[bookmark: montenegro]Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on the 2019-2020 Commission Reports on Montenegro
1. Rapporteur: Tonino PICULA (S&D / HR)
2. Reference numbers: 2019/2173 (INI) / A9-0131/2021 / P9_TA-PROV(2021)0244
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 19 May 2021
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution reflects the European Parliament continuous support for Montenegro’s EU path, while urging Montenegro to strengthen reforms, particularly on rule of law. The resolution welcomes that EU membership continues to be Montenegro’s most important strategic goal after the unprecedented change in the ruling coalition and peaceful transfer of power in Montenegro. At the same time, it encourages the authorities to turn their commitment to concrete decisions and progress on the accession path. It calls for more dynamic accession negotiations and calls on the Commission and the Council to implement the revised enlargement methodology for Montenegro, placing even greater importance to the fundamentals, most notably rule of law. It recognises that the next milestone for Montenegro is meeting the Interim Benchmarks set for Chapters 23 and 24, no other chapters will be closed before this milestone is reached. The resolution calls for electoral reforms, regrets the parliamentary boycott by parts of the opposition and calls for political dialogue. In the resolution, the European Parliament urges Montenegro to deliver convincing results, including a sustainable track record in areas such as the judiciary, freedom of expression and the fight against corruption and organised crime. It calls for progress on media freedom and raises concern over the unresolved cases of violence against journalists. The resolution calls for more genuine cooperation with civil society. It calls for stronger regional cooperation and underlines the importance of good neighbourly relations as a precondition for EU accession. Finally, the European Parliament calls for reforms in a number of areas, including economy, trade, energy and environment. The resolution welcomes the Commission’s efforts to invest more strategically in the Western Balkans through a dedicated Economic and Investment Plan (EIP) for the Western Balkans.
6. Response to the requests and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission
Overall, the resolution is well aligned with the major findings of the Commission’s 2019-2020 Reports as well as more recent Commission positions. The resolution encourages Montenegro to persevere on its path to EU accession and accelerate reforms. It underlines the importance of Montenegro’s strategic objective of EU membership, while echoing the Commission’s expectations that Montenegro must move decisively ahead with reforms, in particular on the rule of law. The Commission will continue to closely monitor and assess Montenegro’s progress in complying with the membership criteria. This assessment will be reflected in the next Commission report on Montenegro.
On specific requests contained in the resolution, the Commission’s position is the following:
· On the call on the Commission and the Council, where appropriate with the inclusion of the Montenegrin partners, to take the necessary steps in order to implement the provisions of the revised enlargement methodology:
The European Commission proposed a revised methodology for the accession process in February 2020[footnoteRef:1], which was endorsed by the Council in March 2020, and accepted by Montenegro. On 6 May 2021, the Council agreed on the details of the application of the revised methodology to the accession processes of Montenegro and Serbia, focusing on the following elements: a stronger focus on the fundamental reforms; a stronger political steer; an increased dynamism; and the predictability of the process, based on objective criteria and rigorous positive and negative conditionality. [1:  	Communication COM( 2020) 57] 

A key element of the revised methodology is political steer through high-level dialogue at the inter-governmental conferences. The first such inter-governmental conference with Montenegro, confirming the application of the revised methodology[footnoteRef:2] took place on 22 June 2021. [2:  	https://newsroom.consilium.europa.eu/events/20210622-eu-montenegro-intergovernmental-accession-conference] 

· Further, in the area of assistance the resolution calls on the Commission to focus an appropriate share of the IPA III funds on the ongoing democratic transition of Montenegro. 
The Commission agrees with the statement. Under the previous financial framework 2014-2020 (IPA II) nearly EUR 50 million was invested in the category Democracy and Governance and this sector will remain a priority under the IPA III programme.
· The resolution calls for an active and effective communication policy on the European perspective, coordinated efforts to increase the visibility of EU-funded projects and supports the creation of a Balkan-focused centre of excellence on disinformation. The resolution further calls for cooperation in the field of resilience to foreign interference and cybersecurity with the EU.
In the past years, the Commission has substantially upgraded its communication in all candidate and potential candidate, countries, including Montenegro. This also includes the visibility of EU-funded projects. The Commission will maintain its strong focus on further promoting the benefits of Montenegro’s EU relations and stands ready to assist Montenegro in fighting disinformation. Commission services and the EEAS will continue to coordinate and strategically address issues related to disinformation and hybrid threats, including by supporting initiatives to enhance media literacy. The Commission will continue to monitor developments in these areas, including in its annual reports.
· The resolution commends the role of the EU Civil Protection Mechanism and calls on the Commission and the Council to show their solidarity with Western Balkan countries by helping them to receive COVID-19 vaccines. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Commission has worked hard on providing vaccines to the region. The COVAX mechanism, to which the EU has contributed EUR 2.2 billion, has delivered the first doses to the Western Balkans. Under the Advance Purchase Agreements, for which the EU has made available grants totalling EUR 70 million to the Western Balkans, the delivery of 651,000 doses of BioNTech/Pfizer COVID-19 vaccines to all the Western Balkans (including 42,077 doses for Montenegro) commenced in May, with the facilitation of Austria, and regular weekly deliveries are planned to continue until August.
