of the Council.

Under the 10th EDF the European Commission is also considering to extend the cooperation with the French DOMs, the OCTs and the wider Caribbean region.
---------
� Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, Grenada, St Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia and St Vincent and the Grenadines.
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