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1. Rapporteur: Karima DELLI (Greens/EFA / FR)
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Reference numbers: 2019/2193 (INI) / A9-0029/2021 / P9_TA-PROV(2021)0131
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 27 April 2021
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution calls for EU funding for the decarbonisation of ports, modal shift towards short sea shipping, improvement of maritime links and deployment of innovative solutions in ports. The European Parliament also calls on the Commission to promote Motorways of the Sea in the context of the TEN-T policy. The purpose is to facilitate short sea shipping and to strengthen maritime transport as a sustainable alternative to land transport. They also call on the Commission to facilitate port cooperation (“clustering”) and to allow for ports on the comprehensive network to obtain co-funding. This also entails providing significant financial support as well as ensuring better connectivity of ports to the hinterland, especially through better connectivity to the rail network.
6. Response to the requests and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
Paragraph 1: To achieve a climate-neutral Europe by 2050, the Commission tabled in July 2021 the Fit for 55 package of measures to reduce emissions by at least 55% by 2030. As part of this package, the Commission proposed to apply the polluter-pays principle to maritime transport through the extension of the EU Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) to maritime and the revision of the Energy Tax Directive.
Paragraph 2: On ship emissions, the Commission also proposed as part of the Fit for 55 package the FuelEU Maritime initiative, which will promote the use of renewable low-carbon fuels in maritime transport and reduce the use of fossil fuels. To minimise the risk of carbon leakage, the initiative introduces requirements on maritime operators to stimulate demand for such fuels and complement other provisions on supply (Renewable Energy Directive) and distribution (Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Regulation). FuelEU Maritime takes a goal-based approach without favouring specific technologies. It defines a long-term regulatory pathway with targets that allow operators to know well in advance the requirements that they will be expected to meet (paragraph 3). This would allow to build a timely but gradual uptake of sustainable alternative fuels and the deployment of the necessary infrastructure for their further market penetration.
At the International Maritime Organization (IMO), the Commission, together with the Member States, steered further development of global carbon intensity standards and their adoption at the meeting of the Marine Environment Protection Committee held on 10-17 June 2021 (MEPC 76). To pave the way for the effective uptake of sustainable alternative fuels at global level, the Commission is preparing a submission of the Union to the IMO for life cycle guidelines to estimate greenhouse gas emissions intensity of marine fuels for the discussion at the 77th meeting of the Marine Environment Protection Committee in November 2021.
Paragraph 5: On IMO’s strategy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, the Commission, together with the Member States, succeeded in pushing for the adoption of the work plan for the implementation of mid-term measures, including a market-based measure, to deliver on the ambition of the Initial IMO strategy on reduction of Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions from ship and its forthcoming revision scheduled for 2023. Given the international and competitive dimension of the maritime transport sector, the Commission has also carefully assessed and taken into account the coordination and consistency of the forthcoming EU initiatives on maritime with potential future measures at the IMO. Information on the package of measures and notably FuelEU maritime and the extension of ETS to maritime transport will be shared with the IMO in September. Currently the Commission is considering with Member States different options for Union submissions to the IMO on medium term measures that will contribute on the decarbonisation of the fuel used by ships.
Paragraph 6: On ship energy efficiency, the Commission agrees that improvements in ship energy efficiency and an increased use of cleaner fuels should be pursued in parallel. This requires however separate instruments and for this reason the Commission aims to propose a basket of measures to address maritime emissions with the objective of addressing the various technological, market and regulatory barriers that hinder the decarbonisation of the sector. Accordingly, while the FuelEU Maritime initiative focuses on the use of cleaner energy, other instruments such as carbon pricing will incentivise the implementation of energy efficiency measures, along with energy efficiency measures at global level (existing technical standards for new ships and carbon intensity measures adopted at MEPC 76). The Commission agrees that the FuelEU Maritime initiative should assess emissions through a life-cycle approach incorporating all GHG emissions and consider the greenhouse gas emission savings thresholds set out in Directive (EU) 2018/2001 on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources.
Paragraph 11: On zero emissions at berth, with the FuelEU Maritime initiative, the Commission indeed aims to promote the objective of zero emissions at berth by obliging use of on-shore power supply or other zero emission technologies for the most polluting ships. Requirements on the demand side will be matched with requirements on ports to develop infrastructure for on-shore power supply within the context of the revision of Directive 2014/94/EU on the deployment of alternative fuels infrastructure.
