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5. Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The European Parliament adopted on 8th October 2020, by a vast majority, a resolution on the EU Forest Strategy – The way forward, following a debate during the parliament plenary session of 6th October 2020 and voting of 7th October 2020.
The resolution underlines that the post-2020 EU Forest Strategy should be independent and self-standing, adequately aligned with the European Green Deal and ensuring that forests continue to play a multifunctional role. Sustainable forest management (SFM) should make the sector economically viable and environmentally sound, promoting the forests’ environmental, societal and economic sustainability. The new strategy should help to bolster European disaster resilience and early warning tools to increase prevention and preparedness and support adaptation of forests to climate change. The resolution also supports that the use of wood has to be promoted more widely as sustainable construction and renewable raw material, and call for the fight against illegal logging to be stepped up. It also refers to the need to provide financial support aligned to the strategy’s objectives and the Green Deal, including biodiversity protection and forest resilience. 
The resolution presents the position of the European Parliament on some potential key elements of the new EU Forest Strategy, including on:
· Sustainable Forest Management
· Forests multifunctionality
· Ecosystem services and their values
· Promotion of biodiversity and healthy and resilient forests
· Status of the Forest resources and deforestation
· Role of the Standing Forestry Committee
· Bioenergy and bioeconomy
· Agriculture, growth in rural areas and employment
· Climate change adaptation and mitigation, including climate neutrality, 
· A holistic approach to collaboration with other sector
6. Response to the requests and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission welcomes the Parliament’s resolution on the EU Forest Strategy, which is comprehensive and detailed.

The European Green Deal, setting out a new growth model for the EU, announced a new EU Forest Strategy, building on the EU 2030 Biodiversity strategy, covering the whole forest cycle and promoting the many services that forests provide. The new EU forest strategy will have as its key objectives effective re- and afforestation, in full respect for ecological principles favourable to biodiversity, forest preservation and restoration in Europe to also help to increase the absorption of CO2 and reduce the incidence and extent of forest fires, and sustainable bioeconomy. The Commission agrees that forests play an integral part of sustainable development.
Sustainable Forest Management (paragraphs 4,5,12, 17, 25, 28, 35, 43, 55, 56 and 57)
The Commission takes note of the wide recognition of the sustainable forest management (SFM) concept and definition[footnoteRef:2]and welcomes the acknowledgement of its good integration in the current EU Forest Strategy and the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).  [2:  	EU Forest Strategy 2013-2020 contains a definition of SFM, which is also a concept central to many international processes, such as UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, UNFCCC and the CBD and as such Sustainable Forest Management is ‘a dynamic and evolving concept intended to maintain and enhance the economic, social and environmental value of all types of forests, for the benefit of present and future generations’.] 

The Commission welcomes the call for Member States to undertake SFM in exemplary fashion. The Commission strongly welcomes the call for Member States to address the cases of unsustainable practices and illegal logging, and to fully implement and, where relevant, strengthen national legislation.
A new EU Forest Strategy is announced in the European Green Deal Communication and included in the Revised Commission Work Programme for 2020, The Commission reaffirms its commitment to ensure policy consistency across the policy initiatives of relevance for forests and the forest-based sector. The Commission also recognises the importance of financing, including for research, and enhancing the use of EU and national budget, as well as private funds, ensuring a consistent approach among different funding instruments.
The Commission agrees on the need to build evidence-based policies and calls for efforts by all relevant actors to improve the knowledge base supporting the SFM concept, criteria and indicators and demonstrating their implementation, and contribution of SFM to the 2030 sustainability agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals and the achievement of the objectives of the European Green Deal. The Commission agrees on the need to reach out more to the public, as already identified in the review of the EU Forest Strategy in 2018, to fill an existing gap in the understanding and perception of the status, trends and roles of forests and their sustainable management, as also confirmed by the results of the most recent Eurobarometer[footnoteRef:3].  [3:  	Summary of the report is available here: https://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/survey/getsurveydetail/instruments/special/surveyky/2229] 

Forests multifunctionality and ecosystem services (paragraphs 8, 9, 13, 18, 21, 29, 32, 33 and 36)
The Commission agrees on the importance of the concept of forest multifunctionality and that finding the right balance between all ecosystem services will be crucial aspects of the new EU Forest Strategy. The Commission further reaffirms that a holistic approach to forests is necessary for the achievement of the objectives and priorities of the European Green Deal and for the benefit of the sectors and communities that depend on them. The European Commission also shares the view of the importance to consider the different characteristics of different forests and country-specific features and challenges, including biodiversity, climate, or resilience, ownership types, size, or structure.
