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3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 14 September 2021
4.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Regional Development (REGI)
5.	Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it: 
The resolution calls upon the Commission to develop a wide range of specific actions for the outermost regions (OR) across many EU policies in line with their special status as defined in Article 349 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU). Article 349 TFEU provides for specific EU measures to support the outermost regions, including tailored conditions for the application of EU law in these regions and for access to EU programmes.
The European Parliament proposes to develop specific measures for the outermost regions in particular under social policy (e.g. unemployment, poverty alleviation), health, education, agriculture, maritime policy, tourism, environmental policy with a focus on biodiversity and circular economy, energy, regional policy, enterprise policy, competition policy, transport, digital and space policy, trade, culture as well as migration.
The resolution further calls upon the Commission to shape a new strategy for and with the outermost regions.
6.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission welcomes the European Parliament’s resolution, which is a timely contribution in view of the Commission’s on-going preparation of a Communication shaping and updating the strategic approach towards the outermost regions planned to be adopted in the second quarter of 2022. The Commission will take into account the European Parliament proposals in preparing the new Communication and will analyse them further together with the concerned Commission services. The Commission has already addressed some of the Parliament’s suggestions through a variety of means.
TITLE 1: Consolidating progress, addressing vulnerabilities and playing to strengths to put the ORs at the heart of European action
Regarding the Parliament’s call for striking the right balance between controls on the use of EU funds and simplifying and making more flexible their administrative rules (paragraph 4), the Commission recalls that the legislation ruling Cohesion Policy Funds, as well as other shared management funds in 2021-2027, contains 75 simplification measures, while ensuring effective controls. These reduce for example the number of controls, cut red tape for beneficiaries, and enable a smoother implementation of operational programmes. The Commission will also continue paying attention to potential rules and regulatory obligations from national and regional authorities that could make the implementation more burdensome.
A.	Systematising a ‘European OR reflex’
The Parliament suggests a systematised ‘outermost regions reflex’ within the institutions and to set up a new directorate for the outermost regions (paragraphs 5 and 6). The Commission is committed to enshrining the specificities of the outermost regions - as recognised in Article 349 TFEU - across all relevant EU policies. For this purpose, the Commission services coordinate and cooperate on all matters of potential relevance for these regions, including in the framework of a dedicated ‘Outermost Regions Interservice Group’. In addition, the Commission has recently updated its Better Regulation guidelines, strengthening territorial impact assessments, to ensure that such assessments systematically take into account the needs and specificities of the outermost regions and other specific territories.
B.	Better communication and information
The Parliament emphasizes the importance of communication to raise awareness about the role of Europe in the outermost regions, in particular involving young people (paragraph 9). The European Year of Youth 2022 will offer ample such opportunities and the Commission will continue to inform the outermost regions regularly about the opportunities offered by EU policies, funds and programs.
The Parliament calls for a better use of platforms for exchange between administrations and the creation of an ‘Erasmus’ for managing authorities of EU funds (paragraphs 10 and 11). The Commission recalls that the tool TAIEX-REGIO PEER2PEER offers the possibility for exchanges between managing authorities and is mobilised on demand, based on applications from such authorities. The Commission support the Parliament’s recommendation to make better use of this on demand opportunity and is available to assist applicants from the outermost regions in benefitting from this tool. It is also possible to organise best practice exchanges between administrations managing EU Funds in the outermost regions using the technical assistance budget.
C.	Building the future
Regarding the Parliament’s call for the outermost regions to be better integrated in the Conference on the Future of Europe (paragraph 13), the Commission stresses the importance of raising awareness about the Conference, including in the outermost regions. Member States, national Parliaments, and regional and local authorities have a key role to play in making the debate on EU policy relevant to a broad range of citizens and the Commission encourages such authorities to organise debates at national, regional and local level, reaching out to the most remote regions – the outermost regions.
The Parliament also calls for a new strategy for and with the outermost regions and suggests strengthening the dialogue with citizens from these regions (paragraphs 14 to 17). The Commission agrees with the Parliament and intends to adopt a new Communication shaping and updating the strategic approach towards the outermost regions - as key partners in a green, digital and fair recovery. For this purpose, the Commission published a Roadmap on 12 May 2021 and undertook an open consultation, as well as targeted consultations over the past few months. The Commission is committed to dialogue with citizens and civil society and intends to strengthen such dialogue.