On the revision of the Energy Tax Directive: Revising the Energy Taxation Directive forms part of the group of policy reforms necessary to deliver on the increased ambition set out in the European Green Deal to make the EU climate-neutral by 2050. The Commission proposed a revision of the Energy Tax Directive, also as part of the Fit for 55 package. Aligning taxation of energy products and electricity with EU energy and climate policies is one of the objectives of the revision, including as regards possible taxation measures that provide the right incentives for consuming cleaner electricity and thereby serve to reduce pollution at ports.
In paragraph 12: The Parliament calls on the Commission to draw up a strategy on zero-emission ports and support bottom up initiatives in ports. The Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy sets the strategic objectives for the transition of ports to zero-emission multimodal nodes and their potential to become clean energy hubs. These strategic orientations are and will be reflected in legislative initiatives in 2021 such as the FuelEU Maritime initiative and the revisions of the Alternative Fuels Infrastructure Directive (Directive 2014/94/EU) and of the TEN-T Regulation (Regulation (EU) 1315/2013). The Commission will also work closely with ports and other stakeholders, notably within the European Ports Forum and its Sustainable Ports Subgroup, to share best practices followed by the most sustainable ports, including on greening of port services and operations. Adopted in the framework of the Commission’s circular economy package, Directive (EU) 2019/883 on port reception facilities for the delivery of waste from ship tackles waste from ships, with a focus on oily waste and sea-based marine litter. It sets measures to ensure that waste generated on ships or collected at sea is always returned to land, recycled and processed in ports.
Paragraphs 13 and 15: The Commission recognises the importance of a modal shift towards short-sea shipping. The Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy fixes targets to that end. Accordingly, transport by inland waterways and short sea shipping should increase by 25% by 2030 and by 50% by 2050. This will be facilitated by future initiatives on multimodality, in particular the strategy’s flagship 4 ‘Greening freight transport’, which will revamp the existing framework for intermodal transport, along with flagships 28 and 34 on a European framework for the harmonised measurement of transport and logistics greenhouse gas emissions carbon footprint, which will provide businesses and end-users with an estimate of the carbon footprint of their choices. Moreover, the EU Recovery and Resilience Fund will help Member States to invest and launch reforms that will contribute to roll out alternative refuelling infrastructure as well as fleet renewal for all transport modes.
On paragraphs 16: Related to the provision of sustainable alternatives to land transport, the Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy put at its core a more sustainable and less polluting transport system. It states that transport by inland waterways and short sea shipping should increase by 25% by 2030 and by 50% by 2050 (compared to the levels of 2015). By increasing short sea shipping, there is a potential to reduce road transport significantly.
This will be supported through the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF), which aims to contribute to the completion of the TEN-T and to the decarbonisation of transport. Concerning maritime ports, the CEF will in particular aim at enhancing modal shift and decarbonising waterborne transport, by supporting investments in multimodal terminals and transhipment infrastructure, as well as the roll-out of alternative fuelling infrastructure among others. This will support the creation and strengthening of hinterland connections and improve the interconnection with other transport modes. Motorways of the Sea will be supported also under the CEF II, placing particular emphasis on cross-border short sea shipping with the aim of improving maritime links. The request of the Parliament to provide significant financial support for maritime links and hinterland connectivity is thus an objective which is shared by the Commission, but this also depends on the Member States who should submit projects of high quality under the CEF programme.
In addition to CEF, InvestEU can support the development of sustainable and safe transport, including port infrastructures and equipment, new vessels, or retrofitting to meet environmental criteria, alternative fuels, and their charging or fuelling mechanisms, including to small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) and for innovative technologies and mobility services in accordance with Union transport priorities and the commitments taken under the Paris Agreement. InvestEU will also offer financial advisory services to facilitate access to funding.
Specifically on Motorways of the Sea, in the ongoing revision of the TEN-T regulation (EU) No 1315/2013, it is the Commission’s intention to reinforce the maritime pillar of the TEN-T policy by establishing a European Maritime Space aiming to make the sector smarter, more sustainable and seamless. A sustainable European Maritime Space will address the objectives and priorities in the European Green Deal as well as the new Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy.

The connectivity of ports to the hinterland will be a key element of the European Maritime Space. The Commission is currently assessing whether stricter requirements for last mile connectivity to the hinterland should be included in the revised TEN-T regulation. Port clustering can be positive to improve efficiency, as long as competition between ports is not distorted.
