[bookmark: OSTROVETS]Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on the safety of the nuclear power plant in Ostrovets (Belarus)
1. Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 136(5) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure
2. Reference numbers: 2021/2511 (RSP) / B9-0109/2021 / P9_TA-PROV(2021)0052
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 11 February 2021
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution of the European Parliament stresses the importance of ensuring the highest nuclear safety for the Belarus Nuclear Power Plant to the EU. It lists the Parliament’s main concerns regarding the safety of this nuclear power plant and the geopolitical nature of the project, and explains its position vis-à-vis them. Amongst other elements, the European Parliament calls for all the European Nuclear Safety Regulators Group (ENSREG) safety recommendations to be implemented before the commercial operation of the plant, and for electricity trade with Belarus to be suspended through measures compliant with international obligations. The European Parliament invites Belarus, ENSREG, the European Commission, the EU and its institutions to take a number of actions to address these concerns.
The European Parliament recommendations are largely in line with the actions the Commission has been taking since the start of the ENSREG peer review process and activities to advance the synchronisation of the Baltic States with the Continental European Network. The recommendations focus on three main axes: (i) nuclear safety, (ii) synchronisation of the Baltic countries and (iii) measures to halt commercial electricity exchanges with Belarus. While the first two axes of activity are already being implemented, the Commission is facilitating the search for a common solution on electricity imports from Belarus through regular meetings with the three Baltic countries and providing technical advice.
Timely completion of the ENSREG peer review of the remaining safety recommendations depends on the improvement of pandemic conditions that would allow the full peer review team to travel to Belarus and on the continued cooperation of Belarus in the coming months. This cooperation will help the Commission to maintain accurate, up-to-date knowledge on the nuclear safety situation in the Ostrovets nuclear power plant.
Completing the synchronisation project in time, by the end of 2025, requires, in the first place, the solidarity, close cooperation and constructive engagement of the three Baltic States. 
Reflection continues among the Commission services on how to address the Conclusions of the European Council of 10-11 December 2020 on electricity trade and EU nuclear safety levels.


6. [bookmark: _GoBack]Response to the requests and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission takes good note of the European Parliament’s resolution on the safety of the nuclear power plant in Ostrovets.
The importance of nuclear safety in the Ostrovets Nuclear Power Plant is already taken into account with actions on all three axes described in section 5 being implemented by the Commission: 
· (Recital F, paragraphs 3, 15 and 17) - The Commission has been actively working for many years to minimise any risks from the commissioning of this nuclear power plant and will continue to spare no efforts to avoid any possible threat, especially to EU citizens. In this regard, the Commission facilitated the original stress test peer review in 2018 and has also provided all the necessary assistance in its power to support the successful completion of the first phase of the peer review process of the Belarusian National Action Plan, including the site visit that took place on 9-10 February 2021. The peer review team’s preliminary report has been published after ENSREG Members approved it by consensus on 3 March 2021.
· (Recital F, paragraphs 6, 15 and 17) - ENSREG and the Commission will continue to work closely with the Belarusian authorities on the timely completion of the peer review process. In the second phase of the peer review exercise, ENSREG and the Commission will continue to follow closely the implementation of the remaining recommendations and the Commission will continue to provide political, practical and logistical support for the peer review team’s work. Through virtual meetings with their Belarusian counterparts, the ENSREG experts will prepare a second on-site visit, by the full team of ENSREG experts, to verify the effective implementation of the remaining recommendations. This visit will take place once pandemic conditions allow – possibly in mid-2021. The peer review team will then prepare their final report for endorsement by ENSREG and subsequent publication. The final report will describe in detail the improvement measures taken by Belarus to address all recommendations.
· (Paragraphs 7, 10 and 17) - The ENSREG peer review process is set to guarantee a credible, independent and robust technical review of the safety situation. In addition to ENSREG peer reviews, Belarus also hosts other international peer reviews, such as those carried out by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), which inter alia address the independence of the regulator. The Commission will encourage Belarus to continue hosting such peer review missions. The IAEA has an observer status in ENSREG. 