TITLE 2: Investing in the battle for jobs, consolidating solidarity and focusing on youth
A.	Consolidating solidarity
Regarding the Parliament’s calls for fighting poverty, unemployment, and social exclusion in the outermost regions (paragraphs 19 to 21), the Commission draws attention to the European Pillar of Social Rights Action Plan, which includes targets and initiatives to combat poverty and social exclusion. The Plan aims to reduce the number of people at risk of poverty or social exclusion by at least 15 million by 2030, including at least 5 million children.
The European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) 2021-2027 will be the key instrument to assist Member States and their regions – including the outermost regions - in implementing the Pillar, and as such, investing in policies that promote social inclusion, with at least 25% of national envelopes devoted to this priority.
The new ALMA (Aim, Learn, Master, Achieve) initiative implemented under the ESF+ funding to support the integration of young disadvantaged people not in employment, education or training (NEET) and at high risk of social exclusion, which is an important challenge in the outermost regions. Erasmus+ and the European Solidarity Corps Programmes – which promote equal opportunities and access, inclusion, diversity and fairness across all their actions – provide opportunities for young people and organisations from the outermost regions.
The Commission shares the Parliament’s views on the importance of gender equality (paragraph 20), which is a core horizontal principle under cohesion policy funds whereby these funds are to promote gender equality, integrate the gender perspective and prevent discrimination based on gender in the preparation, implementation, monitoring, reporting and evaluation of programmes. The ESF+ also supports e.g. participation of women in employment, equal working conditions, work/life balance and gender discrimination in education and training.
B.	Health protection
The Parliament emphasises the outermost regions’ particular vulnerability to health crisis and asks for lessons to be learnt taking into account their specific circumstances so that these regions are better prepared to face possible future pandemics. It further calls for a centre for research into tropical infectious diseases and pathologies affecting the outermost regions (e.g. diabetes and some cancers) and suggests a pilot project on medicinal plants (paragraphs 22 to 23).
As regards pandemic preparedness, the new European Health Emergency preparedness and Response Authority (HERA) will respond to important gaps identified in the EU’s health security framework and will prepare for and respond to all public health threats including work on infectious diseases with epidemic potential. In this context, the Commission seeks to support pandemic preparedness in all EU Member States and regions, including paying specific attention to the most remote and vulnerable regions such as the outermost regions in line with Article 349 TFEU. The Commission encourages the outermost regions to collaborate with the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC), for example to request ECDC technical support.
As regards research, the Commission recalls that Horizon Europe the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation as well as the European and Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership fund research into infectious diseases, including tropical and neglected infectious diseases, offering also opportunities for the outermost regions’ involvement. The newly launched EU Mission on Cancer will lead to new opportunities for funding and collaboration on cancer research. The outermost regions are encouraged to seize all these opportunities.
Finally, to strengthen health capacity in the outermost regions the Commission stresses the relevance of investments and reforms presented by Portugal, France and Spain in their Recovery and Resilience Plans that are expected to benefit the outermost regions in areas such as public health and the digitalisation of health systems. Regarding pilot projects on medicinal plants, the Commission suggests that the Parliament could propose such a pilot project.
C.	Youth: a priority for actions and results
Regarding the Parliament’s call for prioritising youth and education, (paragraphs 25, 26 and 29), the Commission recalls that the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) as well as Erasmus+ are the key instruments to provide support to the outermost regions in these areas. For the first time, in the 2021-27 cohesion policy budget there is a new specific additional allocation for the outermost regions under the ESF+, worth EUR 372 million, whose main objective is to reduce the obstacles linked to geographical remoteness, including through measures promoting the mobility of students, trainees and job-seekers. The ESF+ Regulation earmarks 12.5% of the ESF+ envelope of each outermost region with a significant NEET rate for measures to support young people. The outermost regions will also receive the highest co-financing rate (85%) under ESF+. As part of the ESF+, the Employment and Social Innovation (EaSI) strand will continue supporting initiatives addressing young people, such as "Your First EURES job" as well as mobility schemes tackling youth unemployment and skills mismatches. The new ALMA initiative will also target young disadvantaged people in these regions with the ultimate aim to integrate them into the labour market.
Under the European Education Area, the Commission launched a new initiative – ‘Pathways to School Success’ - which can address some of the outermost regions’ challenges. ‘Pathways to School Success’ promotes better educational outcomes by reducing underachievement in basic skills (reading, maths, science) and early leaving from education and training. This initiative will focus on disadvantaged groups and promote e.g. exchanges of information between education systems in the use of EU funds within operational programmes.
