[bookmark: Fisheries][bookmark: Honduras]Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on the draft Council decision on the conclusion of the Voluntary Partnership Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of Honduras on forest law enforcement, 
governance and trade in timber products to the European Union
1. Rapporteur: Karin KARLSBRO (Renew / SE)
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Reference numbers: 2020/0157M (NLE) / A9-0054/2021 / P9_TA-PROV(2021)01209
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 27April 2021
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on International Trade (INTA)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
This European Parliament resolution addresses the conclusion of negotiations on the Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA) between the EU and Honduras and stresses the VPA contribution to promoting sustainable forest management practices and sustainable trade in legally produced timber, and improving forest governance, law enforcement and human rights. It also highlights that the VPA process in Honduras is an example of inclusiveness and welcomes the broad participation and involvement of its government institutions, civil society, private sector, indigenous and Afro-descendant peoples, academia and communities.
The resolution also calls for Honduras and the EU to pursue their efforts and to ensure that logistical and technical support be provided to the VPA process in the future.
6. Response to the requests and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission welcomes the European Parliament support to the VPA Honduras and shares all the views and opinions expressed in the resolution.
In line with paragraphs 1, 3 and 5, the Commission agrees that the VPA is a powerful instrument to make progress towards forest governance and to undertake policy reforms. The participation of all stakeholders in the process is the key for the successful implementation of the VPA. In order to ensure a continuous participation of all actors, the Commission will continue to support financially the Honduras VPA administrative and technical Secretariat as well as the VPA Facilitator.
In line with paragraph 8, the Commission also considers that tackling illegal logging and fighting corruption in Honduras should be complemented by actions at international level. In order to reduce illegal traffic of timber and wildlife species, the Commission is supporting the International Consortium to Combat Wildlife Crime (ICCWC) composed of Interpol, the international Customs Organisation, the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, the World Bank Group and the Secretariat of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. In addition to tracking illegal trade flows, the ICCWC is also supporting countries to identify the gaps and loopholes in countries police, judicial and customs systems.
The Commission also recognises the importance of mainstreaming gender in any VPA activities (paragraph 16). In line with the EU Gender Action Plan (GAP III), the Commission ensures that any project financed by the EU includes an adequate participation and consideration of women.
Like the European Parliament and as explained in paragraph 18, the Commission considers that the forest sector can generate jobs and rural employment in the economy of Honduras. By improving the regulatory framework and enhancing forest policies, the VPA helps improve the business environment and hence stimulate the investments required to develop sustainable forest-related value chains, conducive to employment.
As regard paragraph 19, the Commission intends to engage with the Parliament on the implementation of the VPA. The Commission will also associate the European Parliament to the work of the Joint Implementation Committee, once the Agreement will have been ratified by both parties;
In line with paragraphs 23, 24 and 25, the Commission is aware of its role in improving the supply and the demand side of timber and to promote sustainable forest management. In order to better exploit the multi-facets of forest (climate change, biodiversity, growth and jobs, governance), the Commission is developing forest partnerships with like-minded countries on top of VPAs (where they exist). These Forest Partnerships will also support measures to help partner countries comply with the upcoming EU regulation on minimising the risk of deforestation and forest degradation associated with products placed on the EU market.

