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1. Rapporteur: Jens GIESEKE (EPP / DE)
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Reference numbers: 2019/2192 (INI) / A9-0251/2020 / P9_TA-PROV(2021)0010
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 20 January 2021
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The European Parliament’s resolution recognises the need to revise the TEN-T Regulation and make it future proof in order to ensure the functioning of the EU internal market, the competitiveness of the EU and to support the transition towards smart, sustainable, efficient and safe mobility (paragraph 4).
The European Parliament emphasizes that the key changes to the new TEN-T need to be the integration of alternative fuel infrastructure (paragraph 6) and the support for digitalisation and innovation of all modes of transport (paragraph 9). It also calls to equip the network in such a way as to make it more resilient towards new risks and crises and calls on the Commission to propose a legislative framework to improve the risk-management, resilience and climate adaptation of transport infrastructure on the core network, all modes included (paragraph 12). It points out the importance of regular and standardised maintenance of the TEN-T infrastructure (bridges, tunnels) and calls on the Commission to develop a common European approach for inspections and quality ratings of TEN-T infrastructure (paragraph 13).
The European Parliament stresses upon the utmost objective to complete the core network by 2030 (paragraph 1) and to strengthen the monitoring and reporting tools of TEN-T (paragraphs 3 and 20 to 23). It calls to build on the existing legislation and only allow for small changes with regard to the TEN-T network design (paragraph 5).
The European Parliament stresses the need to promote in particular multimodal transport links in urban nodes, ports, airports and platforms (paragraph 7) and to improve last-mile infrastructure as to enhance the efficiency of the TEN-T network. It calls for the quality of road infrastructure to be maintained and shifted towards low-emission road mobility (paragraphs 25 to 29). It also calls to strengthen rail connections (in particular cross-border connections and connections between economic centres) and to optimise rail corridors (paragraphs 31 to 34). It stresses the importance to increase the capacity, quality and good navigability of inland waterways, to recognise the vital role of maritime and inland ports as strategic nodes of the network as well as the importance of short sea connections for regional connectivity (paragraphs 35 to 39). It emphasizes the need to accelerate the uptake of alternative fuels for air transport (paragraph 42).
The European Parliament encourages addressing a better connection of the TEN-T beyond the EU’s external borders (paragraphs 45 and 46).
6. Response to the requests and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
As regards the key challenges that shall be addressed by the TEN-T revision in order to make the TEN-T network future proof, the Commission’s position is fully aligned with the European Parliament’s resolution. Indeed, the main guiding principles of the revision will be to make the TEN-T greener, more digital and resilient and thus to support the transition towards smart, sustainable, efficient and safe mobility.
The Commission shares the European Parliament’s objective to ensure the completion of the core network by 2030 and of the comprehensive network by 2050, as required by the current legal framework. Streamlining of the monitoring and reporting obligations and tools of TEN-T would certainly contribute to this objective. The role of the European coordinators and related governance tools should be strengthened to strive for a greater alignment of national infrastructure and investment plans with the requirements set by the regulation.
In order not to endanger the completion of the network by the deadlines set in the current legislation, the Commission very much welcomes the European Parliament’s resolution calling to allow only for minor changes to the TEN-T network design and to preserve the deadlines of 2030 and 2050. Any change to the maps specifying the TEN-T network will have to be in line with a transparent methodology, based on an objective and harmonised approach.
As regards the standards and requirements by transport mode, the Commission will be looking into how to strengthen them as to enhance the efficiency and intermodality of the network and to contribute to a low-emission mobility whilst respecting a technology neutral approach for the introduction of alternative fuels.
While the main responsibility for maintenance lies with Member States, the Commission will assess how the life cycle approach of the infrastructure can be taken into account especially for new constructions.
The Commission also supports the European Parliament’s resolution regarding the cooperation with third countries, in particular in view of the TEN-T connections beyond the EU’s external borders. The Commission will be looking into ways of how to develop common infrastructure planning at EU external borders and to promote EU standards to ensure interoperability with the EU network.