Concerning the Parliament’s call for creating ‘campuses of excellence’ in the outermost regions and interconnecting schools, universities and training centres (paragraph 27), the Commission draws attention to the 2021-2027 Erasmus+ programme encouraging the creation of partnerships for excellence. The programme supports the initiative “European Universities” alliances of higher education institutions, aimed at supporting cooperation and increase quality, performance and competitiveness of higher education institutions. Outermost regions’ higher education institutions are fully eligible to participate in the European Universities alliances and can take this opportunity to improve cooperation between institutions.
The Erasmus+ programme also supports the establishment and development of European platforms of Centres of Vocational Excellence through calls for proposals. This initiative supports transnational platforms of centres of vocational excellence integrated in local and regional strategies for growth, innovation and competitiveness. The outermost regions may also benefit from this initiative.
The Commission encourages higher education institutions, vocational training providers, enterprises and regional authorities in the outermost regions to apply for the new action Alliances for Innovation addressing innovation through cooperation and flow of knowledge under the Erasmus+ 2022 call.
D.	Improving integration of the reality of the ORs in Erasmus+
Regarding the Parliament’s call for increasing the outermost regions’ participation in the Erasmus+ programme (paragraphs 30 and 31), the Commission highlights that students from the outermost regions benefit from higher amounts (individual support and top-up) for travel costs and that since 2014 their numbers have steadily increased, with a total of over 20 500 learners’ and staff mobilities reported in Erasmus+ Annual report 2019.
The Commission retained these dedicated conditions in the 2021-2027 Erasmus+ programme and extended them to recent graduates. In addition, the new programme increases mobility opportunities in third countries, which can be of particular interest for participants from the outermost regions. Under the 2022 call, the programme will offer digital learning opportunities and virtual exchanges in the higher education and youth fields also with third countries not associated to the programme, with special attention to projects involving institutions from the Atlantic and Indian Oceans and their neighbouring third countries in Sub-Saharan Africa, as enshrined in the Erasmus+ 2022 work programme.
The Commission has also established a strategy for inclusion and diversity covering all fields of the Erasmus+ programme and the European Solidarity Corps to increase their impact and to ensure equal opportunities by reaching out to people with fewer opportunities, including people living in the outermost regions. The Commission is also monitoring activities of national agencies responsible for the management and implementation of the programme with regard to the outermost regions.
TITLE 3: Developing sustainable and fair growth, promoting a green and blue economy, and fostering new professions towards climate neutrality by 2050
A.	Agricultural policy and the green economy
The Parliament calls for a better integration of the outermost regions needs and specificities in the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) strategic plans, maintaining and adjusting the POSEI scheme (Programme of options specifically relating to remoteness and insularity) and more specifically support to the sugar sector (paragraphs 35 to 38 and 41). The Commission recalls that the proposal for a regulation of the future CAP lays down specific provisions for the outermost regions, covering the needs assessment, support rates for investment, and higher European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) contribution rates (85% for less developed outermost regions and 80% for other outermost regions).
Financial allocations for the POSEI programme in 2021-2027 will be fully maintained at their 2014-2020 levels. POSEI allocations are not adjusted to inflation, as none of the schemes financed by the European Agricultural Guarantee Fund or the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development are adjusted to inflation.
The POSEI scheme offers a high degree of subsidiarity and continues to be an efficient instrument to strengthen local production, including sugar production. In 2020, the POSEI programmes for the French outermost regions and for Madeira allocated EUR 74.86 million and EUR 1.85 million respectively to the cane-sugar-rum measure. In addition, the EU provides support for the cane-sugar-rum sector under the second pillar of the CAP. The sugar sector also benefits from state aid as well as dedicated EU legislation on taxation that protects the cane-sugar-rum industry and jobs in the sector. In addition, sugar sector operators can benefit from the aid implemented under the Rural Development Programme 2014-2020, which includes support for productive investments, compensation for natural handicap areas, measures for research and experimentation, and agri-environment-climate measures.
Regarding the Parliament’s call for increasing the budget for EU quality schemes (paragraph 39), the Commission highlights that the budget allocated to co-funding the promotion of quality schemes has increased significantly since 2018. A specific ring-fenced amount for co-funding the promotion of EU organic products was introduced in 2021 in line with the Biodiversity Strategy and the Organic Action Plan. The Commission is reviewing its agri-food promotion policy, with a view to enhancing its contribution to sustainable production and consumption.
