Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on the draft Council decision on the conclusion, on behalf of the European Union, of the Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of Seychelles 
and its implementing protocol
1. Rapporteur: Caroline ROOSE (Greens/EFA / FR)
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Reference numbers: 2020/0002M (NLE) / A9-0184/2020 / P9_TA-PROV(2020)0303
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 November 2020
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)
5. Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The European Parliament’s resolution supports the conclusion of the new Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement (SFPA) between the EU and the Republic of Seychelles. It recognises that the SFPA has ensured sustainable fishing activities of the EU fleet and that the agreement is economically very important for the Seychelles.
Parliament welcomes the reinforcement of monitoring, control and surveillance measures in the SFPA, noting that the SFPA must contribute to sustainable fishing in the region and reflect the conservation and management measures of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC). In this context, the European Parliament urges the Commission, together with the Seychelles authorities, to take all necessary measures within IOTC to stop the overfishing of yellowfin tuna and to step up the fight against Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing. The European Parliament calls for stronger conservation measures, for improving data collection and analysis and for overseeing the contribution made by EU ship-owners to the Seychelles’ fund related to environmental management. Furthermore, the European Parliament invites the Commission to ensure that the reflagging of EU vessels is in compliance with relevant EU legislation.
As regards the sectoral support component, the European Parliament calls for a bigger focus of the programs on the development of the local fisheries sector, and for an increased transparency on its implementation and effects on local economy. Finally, the European Parliament calls on the Commission to make publicly available the minutes and results of the Joint Committee meetings and stresses the need to be fully informed at all stages of procedures concerning the SFPA.
6. Response to the requests in the resolution and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
As regards the sustainability of EU fishing activities (paragraph 8), the new Protocol steps up the provisions for monitoring, control and surveillance of fishing activities, including also the possibility to carry out joint EU-Seychelles inspections on EU vessels, hence reflecting the commitment of both the EU and Seychelles to ensure sustainable fishing in Seychelles waters. 
As regards the situation of the yellowfin tuna (YFT) stocks (paragraph 9), the Commission considers the strengthening of the conservation measure for yellowfin tuna the most important priority for the future work of the IOTC. For this reason, during the 2020 IOTC annual meeting, the EU proposed and obtained the convening of an ad hoc intersessional meeting, which will be held in March 2021, devoted to explore solutions for the yellowfin tuna stocks and potentially for all the other tropical tuna species. Coherent with this approach, the EU advocates for a review of the existing resolution on YFT and to ultimately adopt, based on the scientific advice, management measures that cover all active fleets regardless of size and area of operation, establish a clear payback mechanism and put an end to the current situation, where a series of exemptions de facto undermine the effectiveness of the management measures. Cooperation between the EU and the Seychelles to first adopt these revised measures and then to ensure their implementation by all fleets will be crucial to ensure a successful rebuild of the YFT stocks.
As regards stronger conservation measures and more particularly Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs) (paragraph 12), the new Protocol contains already innovative provisions to reduce the number of FADs and introduce mandatory non-entangling designs and the use of biodegradable materials. Furthermore, the Protocol foresees that Union vessels shall endeavour to apply technical measures in order to improve the selectivity of fishing gears and to reduce the incidental catch of non-targeted species (paragraph 10). As regards the contribution by ship-owners to a dedicated fund for the environmental management and observation of marine ecosystems in Seychelles waters (paragraph 23), Seychelles authorities will report regularly through the Joint Committee on the utilisation of such contribution as foreseen in the Protocol.
As regards Seychelles flagged vessels (paragraph 20), they do not fall within the scope of the SFPAs with Seychelles. Operators can choose freely where to register their vessels and the limitation imposed by Regulation (EU) 2017/2403 concerns the abusive change of flag (e.g. if vessels change regularly in and out of the flag of one EU Member State to escape obligations or circumvent their quota). The number of purse seiners under the Seychelles flag is stable for many years; furthermore, they are subject to IOTC obligations and operate in a transparent manner.
The priority areas of action within the sectoral support programme are identified and proposed by the partner country. As regards the implementation and future development of the Protocol in place (paragraph 21), the Commission discussed the priorities of the new multi-annual programme identified by Seychelles authorities as to target the needs and support the development of the local communities, involving them directly. Under the previous Protocol, a number of projects have been set up to support the local fisheries sector, from the setting up of small scales facilities to capacity building initiatives and the construction of local market facilities, such as La Digue fish market and gear stores, as well as support to the Fisheries Monitoring Centre for the improvement of standards in Monitoring, Control and Surveillance. Furthermore, COVID related measures to support local fishermen were also funded last year. The Seychelles Comprehensive Fisheries Plan foresees relevant new projects for infrastructures and support to fishing communities in districts, which will be funded under the sectoral programme of the current Protocol. As regards transparency, the current Protocol foresees reinforced mechanisms for planning, management, implementation and annual reporting of the financial component and of the activities under the sectoral support programme as well as communication actions on the impact of the programmes. Furthermore, the Commission will be reflecting further on how to improve such mechanisms and increase the impact of the sectoral support under SFPAs.
[bookmark: A9202]The minutes of the Joint Committee meetings are always shared by the Commission with the Council and the European Parliament (paragraph 25), but they are not published as public information. The Commission will continue keeping the European Parliament informed on the implementation of the EU-Seychelles SFPA.

