[bookmark: PolandRuleofLaw]Follow-up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on media freedom and further deterioration of the Rule of law in Poland
1.	Resolution tabled pursuant to Rules 132(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure
[bookmark: _GoBack]2.	Reference number: 2021/2880 (RSP) / B9-0461/2021 / P9_TA-PROV(2021)0395
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 16 September 2021
4.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: N.A.
5.	Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it: 
The resolution expresses the European Parliament’s serious concern with regard to the deteriorating situation of Polish public media, in particular its failure to perform its public service mission, which should be guided by pluralism, impartiality, balance and independence. The resolution refers to the controversial ‘Lex TVN’, the reduction of diversity and critical voices within the media, and to the acquisition of Polska Press Group by a state-controlled company in spite of pending judicial proceedings assessing the acquisition. The resolution welcomes the Commission’s work relating to its Recommendation on the safety of journalists in the European Union. The resolution furthermore calls on the Commission to deliver on its plans to propose a Media Freedom Act without delay and to ensure proper implementation of the Audiovisual Media Services Directive, in particular with reference to the independence of media regulators, transparency of media ownership and media literacy.
As regards the rule of law, the resolution expresses regret concerning the lack of progress and the deterioration of the rule of law in Poland since its resolution of 17 September 2020 and the deliberate and systemic violations by the Polish authorities of rule of law-related judgments and orders of the Court of Justice of the EU. In that respect, the resolution reiterates the fundamental nature of primacy of EU law as a cornerstone of the EU legal order. Furthermore, the resolution calls on the Commission to launch infringement procedures against the “illegitimate ‘Constitutional Tribunal’ and its unlawful composition, the Extraordinary Chamber of the Supreme Court and the National Council of the Judiciary”.
6.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The points raised in relation to ‘the primacy of EU law and the independence of the judiciary and of other institutions’ and ‘further assessment of the rule of law situation in Poland’ were superseded by those raised in the European Parliament resolution of 21 October 2021 on ‘The rule of law crisis in Poland and the primacy of EU law’. The position of the Commission on those aspects will therefore be provided in the reply to that resolution.
With regard to media freedom and pluralism in Poland, the Commission refers to its concerns expressed in the Commission’s 2020 and 2021 Rule of Law country reports on Poland, relating principally to the media market, the role of national authorities, as well as the general environment within which journalists work and their safety. The Commission’s reports also refer specifically to the Polska Press and “Lex TVN” cases. The Commission recalls that the obligation of Member States to respect media freedom and pluralism is grounded in Article 11 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union[footnoteRef:1]. The Commission also expects Member States to provide for an enabling environment for the media and journalists through legal, administrative and practical measures, in line with their undertakings under European human rights instruments. Moreover, the Commission is closely monitoring the proper implementation of the Audiovisual Media Services in all Member States, including Poland. [1:  	Article 51(1) of the Charter stipulates that Member States shall respect and promote the rights and principles enshrined in the Charter when implementing EU law.
] 

On 16 September 2021, the Commission presented its first-ever Recommendation on ensuring the protection, safety and empowerment of journalists and other media professionals in the European Union ((EU) 2021/1534) under the Commission’s European Democracy Action Plan. The Commission also refers to its ongoing work on an initiative to protect journalists and rights defenders against abusive litigation (also known as SLAPP lawsuits). Finally, the Commission refers to its stated intention, now listed in its latest Work Programme, to propose a European Media Freedom Act geared at improving the functioning of the internal market in the media field and increasing transparency, accountability and independence of the media across the EU.