Paragraphs 18 and 19: The Commission agrees on the urgent need to act on ship pollution sources to improve our health and environment. One cost-effective policy tool is indeed the creation of Emission Control Areas (ECA) to promote cleaner shipping in all EU waters and possibly globally in the future. The establishment of SOx (sulphur oxides) and NOx (nitrogen oxides) ECAs in the North Sea and the Baltic Sea have resulted in clear improvements in air quality in coastal areas. Future ECAs can be established by a regional agreement of the coastal states concerned to protect a sea basin and established under global rules. The Commission is spearheading efforts in the Mediterranean Sea to ensure, together with all littoral states, a positive decision is taken at the end of 2021 and to move forward in the framework of the Barcelona Convention (notably at COP 22 in Antalya, on 7-10 December 2021). Based on the regional agreement, the Commission will continue to actively support formal requesting the declaration of such an area to the IMO in 2022 with the view of its entering into force as soon as possible. The Commission and the Member States bordering the Mediterranean Sea will also endeavour to start preparatory work in 2022 in the Barcelona Convention context to swiftly adopt also an Emission Control Area for nitrogen oxides.
Furthermore, ongoing climate policy developments (such as the FuelEU Maritime proposal which imposes on-shore power supply requirements at berth) will lead to positive co-benefits in the reduction of air pollution emission.
The Commission notes that the negative effect of air and water pollution from shipping are widely documented in existing scientific literature. Cost benefit analyses exist, including studies funded by the Commission, underpinning the case for decisive action on air pollution including through the creation of emission control areas. Technical evidence also points to manageable costs for the maritime industry which, when passed on to citizens or small businesses would not hamper their welfare.
Paragraph 21: On achieving energy efficiency, it is the Commission’s objective to lead by example in proposing ambitious measures to decarbonise maritime transport at the EU level and bringing them to the attention of the IMO. The Commission is ready to advocate the EU level of ambition of achieving climate neutrality by 2050 at the IMO (paragraph 20) and to support the maritime cluster in the implementation of available energy efficiency measures, as also discussed in the Commission’s European Sustainable Shipping Forum expert sub-group on ship energy efficiency.
Paragraph 22: On the polluter pays principle, the Commission agrees that all parties should bear their share in the effort to decarbonise shipping, not only ship owners. In this regard, the Commission takes into account this approach in its proposals, including under the Fit for 55 Package (e.g. with corresponding obligations on the provision of alternative fuels infrastructure and on the supply of renewable energy).
Paragraph 23: The Commission fully agrees that digitalisation has many possible purposes, uses and effects, such as reducing administrative burden and facilitating business-to-authority communication. To this end, the Commission is implementing the European Maritime Single Window environment in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2019/1239. In addition, digitalisation may optimise business-to-business operations. In consultation with the Digital Transport and Logistics Forum, the Commission is studying a framework to facilitate the exchange of information between business operators. Within the European Ports Forum, discussions are taking place on how to progress on port call optimisation. Finally, digitalisation may optimise ship operations and port calls, by using the available information on estimated/ actual time of arrival/ departure.
The Vessel Traffic Monitoring and Information Systems (VTMIS) Directive and the operational Union Maritime Information and Exchange System (SafeSeaNet) established therein, are indeed the maritime EU-wide digital systems enabling cross-sector and cross-border information sharing, allowing maritime surveillance for enhanced efficiency of maritime traffic and maritime transport, since 2010. The electronic reporting and collection of data, recently enlarged to data related to persons on board by the last amendment to Directive 98/41/EC on the registration of persons sailing on board passenger ships operating to or from ports of the Member States of the Community, has also contributed to more efficient search and rescue activities and thus increased the safety of the passenger maritime transport.
Paragraph 24: The Commission is very concerned about the persistent nature of the pollutants in the discharge waters from open-loop scrubbers and their potential to accumulate in the environment and seafood have a negative impact on the marine environment, on biodiversity, human health and fisheries. To date, a number of Member States have already set up water discharge from these systems in their territorial waters based on the precautionary principle and to comply with Directives 2000/60/EC and 2008/56/EC. In this context, the Commission is determined to continue to work in the IMO context on the evaluation and harmonisation of rules and guidance on discharge water from scrubbers into the aquatic environment; as an outcome of this work, the IMO will develop in 2022 guidance on the required risk and impact assessment framework with the view to possibly adopt globally harmonised regulation restricting related discharges. The Commission agrees on the urgency of the matter with a view to timely protection of the environment, and at the same time to take into account investments made and ensure a level playing field for all ships, including those not equipped with scrubbers, across the EU at the international level through enhanced legal clarity. In case IMO development would not be conclusive, the Commission could consider proposing EU rules in the future, based on technical evidence of costs and benefits, mandating a gradual phase-out of the use of exhaust gas cleaning systems in order to comply with emission and water pollutant limits under EU legislation.