The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s call to explore options to incentivise and remunerate forest owners and managers for the provision of ecosystem services, in particular carbon sequestration, including market-based mechanisms in order to incentivise substitution of fossil fuels by renewable raw materials, biodiversity conservation and soil fertility improvements. The Commission is committed to supporting sustainable livelihoods and income of forest owners, managers and rural communities, in particular through the development of the circular bioeconomy and rural areas. The Commission will continue to work with the Member States and stakeholders to ensure that the EU Forest Strategy contributes to preserve the well-being of all citizens, including in rural areas and help maintain wealthy rural populations. 
The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s call to consider in the EU Forest Strategy the links with the other sectors and policies. The Commission will ensure overall consistency and coherence between the EU Forest Strategy and relevant EU regulations including EU Biodiversity Strategy, increased climate ambition and climate legislation, the reformed Common Agricultural Policy, the EU Nature directives, the EU energy legislation strategies, and other policies including the circular-bioeconomy, research and innovation, and others, as relevant. 
Forests and biodiversity (paragraphs 5, 16 and 28)
The Commission agrees on the need to secure the role of biodiversity in ensuring that forest ecosystems remain healthy and resilient and to highlight the importance of the Natura 2000 sites, which offer the possibility to provide society with multiple ecosystem services.
The Commission agrees with the need for consistency with the biodiversity strategy, improving habitats status and connectivity in synergy with ensuring the positive impact of SFM on society, ensuring long-term and stable benefits of forests for the climate and the environment. The Commission notes, that the new Forest Strategy will build on the 2030 EU Biodiversity Strategy and cover the whole forest cycle, promoting the many services that forests provide.
The Commission is currently working, in close cooperation with the Member States under the Co-ordination Group for Biodiversity and Nature (CGBN), to define and map old-growth forests. The Standing Forestry Committee and other relevant expert groups will be timely consulted in the preparation of these definitions.
The Commission notes that Member States can already promote the planting of trees and bushes when using the EU funding, with the limitations defined in the relevant EU or national legislation. Species included in the list of invasive alien species of Union concern cannot be used while other non-native species can be financed if a risk assessment demonstrates that they have negligible risk of invasion. Native trees and bushes can play an important role in supporting wild pollinator populations, increasing soil fertility and providing other benefits for biodiversity, ecosystem services and climate resilience.
Status of the forest resources and deforestation (paragraphs 10, 11, 34, 39, 40, 45, 47, 48 and 49)
The Commission recognises that securing the health and resilience of forest ecosystems is crucial for climate, biodiversity, a resource-efficient and competitive economy with lively rural areas and wealthy rural populations. The Commission takes note on the identified need to increase efforts to enhance health and resilience, improve the ecological status and support the adaptation of forests to climate change, for their adequate support to environmental, social and economic functions and services they provide to our society, and to maintain them for the benefit of the coming generations.
The Commission agrees on the importance of high-level research and innovation to address challenges and fill data gaps, and on the need to capitalise innovation to support competitiveness. The Commission is of the view that the spread of pests and diseases in forests calls for a wide-ranging set of solutions, including research but also action on the ground, and improved monitoring. As announced in the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030, the Commission will work with other data providers to further develop the Forest Information System for Europe. This will help produce up-to-date assessments of the condition of European forests and link all EU forest data web-platforms. This will help produce up-to-date assessments of the condition of European forests and link all EU forest data web-platforms.
The Commission is aware of the crucial role of forests and forest-based products for reaching climate neutrality by 2050. The Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry (LULUCF) Regulation emphasises the role of forests and wood in reducing emissions and in carbon sequestration taking into account the principles of sustainable forest management. The Commission will propose to revise the LULUCF Regulation by June 2021 as part of efforts to step up the EU’s climate ambitions.
The Commission remarks that despite the focus on EU forests the strategy will also contribute to meet the EU’s international commitments and an established, consistent and holistic approach on forests, allowing stronger EU leadership internationally (2030 sustainability agenda, Paris Agreement, Convention on Biological Diversity, and Convention to Combat Desertification). The Communication on Stepping up EU Action to Protect and Restore the World’s Forests (2019) sets the basic framework for the EU’s global action, which needs to be properly and consistently taken into consideration when shaping domestic policies.