Concerning the Parliament’s call to take outermost regions’ specific tropical and sub-tropical cultures into account in the context of limiting the use of plant protection agents within the Farm to Fork Strategy (paragraph 40), the Commission recalls the broader scope of this strategy, which includes to increase organic production (as in paragraph 39), to reduce excess fertilisation, to improve animal welfare, and to reverse biodiversity loss.
The Commission confirms that it is currently revising the sustainable use of the pesticide Directive to achieve the 50% pesticides reduction targets. The Commission is assessing different options for a potential Commission legislative proposal with regard to their economic, social and environmental impacts, including in the outermost regions.
B.	Fisheries policy and the blue economy
As regards the Parliament’s call for supporting the outermost regions in maritime policy, blue growth and food autonomy (paragraphs 42 to 44), the Commission recalls its commitment to supporting the outermost regions in seizing the opportunities offered by their large exclusive economic zones, in protecting their exceptionally diverse ecosystems, and in developing sustainable blue economy strategies as expressed in its Communication on the Sustainable Blue Economy of May 2021. The Commission is supporting the outermost regions in shaping Blue Economy Strategies with seminars, methodological guidance and advice.
The European Maritime Aquaculture and Fisheries Fund (EMFAF) provides specific support to the outermost regions’ fisheries, aquaculture and other blue economy sectors; and offers a high degree of flexibility to these regions in developing tailored actions needed e.g. for recovery and food autonomy.
On the issue of fishing fleet renewal and gathering of data as a necessary precondition for granting State aid (paragraphs 45 and 46), the Commission is aware of the outermost regions challenges regarding working conditions in vessels and health and safety of fishers, which in certain cases requires modernising or renewing the fleets. While the EMFAF Regulation does not allow financing of fleet renewals, it can support certain investments on board under specific conditions e.g. investments in low-impact fishing techniques, in safety on board or in energy efficiency. With the 2018 amendment to the Guidelines for the examination of state aid to the fishery and aquaculture sector, the Commission introduced the possibility to grant state aid for the renewal of the fishing fleet exclusively in the outermost regions, subject to specific conditions, i.e. provided that the fishing capacity in the relevant fleet segment is in balance with fishing opportunities available to that fleet segment. The Commission provides ample support under the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund 2014-2020 (EMFF) and EMFAF to collect the data required to provide such aid. The Commission has launched a study to identify gaps in data collection in the outermost regions to assist their Member States in the necessary data gathering accordingly.
The Parliament also calls for a specific fisheries POSEI programme for the outermost regions (paragraphs 47 and 49). The outermost regions’ action plans financed under the EMFAF offer a strategic tailored tool to address the specific challenges of the outermost regions, with ring-fenced financial resources, including for compensation of additional costs in these regions. Therefore, the current EMFAF already provides a dedicated, tailored approach to address the specificities of the outermost regions.
Regarding the Parliament’s call for protecting the outermost regions when concluding fisheries’ agreements (paragraph 49), the Commission stresses that many outermost regions benefit from Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreements providing fishing opportunities for their fishing fleets. The Commission is fully committed to taking into account outermost regions’ interests and needs in the implementation and renegotiation of such agreements.
C.	Sustainable tourism
Concerning the promotion of sustainable tourism in the outermost regions, including the usage of an ecolabel (paragraphs 50 to 52), the Commission highlights that it has launched a Transition Pathway for tourism in a co-creation process with stakeholders in order to define targets and actions for green and digital transformation in the tourism sector.
Moreover, several EU tools are already available to support the sustainability of the tourism sector, such as the EU Ecolabel for tourist accommodations to help tourists to adopt sustainable choices, and the EU Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS) to improve the environmental performance of organisations. The Commission considers existing EU Ecolabel for tourist accommodation the right tool to support sustainable tourism in the EU, including in the outermost regions. However, in view of improving the uptake of the EU ecolabel in the outermost regions and adapting it to these regions specificities, the Commission will explore the possibility to expand the scope of the existing EU Ecolabel criteria in 2022/2023 and analyse the suitability of the criteria for the outermost regions. The Commission will also work to promote uptake and awareness of the EU Ecolabel for tourist accommodations by engaging with local authorities as appropriate.
D.	Environment, biodiversity, climate and energy
The Parliament calls for the new Knowledge Centre for Biodiversity envisaged in the Biodiversity Strategy 2030 to include data from all European overseas entities (paragraph 59). The Knowledge Centre will make the latest knowledge about biodiversity available and help monitor the implementation of the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030. The Centre is due to include all relevant information, including from the outermost regions. The Commission is preparing an impact assessment for future legally binding EU nature restoration targets, encompassing also marine habitats as well as the outermost regions’ specific ecosystems, in close consultation with them.
