[bookmark: Roadworthiness][bookmark: DEP]Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on the implementation report on the road safety aspects of the Roadworthiness Package
1. Rapporteur: Benoît LUTGEN (EPP / BE)
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Reference numbers: 2019/2205 (INI) / A9-0028/2021 / P9_TA-PROV(2021)0122
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 27 April 2021
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The European Parliament in its resolution aims to assess the transposition and implementation of the Roadworthiness Package in the Member States from a road safety perspective. Its focus is (a) on how the Package has been transposed by the Member States into national legislation and whether and to what extent the transposition has led to common standards and comparable levels for road safety; and (b) on the extent to which the current framework is future-proof.
The European Parliament is largely of the opinion that the transposition of the Roadworthiness Package at national level, as well as the practical functioning of some of its provisions has shown an improved harmonisation of national procedures in the Member States, in particular for the content and methods of testing. The transposition of the Package has also helped in increasing the quality of periodic technical inspections and countries’ coordination in roadside inspection, as well as road safety standards.
However, the resolution also raises a number of points with concerns about the decrease in the number of roadworthiness tests for commercial vehicles and the reduction in national budgets for road safety enforcement. It also calls on the Member States to step up their efforts to reach the target of 5% minimum checks on vehicles registered in their territory, in line with the commitments made in 2018. The adopted text also calls for mandatory controls to be carried out on two- and three-wheel vehicles. In addition, the European Parliament regrets that EU law do not require mandatory cargo securing inspections and expect the Commission to propose to set minimum requirements in this area. Finally, the European Parliament wants to facilitate the exchange of data between Member States on roadworthiness tests and odometer readings, believing that EU citizens should be better protected against fraud.
The resolution specifically calls for concrete action in the following areas:
· Transposition and implementation: need to gradually move away from voluntary provisions and develop a system of obligatory requirements to increase the harmonisation at EU level of aspects such as cargo securing, information exchange and cooperation between the Member States.
· Frequency and content of tests: need to tighten the test regime and introducing the obligation of additional checks for certain vehicle categories and new transport mode vehicles; include new advanced safety and driver assistance within the scope of periodic technical inspections as well as the skills and knowledge of vehicle inspectors; extend the obligation to conduct roadside inspections to two- and three-wheel vehicles; assess the possibility to include in the obligatory periodical technical inspection regime also categories of smaller two and three-wheel vehicles; develop more harmonised and concrete penalties for odometer fraud, along with further robust anti-tampering measures; improve emission testing.
· Equipment used and training of inspectors: need to improve and harmonise the training content for inspectors; promote exchange of good practice.
· Technical roadside inspections and cargo securing: need to ensure that the 5 % minimum target for the number of roadside inspections is actually reached; further improve the quality and non-discriminatory nature of these roadside inspections; define harmonised minimum requirements for cargo securing and mandatory cargo securing equipment; improve competences, training and knowledge for personnel and inspectors involved in cargo securing.
· Data exchange between the Member States:  need to facilitate systematic data exchange on roadworthiness testing and odometer readings between their respective competent authorities for testing, registration and vehicle approval; move away from the obligation of delivery of physical documents and the obligation for the driver to present printed registration certificates, yet to make use of electronic records.
6. Response to the requests and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission has started the preparatory work for a proposal for the revision of the EU legal framework on roadworthiness testing of vehicles. During this process, starting with an evaluation of the current legal framework, shortcomings in the application of the current legislation, problems encountered as well as new needs will be thoroughly examined and analysed. In the course of this work, an exhaustive review of all aspects identified will be carried out, followed by an impact assessment of different policy scenarios that would address these. The process is complemented by open public consultations and targeted consultation of relevant stakeholder groups, in order to come to meaningful conclusions. 
The views the European Parliament expressed in its resolution will, of course, be carefully considered too in this context.
Against this background, it is currently premature to conclude at this stage on certain specific aspects and how these can be best addressed.
In respect to the issues raised in the European Parliament resolution, the Commission can acknowledge, at this stage, the following areas for improvement, which might require particular attention during the planned revision:
· Reinforcing the provisions for the testing of vehicles, both in respect of Periodical technical Inspections (PTI) and Roadside Inspections (RSI).
· Striving for a higher degree of harmonisation as regards certain minimum requirements.
· Paying particular attention to two- or three-wheel vehicles, both under environmental and safety aspects, with a view to increasing the safety of vulnerable road users.
· Reinforcing the provisions to protect consumers from fraud, tampering and manipulation, notably odometer fraud.
· Adapting provisions to make these fit for purpose in view of the upcoming trends of automation and digitalization in the automotive sector.
· Improving the cross-border exchange of safety-relevant vehicle data, including their exchange in electronic format and in a secure manner.
The revision process has just started. In the context of the Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy, a Commission proposal for a possible revision of the EU legal framework on roadworthiness testing of vehicles has been announced for 2023.