· (Paragraphs 15 and 16) - The Commission has consistently called upon Belarus to implement all recommendations of the 2018 ENSREG nuclear stress report without delay. On 10 March, Commissioner Simson has written to the Prime Minister of Belarus recalling that the first peer review report is an interim report, that all recommendations are significant for safety and should be implemented without delay, and calling upon Belarus to contribute to confidence building and trust by implementing licensing decisions after the completion of the full peer review and in any case after necessary safety improvements have been undertaken, without any rushed process.
· (Paragraph 17) - ENSREG already has the processes in place for monitoring the implementation of the stress test nuclear safety National Action Plans in all participating countries, including in the EU. The Commission will encourage Belarus to cooperate with ENSREG according to the same processes.
· (Paragraphs 12 and 17) - In addition to cooperation on the completion of the ENSREG peer review, the Commission is seeking to open new channels with Belarus for maintaining regular contacts in the nuclear safety area through encouraging rapid involvement of Belarus in the European Community Urgent Radiological Information Exchange (ECURIE) system, and its formal participation in the European Radiological Data Exchange Platform (EURDEP). Further technical discussions are expected to take place in the coming months.
· (Paragraph 17) - The Commission is also ready to offer further technical support to the Belarusian nuclear safety authorities under the future European Instrument for International Nuclear Safety Cooperation, building on the projects carried out under the existing Instrument for Nuclear Safety Cooperation. The continuation of this support will assist Belarus to build up its expertise and expert resources in nuclear safety, in the interest of all.
· (Paragraph 19) - With regard to the Conclusions of the European Council of 10-11 December 2020, the Commission is examining how agreement could be reached within the EU on what constitutes EU recognised safety levels that could be imposed on the EU neighbourhood. The Commission is also analysing EU’s obligations under international law and national prerogatives on nuclear energy in the context of investigating possible measures at EU level concerning electricity imports from third countries.
· (Paragraphs 18 and 19) – The Commission notes that, on 3 November 2020, when the Ostrovets power plant was connected to the grid, all commercial exchanges of electricity from Belarus were stopped, following the enforcement of Lithuanian legislation in this respect. No electricity from the Belarusian grid is currently commercially exchanged with the EU. The Latvian Government has also decided in August 2020 not to allow exchanges of electricity from Belarus and trade with Russia now continues with the implementation of a proof of origin system in order to demonstrate that the electricity exchanged originates from Russian producers.
· (Paragraph 20) - The Commission is engaged on both a political and a technical level, since May 2019, with the Baltic States putting in place a detailed joint regime for commercial electricity exchanges with non-EU countries that is in line with national and EU law as well as international obligations.
· (Paragraph 21) - Nevertheless, commercial electricity exchanges with non-EU countries must be seen in the context of the synchronisation of the Baltic States electricity systems with continental Europe to be accomplished by the end of 2025. The synchronisation will permanently settle the concerns of the Baltic States as regards electricity flows.
· The Baltic States already benefit from an integrated power market between the Baltic States, the Nordic Countries and Poland, and greatly improved interconnections with other EU Member States, thanks to a number of EU projects and investments.
· The synchronisation of the Baltic States electricity system with continental Europe is a key priority for the Commission to address their current situation of dependency on energy policy decisions taken outside the EU’s jurisdiction.
· Likewise, it will guarantee that the Baltic States can fully participate in the implementation of the Green Deal objectives and ensure that their energy system will become fully sustainable.
· The synchronisation with the EU power system is an ambitious and long-term project that, the Commission has pursued for over a decade, in close cooperation with all countries concerned. The Commission has demonstrated its commitment, both financially with EU grants, but also, politically at the highest level. In total, the synchronisation efforts have, by now, benefited from over EUR 1 billion in EU grants.
· The Commission continues full efforts in establishing the energy independence of the Baltic States, and for making them a full member of the EU energy system by the end of 2025 at latest.
In conclusion, the Commission is therefore taking full account of the resolution of the European Parliament on Safety of the Nuclear Power Plant in Ostrovets and will continue its activities according to its competence and mandate to protect common EU interests. The work to develop the possible new measures to address the Conclusions of the European Council and follow up to nuclear safety peer review actions will take into account the recommendations of this resolution of the European Parliament.