The Commission has already started preparatory work (impact assessment, open public consultation) on a new legislative proposal, planned in 2021, to curtail the placing of products associated with deforestation and forest degradation on the European market. In parallel, the Commission is also conducting a fitness check of the rules in place to fight illegal logging, namely the EU Timber Regulation and the European Union Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) Action Plan. The Commission will continue working in partnership with producing countries to reduce pressures on forests and help them implement sustainable forest-based value chains.
Legislation enforcement and corruption (paragraphs 5 and 7)
The Commission welcomes the call to address the cases of unsustainable practices and illegal logging, and to fully implement and, where relevant, strengthen national legislation. Moreover, while Member States’ authorities are responsible for the protection of forests and their biodiversity, including by enforcing the EU legislation relevant for forests, the Commission is carefully monitoring the implementation of this legislation within the EU.
The Commission does not have competence to conduct investigations on corruption cases that might occur when national authorities implement EU environmental legislation protecting forests unless the use of EU funds is involved. Yet, the Commission is carefully monitoring the implementation of this legislation within the EU and decides, when appropriate, to open infringement procedures.
Moreover, the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030 states that “the full implementation and enforcement of EU environmental legislation is therefore at the heart of this strategy, for which political support and financial and human resources will need to be prioritised. As regards the Birds and Habitats Directives, enforcement will focus on completing the Natura 2000 network, the effective management of all sites, species-protection provisions, and species and habitats that show declining trends. The Commission will also ensure that environment-related legislation with an impact on biodiversity is better implemented, enforced and – where necessary – reviewed and revised.”
Compliance, Role of Standing Forest Committee and Training (paragraphs 45, 50, 51, 52, 53 and 54)
The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s call to consider the implementation of an EU-wide digital wood-traceability mechanism, supports ongoing efforts to improve implementation and compliance through digitalisation, and reiterates its commitments to zero-tolerance on non- compliance. The new legislative proposal on deforestation-free products is meant to establish sustainability criteria against deforestation and increase transparency and traceability of supply chains.
The Commission acknowledges the central role of the Member States in the implementation of the post-2020 EU Forest Strategy and recognises the role of the Standing Forestry Committee. Other fora and committee exist, which within their mandates, also discuss, take decisions and provide expertise on policies relevant to forests. The Commission will explore how to further strengthen the governance framework and will involve relevant stakeholders and keep the European Parliament duly informed along different stages of preparation of the EU Forests Strategy.
The Commission takes note and shares the view of the importance given to sharing best practice, vocational training, cross-border cooperation, communication and information, as elements to consider in the EU Forest Strategy, within relevant actors respective competences and capacity, to plan and enhance action at all levels to effectively address the identified needs.
The Commission shares the Parliament’s views that education and a skilled, well-trained workforce are essential when it comes to the successful implementation of sustainable forest management in practice. The Commission will support developing innovative tools by supporting relevant research and innovation activities under Horizon Europe. Moreover, the new CAP ensures the continuation of the knowledge transfer and training actions and access to advisory services. The Commission notes the need to prioritise continuing high-quality vocational training in eco-construction and timber-related trade and is committed to working with the Member States through the Skills Agenda and its upcoming Pact for Skills and through Cohesion funds and the Just Transition Fund to finance training and re-training initiatives, in close cooperation with social partners.
Forests, climate change, bioenergy and circular bioeconomy (paragraphs 13, 14, 20, 23, 24, 31, 36 and 42)
The Commission notes that reaching climate neutrality requires contribution from all sectors and the need to significantly step-up EU action in all of them. Carbon sinks need to be maintained and enhanced to balance any remaining emissions in the economy, to achieve net-zero greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 2050. Forests play an important role as sinks. As announced in the Communication “Stepping up Europe’s 2030 climate ambition”, the Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry (LULUCF) sector’s emissions and removals will be fully integrated into the proposed 2030 EU greenhouse gas target, with the review and revision, where necessary of the LULUCF Regulation in 2021. The Biodiversity Strategy, the Farm to Fork Strategy, the forthcoming Forest Strategy, EU Nature Restoration Plan and the new Adaptation Strategy foresee strong policies in place to protect and enhance the natural sink and resilience of the EU’s forests to climate change, restore degraded land and ecosystems, and promote the bio-economy, including the use of durable harvested wood products, in full respect of ecological principles fostering biodiversity.