Paragraph 25: The Commission agrees with the importance of promoting the use of renewable energy sources and alternative propulsion systems, such as wind and solar energy, in maritime transport and has taken this into account in formulating the FuelEU Maritime proposal.
Paragraph 26: On ship recycling: the EU has a unique and ambitious policy to promote safe and environmentally sound ship recycling globally. The main instrument of this policy is Regulation (EU) No 1257/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 November 2013 on ship recycling (“the Ship Recycling Regulation”).
The Ship Recycling Regulation, which has been applicable since 31 December 2018, requires all large commercial seagoing vessels flying the flag of the Member States of the Union to be dismantled only in ship recycling facilities included in the ‘European List of ship recycling facilities’ (Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2016/2323). As announced in the recent Communication on Sustainable Blue Economy (COM(2021) 240 final), the Commission plans to revise the Ship Recycling Regulation by 2023 to possibly extend its scope and reinforce the existing regime. The European Green Deal and the new Circular Economy Action Plan (CEAP) also call for creating a well-functioning EU market for secondary raw materials, as well as addressing waste exports, which represent a loss of resources and economic opportunities for the recycling industry in the EU. Sustainable ship recycling in Europe has the potential to be an important contributor to the circular economy. End-of-life ships can have a useful and profitable new life as scrap metal, thus providing important secondary raw materials for steel making in Europe. Therefore, the Commission will, in the context of the future revision of the Ship Recycling Regulation, explore new measures in support of sustainable ship recycling in Europe, in line with the general policy objectives of the European Green Deal and the CEAP.
Paragraph 27: On support for research into and deployment of clean technologies and fuels, the Horizon Europe Work Programme 2021-2022 includes providing support for research and deployment of clean technologies and fuels for the shipping industry, the land-based fuel supply chain and ports. The European Green Deal underlines the need to achieve clean, climate neutral shipping and waterborne operations and the importance of research and innovation in this respect. To provide the innovations needed to achieve these targets and show global leadership (also in pushing far more ambitious global regulatory standards) a new co-programmed European Partnership “Zero Emission Waterborne Transport” (ZEWT) has been established (Commission Decision C(2021)4113)[footnoteRef:1]. This Partnership will contribute to maintaining and reinforcing Europe’s global leadership in innovative, green waterborne transport solutions. It will mobilise resources and leverage private and public investments towards the central objective of demonstrating by 2030 the deployable solutions needed for all main types of waterborne transport to become “net zero emission” by 2050 at the latest. [1:  	On 14/6/2021, Commission adopted Commission Decision C(2021)4113 on the approval and signature of the memoranda of understanding for 11 Co-Programmed Partnerships, including ZEWT. Implementation runs through the Horizon Europe work programmes and their calls for proposals. Each partnership provides Commission with input on relevant call topics to be included in the work programmes] 

The EU has supported research and innovation on hydrogen for many years, starting through traditional collaborative projects, and subsequently mainly with the Fuel Cells and Hydrogen Joint Undertaking (FCH JU). A proposal for a regulation establishing the Joint Undertakings under Horizon Europe, including the establishment of the Clean Hydrogen for Europe Joint Undertaking (CLEANH2-JU), the continuation of FCH JU, is currently under discussion. If established, CLEANH2-JU will have the leading role in research activities related to hydrogen, but will not have the exclusivity, as hydrogen related research will also be supported under other partnerships under Horizon Europe. If established, CLEANH2-JU will closely cooperate with the above-mentioned co-programmed partnership “Zero Emission Waterborne Transport” (ZEWT) to provide support to activities of research, development and demonstration urgently needed in the area of hydrogen and fuel cell-based technology. One of the most important factors to decarbonise shipping is the availability of carbon-free fuels in ports, which will also be addressed in the roadmap of the CLEANH2-JU. 
