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the EU strategy on adaptation to climate change
1. Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 136(5) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure
2. Reference numbers: 2020/2532 (RSP) / B9-0422/2020 / P9_TA-PROV(2020)0382
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 17 December 2020
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The European Parliament’s resolution emphasises that climate adaptation is necessary for the Union as a whole and for all countries and regions in order to minimise adverse and irreversible impacts of climate change. It recognises that EU cities and regions are already faced with wide-ranging adverse effects of climate change. The European Parliament calls for a renewed and improved focus on adaptation.
The European Parliament seeks to ensure that all EU regions are prepared to tackle the impacts of climate change and to support the Member States in sharing knowledge and best practices by providing the necessary capacity-building and training, and a framework for the proper exchange of information across local, sub-national and national authorities. It also calls to develop guidelines on urban heat emergencies and to encourage the exchange of best practices between Member States in this context.
The Parliament stresses the importance of using sustainable nature-based solutions for adaptation, and calls to include ambitious action plans on stepping up their use. It calls to ensure that the new strategy is holistic and covers the whole range of climate impacts and to align the future EU climate adaptation strategy with the objectives of the EU Biodiversity Strategy. It calls to promote water re-use and revise the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive and to adequately and swiftly address desertification and land degradation. It also calls to further identify and fill knowledge gaps, to create an adaptation analysis and modelling forum to improve the use of climate change impact and adaptation models for policy-making. It also calls to promote and facilitate adaptation outside of the EU.
6. Response to the requests and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission::
The new EU Adaptation Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change is a comprehensive effort, based on an impact assessment and the evaluation of the previous 2013 EU Adaptation Strategy. In setting a long-term vision that in 2050 the EU will be a climate-resilient society, fully adapted to the unavoidable impacts of climate change it raises ambition and gives adaptation a renewed focus (paragraph 5). Member States will continue to be the main implementation partners - and more ambitious and more proactive EU-level action is mean to help them (and other stakeholders) meet their adaptation needs. The European Parliament’s resolution was extremely timely in the design phase of the Strategy – it provided a great deal of steer and helped extend the scope and ambition.
Climate resilience in the Strategy framework, echoing many of the points of the resolution, translates throughout the policy cycle into improved knowledge and data; support to policy development and climate risk management at all levels, and accelerated adaptation action across the board. With the new strategy, the Commission is doing its part to equip Europe to become more climate-resilient, including in its infrastructure (paragraphs 7 and 43). Full implementation of the actions of the strategy would put Europe in a much better position to face climate impacts already by 2030. This would mean adaptation awareness and planning spread to every single local authority, company and household; adaptation implementation well underway for those most affected; and global leadership in areas such as climate services, climate proofing, or nature-based solutions.
The European Commission will continue to push the frontiers of knowledge on adaptation, and will improve the availability of more and better climate-related risk and losses data, to support all EU regions in their preparations to tackle the impacts of climate change through adaptation. It will also support the Member States in sharing knowledge and best practices by providing the necessary capacity-building and training and by improving Climate-ADAPT as the authoritative European platform for adaptation action; a framework for the proper exchange of information and best practices across local, sub-national and national authorities (paragraph 60). By establishing a European climate and health observatory under Climate-ADAPT we can get a deeper understanding of the climate-related risks for health and greater capacity to counter them. The support for this initiative in the resolution (paragraphs 17 and 64) was noted and very welcome in the final stages of its preparation. This will also include the possibility to develop guidelines on urban heat emergencies (paragraph 66). Climate-ADAPT can encourage the exchange of best practices between the Member States in this context.
The Commission will continue to actively mainstream climate resilience considerations in all relevant policy fields. It will support the development and implementation of adaptation strategies and plans at all levels of governance. In this systemic approach, priority will be given to promoting nature-based solutions for adaptation (paragraphs 8 and 63). The Commission will foster the development of financial approaches and products that cover nature-based adaptation and continue to incentivise and assist Member States to rollout nature-based solutions through assessments, guidance, capacity building, and EU funding.
The new Strategy on Climate Adaptation is holistic and covers the whole range of climate impacts. It is aligned with the objectives of the new EU Biodiversity Strategy (paragraphs 34 and 36). Under the objective of faster adaptation, focus is shifting to developing and rolling out solutions, among others to ensure the availability and sustainability of freshwater (paragraphs 37 and 38). It will help reduce water use, and promote water re-use. The Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive is under revision (paragraph 39). Sustainable water and soil management and land-use are important tools to address land degradation, including desertification.
The Commission will support the development of adaptation solutions, including decision support tools. It will step up support to planning and implementation of local adaptation and launch an adaptation support facility under the EU Covenant of Mayors (paragraphs 10 and 15).
With regard to stepping up international action for climate resilience, the EU will promote and facilitate adaptation in EU partner countries outside the EU. It aims to increase international climate finance for adaptation through the EU instruments for external action and by leveraging private sector investments (paragraphs 54 and 55). It will also increase the pool of knowledge and tools on adaptation available to non-EU countries.

