Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on the draft Council decision on the conclusion of the agreement between the European Union and the Government of the People’s Republic of China on cooperation on, and protection of, geographical indications
1. Rapporteur: Iuliu WINKLER (EPP / RO)
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Reference numbers: 2020/0089M (NLE) / A9-0202/2020 / P9_TA-PROV(2020)0298
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 11 November 2020
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on International Trade (INTA)
5. Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The European Parliament’s resolution welcomes the conclusion of the EU-China agreement on the protection of geographical indications (GIs) and the high level of protection granted to GIs through the agreement.
The resolution underlines the importance of GIs in EU agricultural policies and the need to protect them on a major agri-food market such as China. It calls for the agreement to be extended in the future to include additional GIs and highlights the need for its effective implementation and proper enforcement.
The resolution also calls for an overall reciprocal EU-China trade relation.
6. Response to the requests and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission welcomes the Parliament’s resolution on the EU-China Agreement. The resolution is comprehensive and detailed. It emphasises the economic potential contribution of GIs to rural development, noting the challenges producers can face in term of protection of their rights. It also highlights the need for further cooperation with China on GI related issues to ensure that the Agreement can develop its full potential.
Extension of the agreement (paragraphs 4, 11 and 14)
The Commission takes note of the European Parliament’s call to extend the agreement to other EU GIs as soon as possible. The Commission is aware of the interest of EU producers to have more GIs protected in China. The initial 100 GIs and the next 175 listed in the agreement have been selected in close contact with the Member States and based on criteria such as their commercial importance, export potential and the risk of counterfeiting in the partner country.
The Commission recalls that the agreement contains a clause foreseeing the possibility of adding further GIs beyond the ones already listed. Should more GIs be identified based on the criteria listed above, the Commission will work with China to have them added to the agreement in the future.
Effective implementation and enforcement (paragraphs 1, 3, 11, 13 and 14)
The Commission shares the Parliament’s views regarding the importance of a comprehensive implementation and enforcement of the agreement. We have already started to plan, in the context of relevant EU-funded programmes with China, various activities with relevant authorities and stakeholders to raise awareness of the agreement as well as of its high level of protection.
The agreement creates a Joint Committee tasked with monitoring the agreement and the Commission will work closely with the Member States and the relevant Chinese authorities to ensure that the terms of the agreement are respected on both the European and Chinese markets.
The Commission welcomes the opportunity to update the Parliament annually on the progress of the implementation of the EU-China GIs Agreement.
GIs from the United Kingdom (paragraph 4)
The Commission takes note of the Parliament urging the Commission to replace GIs from the United Kingdom with ones from EU Member-States. On 1 January 2021, the UK left the EU Single Market and Customs Union, as well as all EU policies and international agreements. Therefore, UK GIs do not meet the condition of originating in the territory of the Parties anymore. The Commission shares the view of the Parliament that these GIs shall be removed from the agreement between the European Union and the government of the People's Republic of China on cooperation on, and protection of geographical indications.
The Commission will work with China to agree on how to replace these GIs as soon as possible.
US-China Phase one deal (paragraph 14)
The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s concern regarding the potential impact of the US-China “phase one deal” on the protection of EU GIs in China. The Commission has discussed the potential implications of the US-China phase one deal with China and has been reassured on several occasions that it would not have a negative impact on its trade relations with the EU.
The 175 names on the second list will have to go through the same procedure of publication for opposition as the first 100 names did. This process will give the possibility for relevant third countries operators to object a potential protection. In this process, the Commission will, like in all its international agreements, defend the interest of EU rightful GI holders and ensure their interests are protected.
Continuous cooperation on protection of GIs with China (paragraphs 7, 9, 10, 11 and 12)
The Commission shares the European Parliament’s view on the need for a continuous cooperation on the protection of GIs to address the potential challenges by EU producers on the Chinese market.
The Commission intends to build on the relevant provisions of the agreement and on the work of the Joint Committee to ensure the protection of GI holders. The Commission is in regular contact with relevant Chinese authorities and stakeholders on the matter of protection of geographical indications in China.
The Commission monitors legislative developments regarding GIs in China and regularly sends comments on draft legislative texts.
Barriers to EU agri-food exports (paragraph 8)
The Commission shares the European Parliament’s concerns regarding unjustified barriers to agri-food exports.

The Commission intends to continue making all efforts by relevant services working closely together, in every relevant bilateral dialogue with China, in order to address any unjustified barriers to EU agri-food exports.