To enable low-carbon, smart, clean and competitive waterborne transport, the Commission indicated as potential research challenges, the increase of performance for fuel cell application and R&I in ports for alternate energy supplies and uses.
On the call related to projects aimed at decarbonising maritime transport (paragraph 28) and the support for decarbonisation and modal shift by CEF (paragraph 30), the Commission recalls that the CEF II will contribute at least 60% of its funding to the Union´s climate objectives and places particular emphasis on the enhanced support to transport sustainability, digitalisation and climate resilience. Among other objectives, CEF supports the deployment of the alternative fuels infrastructure and thus, facilitates the transition process towards the goal of zero emissions. For instance, in ports, on-shore power supply equipment, alternative fuel infrastructure (including hydrogen) and better rail connections will be eligible.
Paragraph 29: On stakeholder involvement/ participation, the Commission is pursuing dialogue on issues related to the sustainability of shipping with a broad range of stakeholders within the European Sustainable Shipping Forum. Its sub-group on Sustainable Alternative Power for Shipping is specifically discussing the transition to low- and zero-emission shipping. The Waterborne Technology Platform also gathers stakeholders to explore technologies for zero-emission shipping including within the context of the co-programmed European Partnership on Zero-Emission Waterborne Transport, a Partnership in the framework of Horizon Europe. As announced in the Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy, the Commission also intends to launch a new industrial alliance later this year: the Renewable Low-Carbon Fuels Value Chain Alliance, which will bring together interested stakeholders across the value chain to stimulate production of renewable low-carbon fuels in particular for maritime and aviation (paragraph 29).
Paragraph 34: On state aid, the Commission is encouraging, support for greener vessels, including in the context of State aid for maritime transport activities. Examples in this respect are the tonnage tax decisions adopted for Portugal in 2018 (SA.48929) and Cyprus in 2019 (SA.51809).
While quite some State aid guidelines (in relation to transport, but also beyond) are under review/ evaluation, no maritime specific guidelines are under review or being evaluated at the moment, including the maritime guidelines on aid to maritime transport (e.g. special tax regime applicable to maritime transport instead of normal corporate taxation and reduction of labour costs). The Commission is currently revising the Guidelines on State aid for environmental protection and energy. A public consultation was launched on 7 June in this respect which includes a new section on aid for clean means of transport, including inland and sea-going vessels.
Paragraph 35: On investment initiatives for the sustainable and resilient recovery of the maritime sector, the Commission will keep Parliament fully informed about the various initiatives for the recovery and resilience of the European economy, including for the maritime sector, in the framework of the Recovery and Resilience dialogue established under Article 26 of the Recover and Resilience Facility Regulation. In addition the Commission will present to the Parliament and the Council a review report on the implementation of the Facility by 31 July 2022, as provided under Article 16 of this regulation.
Paragraph 36: As regards transparency on environmental impact and energy performance of ships, the technical screening criteria for environmentally sustainable shipping activities were established via the EU Taxonomy. EU taxonomy for sustainable activities is based on Sustainable finance taxonomy (Regulation (EU) 2020/852) and sets EU harmonised criteria for determining whether an economic activity qualifies as environmentally sustainable.
Among other economic sectors, maritime was addressed in the EU Taxonomy Climate Delegated Act, with two annexes on climate change mitigation and adaptation, which was adopted on 21 April 2021. Sea and coastal water transport vessels with zero emissions, as well as hybrid and dual fuel vessels that derive at least 25% of their energy from zero emission fuels or plug-in power for their normal operation will be considered taxonomy compliant. In addition, the Taxonomy includes also ‘best in class’ vessels, which are benchmarked to the IMO rules (vessels with the Energy Efficiency Design Index (EEDI) value 10% below the IMO requirements). The criteria also recognise ambitious retrofits allowing to improve the energy efficiency of existing fleet.
Maritime activities are considered transitional, which means that the criteria, which are currently set until 2025, have to be revised in every 3 years. Future evolution of the maritime Taxonomy framework would take into account both the EU policy framework and relevant IMO developments.
Paragraph 36: There is currently no plan for a European label scheme apart from the Taxonomy. In relation to control and implementation, the Commission would note the work that it has embarked upon to update and revise Directives 2009/16/EC on port State control, 2009/18/EC on maritime accident investigation and 2009/21/EC on compliance with flag state requirements.