Regarding the application of the Natura 2000 programme to the French outermost regions (paragraph 62), the Commission would welcome such inclusion and is ready to co-operate with the French authorities in any study in this context. 
E.	Integrated and enhanced circular economy
On the Parliament’s proposal for a centre in the outermost regions for combating marine pollution (paragraph 68), the Commission recalls that the Member States and their outermost regions can design measures to combat marine pollution and collect/ treat marine litter with the support of the European Maritime Aquaculture and Fisheries Fund.
The Parliament suggests inviting applications for scientific research projects for the outermost regions under Horizon Europe (paragraph 69). In 2018, the Commission launched a specific call worth EUR 4.3 million for a project (on going) bringing together outermost regions to prepare local actors to seize research opportunities under Horizon 2020. There are multiple calls and missions of interest to the outermost regions (e.g. on blue economy, green transition, biodiversity, space, etc.) in pillar II “Global Challenges and European Industrial Competitiveness” of Horizon Europe to which the Commission encourages the outermost regions to apply. The widening and sharing excellence component of Horizon Europe – which seeks to support research and innovation capacity - is now fully accessible to the outermost regions, offering opportunities to help unlock their potential in research and innovation. 
TITLE 4: Adapting to the challenges and opportunities of a globalised world
The Parliament calls for establishing macro-regional strategies for the outermost regions including taking into account the specificities of these regions in the ‘Atlantic macro-regional strategy’ (paragraphs 70 to 72). The Commission welcomes developing macro-regional strategies including for the geographic areas of which the outermost regions are part, when requested by the concerned EU Member States. The Atlantic action plan 2.0 (COM(2020) 329 final) emphasises the importance of involving regions in the Atlantic maritime strategy. To that end, the Atlantic Strategy Committee, which is the executive body of the action plan, ensures the involvement of representatives of the coastal regions, which can include outermost regions.
Regarding the Parliament’s suggestion to encourage and pursue co-operation between the outermost regions (paragraph 74), the Commission supports such cooperation between outermost regions, is encouraging the Member States to explore all possibilities to support these regions’ participation in the various components of Interreg; and encourages outermost regions to engage in dialogue with their Member States for this purpose.
A.	Fair and appropriate competition policy
The Parliament calls for continuing exceptional measures under EU State aid legislation (paragraph 77). The specificities of the outermost regions are reflected in the Regional aid Guidelines, as well as in the regional aid section of the General Block Exemption Regulation, whereby undertakings in the outermost regions may get full compensation for additional costs stemming from their specific constraints. This approach is maintained in the new Regional aid Guidelines adopted on 19 April 2021. The specificities of the outermost regions are also reflected in the sector specific State aid instruments in the agricultural and fishery sectors (the agricultural block exemption Regulation (EU) No 702/2014, the fishery and aquaculture block exemption Regulation (EU) No 1388/2014 as well as the specific European Union Guidelines on State aid in these two sectors), which provide for higher aid intensities for the outermost regions. This approach will be maintained in the new State aid rules for these two sectors, which are scheduled to apply as from 1 January 2023. The Temporary Framework aims to address liquidity issues that companies face in light of the COVID-19 outbreak and as such is not meant as a permanent instrument.
B.	Transport and opening up
Regarding the Parliament’s call for a POSEI transport programme for the outermost regions and their specific connection needs (paragraphs 79 to 80 and 85), the Commission recognises the outermost regions’ specific connection challenges and the need to provide adequate Union funding to match those needs. Consequently, the Connecting Europe Facility 2021-27 includes more favourable conditions for projects located in the outermost regions with a co-financing rate of up to 70 % as well as specific attention to the outermost regions in the award criteria.
Moreover, the Commission intends to present a legislative proposal to revise the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) regulation in December 2021, which seeks to reinforce measures contributing to enhanced accessibility and connectivity, including accessibility to outermost regions, islands, and other remote, isolated and sparsely populated parts of the EU. The Commission intends to modernise the “motorways of the sea” concept into “European maritime space” which will encompass all dimensions of maritime transport.
Regarding the Parliament’s suggestion for specific calls to the outermost regions under the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) (paragraph 84), the Commission recalls that the first CEF Transport call for proposals for the period 2021-2027 was published on 16 September 2021, making EUR 7 billion available to support infrastructure projects across the EU. This call is open to outermost regions, and it specifically highlights support to the development of outermost regions’ maritime ports.