The Commission recognises the role of forests and the forest-based value chain as a critical contributor to many EU objectives, including carbon sequestration and storage, and its potential contribution to the bioeconomy. The Commission stresses that its recent Communication on A Renovation Wave for Europe[footnoteRef:4]. states the important role of organic building materials, such as sustainably-sourced wood, for turning parts of the construction sector into a carbon sink, also aiming to promote the dual benefits of organic building solutions and materials, which stock carbon and avoid the emissions associated to producing conventional construction materials. The Commission, which is also exploring options for a regulatory framework for certification of carbon removals that could facilitate rewarding farmers for the public good they provide, stresses the need for Member States’ commitment to implement these initiatives. The Commission is committed to promote the sustainability of renewable bio-based materials also by setting specific EU Ecolabel requirements. [4:  	https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1603122220757&uri=CELEX:52020DC0662] 

The Commission considers that sustainably produced bioenergy plays a role in meeting the EU climate and energy targets, requiring enforcement of the legislation and effective implementation of the sustainability criteria in the Renewable Energy Directive. In line with the Renewable Energy Directive, the Commission will develop operational guidance in 2021 on the new sustainability criteria on forest biomass for energy. In addition, as announced in the EU 2030 Biodiversity Strategy, the Commission will publish, by the end of 2020, a study on the sustainability of the use of forest biomass for bioenergy, to better understand and monitor the potential climate and biodiversity risks, and to inform the review and revision, where necessary, of the level of ambition of the Renewable Energy Directive, the Emissions Trading Scheme, and the Regulation on land use, land-use change and forestry set for 2021. 
The Commission is aware of the sources of pressures coming from outside of forests, such as urban expansion and climate change, as well as of the risks for the forest carbon sink of the rising negative impacts from natural hazards such as fires and pests. In this respect, the new EU Forest Strategy will have as key objectives to increase forest resilience and enhance the carbon sink, including through the bio-economy. The Commission understands that forest health, prevention of damages, restoration, reforestation and afforestation can be essential tools to achieve these objectives.
Forests, agriculture and rural areas (paragraphs 15, 16, 19, 26, 27, 30, 37, 38, 44 and 46)
The Commission stresses that the role of farmers and forest owners and managers and the importance of forests for rural areas is well recognised in the CAP but also other relevant policies, such as the EU Bioeconomy Strategy, the Farm to Fork, the EU Forest Strategy and the broad biodiversity and climate policies and directives. These policies aim to improve further the conditions for farmers and forest owners and managers as key actors in rural areas. The Commission is determined to integrate the Commission priorities, including the Green Deal, in all its financing streams, including the CAP, the Regional funds, and other relevant funds.
The Commission recalls that the proposal for the new CAP Strategic Plan Regulation specifically addresses the national competences and specificities in recital (39), whereby “Forestry measures should contribute to the implementation of the Union Forest Strategy, and be based on Member States' national or sub-national forest programs or equivalent instruments,….” and stresses that the CAP Strategic Plans should provide a consistent framework within each country for designing and implementing the most appropriate interventions and investments in support of sustainable management of agricultural and forest land.
The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s calls to ensure the appropriate biodiversity protection and improving the sustainable forest management when EU funds are used, and recognises the potential role of agroforestry and elements diversifying the landscapes, such as shelterbelts, bushes and trees, for sustainable agriculture, for supporting environmental objectives and for the protection of farms against extreme events. The Commission is of the view that the new CAP and its strategic planning approach, and the amended definitions and conditions for eligibility under the new CAP will effectively contribute to the viability and applicability of agroforestry systems and the increase of landscape elements, and invites the Member States to make use of these enhanced opportunities for promoting them.
The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s call for ensuring fair and competitive market conditions within the EU, for the successful development of a sustainable circular bio-economy and the need to ensure continuity of forestry and agroforestry measures through both rural development and block exemptions. 
The Commission shares the Parliament’s views that research and deployment of new knowledge are important, and recalls that, among others, the agricultural European Innovation Partnership (EIP-AGRI) works to foster competitive and sustainable farming and forestry that 'achieves more and better from less'. The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s call for initiatives in concert with manufacturers of forestry machinery, to improve the environmental design. The Commission supports several initiatives, among others through the European Innovation Partnership (EIP-AGRI), which can boost the research and innovation in the mentioned areas by supporting Operation Groups, which can develop and try new methods or machinery in the real working environment.
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