ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE – First reading 
Follow up to the European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) No 1305/2013 as regards specific measures to provide exceptional temporary support under EAFRD in response to the COVID-19 outbreak 
1. Rapporteur: Norbert LINZ (EPP / DE) 
2. Reference numbers: 2020/0075(COD) / P9_TA-PROV(2020)0171 
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 19 June 2020 
4. Legal basis: Articles 42 and 43(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union 
5. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI) 
6. Commission's position: Accepts some amendments. 
The Commission’s position to the amendments proposed by the European Parliament is as follows: 
The European Parliament proposes to specify in recital 3 that the proposed measure should enable the Member States to make use of available funds under their existing rural development programmes in order to support farmers and small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) particularly affected by the crisis. This amendment can be accepted. 
The European Parliament proposes to extend by 6 months (from 31 December 2020 to 30 June 2021) the timeframe for payments to beneficiaries to be made by the Member States. This extension would be accompanied by a restriction to make the grant decision by the end of this year (which was the initially proposed deadline for payments to beneficiaries). This amendment can be accepted. 
The European Parliament proposes to increase the maximum lump-sum amount for farmers (from EUR 5,000 to EUR 7,000). This increase would be limited in both the amount and the scope (only for farmers, not touching the threshold for Small and Medium Enterprises, SMEs). This amendment can be accepted. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The European Parliament proposes to increase the maximum percentage of the EAFRD (European agricultural fund for rural development) envelope per rural development programme that Member States can use for this measure under their programme (from 1% to 2%). The Commission opposes this amendment. The additional impact on the level of payment appropriations in 2021 may negatively interfere with the still on-going negotiations on the Multiannual Financial framework (MFF), and jeopardise the other objectives of the Rural Development programmes.

