[bookmark: Albania]Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution 
on the 2019-2020 Commission Reports on Albania
1. Rapporteur: Isabel SANTOS (S&D / PT)
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Reference numbers: 2019/2170 (INI) / A9-0041/2021 / P9_TA-PROV(2021)0112
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 25 March 2021
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution adopted by the European Parliament is supportive of the EU accession perspective of Albania. It extensively covers rule of law issues, but also media freedom and engagement with civil society organisations, as well as economic and social developments.
The resolution is, overall, largely in line with the major findings of the Commission’s 2019-2020 reports on Albania. It welcomes the EU orientation and commitment of Albania and supports the convening of the first Inter-Governmental Conference of accession negotiations (IGC).
The resolution, nonetheless, suggests that the country did not fulfil some of the Council conditions for convening the IGC, thus in contrast with the Commission and the European External Action Service (EEAS) position that all conditions are met. This concerns the view that the iterative amendments to the Electoral Code were partially in accordance with the recommendations of the OSCE (Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe) Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) (OSCE/ODIHR), as well as an allegation that the High Court would only be partially functional. The resolution also claims that further prosecution of vote buying was among the IGC conditions, whereas the Council Conclusions include this among the points to be reflected in the negotiating framework, whose fulfilment is not, therefore, a condition for the holding of the first IGC.
The resolution also includes several references to the COVID-19 crisis, where the Parliament has stressed the importance for the EU to deliver vaccines urgently and welcomed the allocation of EUR 70 million for this purpose. It welcomes the Commission’s Economic and Investment Plan (EIP) for the Western Balkans and underlines the importance of regional cooperation and good neighbourly relations. There are several references to the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA) III, in particular the incentive basis and conditionality.
Another common element is the call for the Conference on the Future of Europe to include and actively engage representatives from the Western Balkan countries, both on the level of government and of the civil society and youth organisations. Decisions on the participation of citizens and organisations of non-EU countries in the Conference on the Future of Europe is subject to the approval of the Executive Board. Regarding the Western Balkans, the Commission has always been in favour of their participation where appropriate but this is being discussed by the Conference governance bodies.
6. Response to the requests and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The resolution calls on the EEAS and the Commission to improve coordination and address disinformation and hybrid threats that seek to undermine the EU perspective of Albania and influence, by strategically underscoring the EU’s relevance to citizens in the Western Balkans. To this end, the resolution urges both institutions to foster the creation of a Balkan-focused centre of excellence to counter disinformation (paragraph 51.) The resolution calls on the EEAS and the Commission to enhance support to Albania in countering malicious foreign interference from countries such as Russia, China and Iran (paragraph 80).
The Commission and the EEAS will continue to coordinate and strategically address issues related to disinformation and hybrid threats, including by supporting initiatives to enhance media literacy in the country. In its 2020 Report, the Commission encouraged the national authorities to increase efforts to fight disinformation and build up the resilience of media outlets. The Commission will continue to monitor the development in these areas, including in its annual reports.
The fight against disinformation and hybrid threats are in particular important during the COVID-19 pandemic, for which the Commission also is focusing on providing vaccines to the region as soon as possible. The COVAX mechanism, to which the EU has contributed over EUR 3 billion delivered the first doses to the Western Balkans. In addition, the Commission is working with EU Member States and vaccine manufacturers to operationalise the resale of vaccine doses to the Western Balkans under the Advance Purchase Agreements for which the EU has made available EUR 70 million in grants to the Western Balkans. A first success was the conclusion of agreements announced on 20 April 2021 for the delivery of 651 000 doses of BioNTech/Pfizer COVID-19 vaccines to all the Western Balkans. These are funded by the grants and shared with the facilitation of Austria. The first delivery to all the partners in the region took place in early May, with regular deliveries to continue until August.