The Parliament further stresses the need to minimise passenger and goods transport costs to/from the OR and calls for prices of air transport and sea transport (inter-region and inter-island) to be maintained. The Member States can provide public service obligations with maximum tariffs or establish social aid schemes supporting travel costs of outermost regions’ residents. The Member States can also establish public service obligations based maximum tariff schemes in land transport through general rules to achieve the objective of ensuring affordable public transport in the outermost regions. The Social Climate Fund proposed by the Commission in July 2021 envisages national Social Climate Plans that estimate the impacts on vulnerable groups. The Fund should inter alia support vulnerable groups’ improved access to sustainable mobility and transport, including affordable solutions for insular and remote regions such as the outermost regions. In addition, under the revision of the Emission Trading System (ETS) proposed by the Commission also in July 2021, up to 2030, emissions from flights between an aerodrome in an outermost region and an aerodrome in the same Member State are exempted from ETS.
C.	Digital and space
Concerning the Parliament’s call for technical support to set up European digital innovation hubs in the outermost regions (paragraph 87), the Commission will select the initial network of European Digital Innovation Hubs from entities pre-selected by the Member States and will verify whether the needs of the outermost regions are sufficiently covered. If this is not the case, a call for specific entities will be organised in line with the Digital Europe Programme.
Concerning the call for an update of the European Space Strategy (paragraph 89) to adopt specific measures for the outermost regions, the Commission intends to present a legislative proposal on building an EU space-based global secure communication system. One of the objectives of this initiative is to provide high-speed broadband availability across the EU and worldwide to overcome existing gaps and address growing data and service demands. It will benefit all EU regions, including those that face challenges such as remoteness, insularity or difficult topography and climate as the outermost regions do.
D.	Trade policy
The Parliament calls for ensuring that the outermost regions benefit from international agreements, measuring the cumulative impact of trade agreements on these regions, respect for environmental and social standards in trade agreements as well as protection of sensitive agricultural products from these regions (paragraphs 90 to 94). The Commission recalls that the outermost regions are part of the negotiations process, mandate and consultations via their Member States. The Commission conducts all evaluations on specific trade policy initiatives, both ex-ante and ex-post, with specific analyses on the impact on the outermost regions.
Trade and Sustainable Development (TSD) chapters in the EU's bilateral trade agreements are ambitious, broad, binding and enforceable through a dedicated TSD dispute settlement mechanism. The Commission has made substantial efforts to improve the implementation and the enforcement of these chapters and launched a TSD Action Plan for this purpose. At present, the Commission is reviewing the TSD Action Plan to address the challenges that have arisen with the evolution of the Commission's thinking on trade policy and the recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. The Review includes an open public consultation as well as a comparative study on how other major trading economies implement and enforce TSD commitments in their trade agreements. The Review is expected to be completed during the first half on 2022.
The Commission is committed to taking into account the interests of the outermost regions for their sensitive products when negotiating or renegotiating trade agreements. These sectors, especially bananas, sugar and rum, are treated as sensitive in trade negotiations. Trade agreements provide for a bilateral safeguard clause: measures can be taken, if as a result of the reduction or elimination of duties, goods are imported in such increased quantities and under such conditions as to cause - or threaten to cause - serious damage to a domestic industry producing similar or directly competitive goods. The agreement with Mercosur provides for a specific safeguard clause for the outermost regions.
E.	Promoting cultural development
On the Parliament’s call for measures to protect and support regional languages of the outermost regions (paragraph 100), the Commission highlights that linguistic diversity, cultural exchanges and overall cultural richness will be promoted both in the new Creative Europe Programme as well as in the new Cluster 2 “Culture, Creativity and Inclusive Society” of Horizon Europe with opportunities for the outermost regions. The Commission further launched on 13 October 2021 a pilot project proposed by the European Parliament to promote the cultures of outermost regions and overseas countries and territories, which can support local languages.
F.	Migration policy
Concerning the Parliament’s call for mobilisation of resources under the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF) and additional specific funds for the Member States of the outermost regions (paragraph 102), the Commission recalls that the AMIF 2021-2027 budget has been substantially increased to a total amount of EUR 9.9 billion. As specified in the AMIF Regulation, Member States with outermost regions should ensure that their national strategies and programmes address the specific challenges that their outermost regions face in managing migration. The Fund should support these Member States with adequate resources to help those regions manage migration sustainably and handle possible situations of pressure. The Commission will assess, if proposed actions address the identified needs of the outermost regions and expects that they are appropriately involved in the preparation, implementation and evaluation of programmes of their respective Member States.
