Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution 
on the European Year of Greener Cities 2022
1. Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 136(5) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure
2. Reference numbers: 2019/2805 (RSP) / B9-0243/2020 / P9_TA-PROV(2020)0241
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 17 September 2020
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution recognises the important role of cities in tackling major societal, economic and environmental challenges, and the potential of urban greening in this context. It stresses the potential of cities to help protect biodiversity and ecosystem services and to mitigate and adapt to climate change. It therefore calls for more urban greening, increased deployment of nature based solutions in cities, and accelerated transition from grey to green urban infrastructure.
Specifically, the resolutions calls upon the Commission to devise and implement a range of measures – policy, financial, promotional, administrative – to make cities greener. These should include, for example, a new EU strategy for greener cities; investment in green infrastructure; improving air quality, energy and resource efficiency in cities; adequate funding to sustainable urban development and green infrastructure; enhancing the collective power of cities to quickly scale up efficient solutions; supporting private sector participation via public-private partnerships, a more ambitious European Investment Bank programme and incentives for Small and Medium sized Enterprises (SMEs).
The resolution asks the Commission to emphasise the importance of green infrastructure in the 2030 Biodiversity Strategy. It proposes that the year 2022 be designated a European Year of Greener Cities.
6. Response to the requests and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission welcomes the resolution and shares the views of the Parliament on the role and potential of cities in addressing the current environmental challenges.
The Commission supports and promotes greener and more sustainable cities through a number of actions and policies.
The new EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030[footnoteRef:1] states that the promotion of healthy ecosystems, green infrastructure and nature-based solutions should be systematically integrated into urban planning, including in public spaces, infrastructure, and the design of buildings and their surroundings. To achieve this, the strategy calls on European cities of at least 20 000 inhabitants to develop ambitious Urban Greening Plans by the end of 2021. Such plans should mobilise policy, regulatory and financial tools. [1:  	COM(2020) 380 final] 

The Commission will support Member States and local and regional authorities through technical guidance and help to mobilise funding and capacity building. The Commission will reflect these 


objectives in the implementation of the Green City Accord, as well as in any other relevant initiatives, such as the European Climate Pact.
The process of preparing the Urban Greening Plans will be facilitated through the establishment of an EU Urban Greening Platform in 2021, in close collaboration with cities and mayors.
The European Green Deal also identified the need for transport to become drastically less polluting, especially in cities through a combination of measures addressing emissions, urban congestion, and improved public transport, and in this context announced the forthcoming Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy.
As set out in the 2030 Climate Target Plan, increasing the modal shares of collective transport, walking and cycling, as well as automated, connected and multimodal mobility will significantly lower pollution and congestion from transport, especially in cities.
In addition, the following Commission initiatives and policies will contribute to greening the cities, promoting urban green infrastructure, and technical and administrative capacity building:
· The European Green Capital and Green Leaf Awards that reward and disseminate best practice in urban green infrastructure.
· The Green City Tool that offers guidance and advice including on funding and capacity building.
· The Green City Accord - which was launched on 22 October 2020 at the European Week of Regions and Cities - -aims to improve the quality of life in urban areas by making them cleaner and healthier places. It will also enhance the implementation of EU policy and legislation at a local level. It will also support the Biodiversity Strategy by encouraging greater nature and biodiversity actions in cities. Biodiversity/nature is one its five priorities.
· The Urban Partnership on Sustainable Land Use and Nature-based Solutions that forms part of the Urban Agenda for the EU.
· The Urban Innovative Actions programme that supports the testing of innovative ideas in cities. Several cities are experimenting novel activities in the area of green infrastructure.
· The EU-MAES (Mapping and Assessment of Ecosystems and their Services) Initiative that provides technical guidance for cities through the mapping and assessment of ecosystems and their services.
· The Horizon 2020 policy agenda for Nature-Based Solutions and Re-naturing cities – aiming to position the EU as leader in ‘Innovating with nature’ for more sustainable and resilient societies.
· The Horizon Europe Mission on ‘Climate-neutral & smart cities’ will support 100 European cities in their systemic transformation towards climate neutrality through a multi-level and co-creative process, including greening city infrastructures.
· More generally, he next EU budget (MFF 2021-2027), the EU Recovery Plan and NextGenerationEU will offer multiple opportunities for funding nature restoration, green infrastructure and nature-based solutions in cities, in particular through Cohesion funds.
· The Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy, due to be adopted before the end of 2020, will include a number of measures, as explained in the Green Deal Communication, aimed at promoting and supporting sustainable and healthy transport modes.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally, the Commission will assess the timing, feasibility and overall added value of designating 2022 the European Year of Greener Cities, within the context of the various city initiatives and programmes already underway, or in the pipeline, that aim to green urban areas and improve nature in cities.