These three legislative acts have been in place for over 10 years and need to be updated to take account of lessons learned and changes in technology and in the international regulatory environment. There are also challenging administrative and political developments (such as the Green Deal or COVID resilience) that need to be addressed in order to maintain the highest level of safety in the most efficient way.
Paragraph 37: As regards port State control the Commission is looking in particular at the use of electronic data and information (including ship e-Certificates) to simplify procedures and to support the better targeting of vessels for inspection. This should allow inspectors to concentrate on operational issues and on poorly performing ships rather than documentation checks. This will incentivise compliance with safety, environmental, social and labour law standards rewarding good operators and targeting the poor performers. This will link with the continuous compliance issue in the Flag State Directive.
Paragraph 38: Another key area is administrative capacity. Any revision of the legislation will consider measures to address problems of recruitment, retention and training of suitable inspectors. The possible inclusion of larger fishing vessels within a port state control regime will be looked into. The Commission has begun a dialogue with the International Labour Organization (ILO) to examine the possibility of creating a database containing the findings of port State control inspections relating to living and working conditions on board and seafarers’ complaints.
On flag State requirements, the planned revision of the current Directive should align EU law with the International Maritime Organisation Implementation of the International Instruments Code, which has become mandatory in 2016 to provide for adequate enforcement of IMO standards at EU level and harmonised implementation.
The revised directive will address the need for adequate technical capacity in maritime administrations for Member States to fulfil their responsibilities as Flag States. The Commission is also looking at the digitalisation of EU maritime administrations, which are moving from paper-based records into the digital age. The use of uniform electronic information (e-Certificates/e-Registers and a uniform technical protocol to enable exchange; link with port State control) will support Member States as Flag States, enabling more efficient control and monitoring of their flagged fleet as well as the recognised organisations to which many flag states have delegated a large number of their tasks.
On the subject of accident investigation, the issues of administrative capacity and regulatory burden need to be looked at. Smaller Member States, Member States with small fleets, short coastlines and landlocked Member States have found the establishment and funding of a permanent accident investigation body (as required by the directive) to be a heavy resource burden. The Commission will seek to identify means to support the Member States in their accident investigation obligations either by sharing and/ or pooling resources, making use of the expertise of the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA), in particular for analysis, and benefitting from possible EU-provided top-up facilities. The possible extension of the directive on accident investigation to certain types of accidents involving fishing vessels of less than 15 metres in length (larger fishing vessels are already within the scope of the Directive). With regard to monitoring oil pollution at sea, the operational Union Maritime Information and Exchange System (SafeSeaNet) includes the CleaSeaNet services within its Integrated Maritime Services, allowing the detection of suspect spills at sea. In that respect the EU financed SAFEMD (and BCSea) projects, executed by EMSA for the beneficiary third countries, allows, at their request for the duration of the project, access to the CleanSeaNet oil spill detection service.
Paragraph 39: on EMSA and its Safe Sea Net satellite system: The Commission would highlight the ongoing preparatory work on revising the Directive on ship-source pollution and penalties for pollution offences (Directive 2005/35/EC). The directive provides the legal basis for EMSA monitoring activities (CleanSeaNet) and assistance to MS to prevent and respond to such marine pollution. Thanks to satellite surveillance and the SafeSeaNet system (Directive 2002/59/EC on Union maritime monitoring and information system), Member States are able to track the potentially responsible vessels. The Commission would also underline that Regulation 2015/757/EU has a different purpose and is the MRV (monitoring, reporting and verification) system for CO2 emissions from ships where EMSA also assists the Commission.
Regarding the exchange of information and cooperation among countries, especially in the Mediterranean, the Commission highlights to the successful SAFEMED projects funded under the European Neighbourhood Instrument and implemented by EMSA. Through these projects EMSA provides training and technical assistance to the beneficiary countries and encourages them to cooperate further on all matters related to the safety and sustainability of shipping. This includes encouragement to non EU Mediterranean countries to cooperate amongst themselves. As for cooperation and information-sharing between EU and non EU states this is strictly regulated under the Directive 2002/59/EC on Union maritime monitoring and information system as the data is owned by the Member States.
Paragraph 40: On level playing field with UK, the Commission agrees that it is of the utmost importance that the new partnership with the UK ensures the implementation of strong level playing field commitments, while at the same time guaranteeing that smooth and unrestricted trade flows continue to take place between UK and EU ports and that the high competitiveness of the EU fleet is maintained.
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