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the safety of truck parking lots in the EU
1.	Resolution tabled pursuant to Rules 227(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure
2.	Reference number: 2021/2918 (RSP) / B9-0552/2021 / P9_TA PROV(2021)0480
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 25 November 2021
4.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Petitions (PETI)
5.	Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
In its resolution, the European Parliament underlines the importance of safe and secure parking areas for road transport drivers in ensuring that they have a secure, safe and good-quality rest while having access to a minimum level of services. The rapporteur stresses that those facilities are becoming increasingly crucial in view of the increasing cargo crime leading to attacks on road transport drivers.
The resolution refers to the conclusions of the 2019 Commission study on safe and secure parking areas and acknowledges the significant shortage of safe and secure parking areas in the EU today and the fact that the security and services provided by existing facilities are often insufficient and uncoordinated. 
The resolution calls on the Commission to establish harmonised standards and certification procedures for safe and secure parking areas in the EU. It also calls on the Commission to encourage the development of safe and secure parking areas and emphasises the importance of ensuring priority funding for the creation and upgrading of such parking areas in the EU.
There is also a call on the Commission and the Member States to explore and suggest concrete measures for the protection of victims of crimes committed in unprotected truck parking areas.
The resolution also calls for the establishment and development of police co-operation in the Member States to deal with criminal offences on roads and in parking areas.
6.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission fully shares the views that the development of safe and secure parking areas is a priority. In accordance with Regulation (EU) 2020/1054[footnoteRef:1], the Commission is currently working on a delegated act setting out EU standards and certification procedures for safe and secure parking areas, which are widely based on the outputs from the Commission 2019 study.  [1:  	In particular, as regards the new Article 8a inserted on Regulation (EC) No 561/2006 of the European 	Parliament and of the Council of 15 March 2006 on the harmonisation of certain social legislation relating to 	road transport.] 

The Commission delegated act will provide for four levels of security ranging from bronze, silver, gold to platinum structured around the security of the perimeter, parking area, entry/ exit points and staff procedures. It will allow operators to choose the level of security that they need. This delegated act will also provide for a minimum common level of service ensuring that drivers have access to all the necessary facilities regardless of the level of security.
With this delegated act, the Commission will also provide for harmonised procedures for certification of safe and secure parking areas according to EU standards, including certification audits. Those audits should be independent and thus carried out by an external auditor who should audit both the security and service levels.
The Commission therefore believes that this delegated act will provide for a harmonised approach for the development of such parking areas throughout the EU. This act is expected to be adopted early 2022.
In accordance with Regulation (EU) 2020/1054[footnoteRef:2], the Commission has made available the list of safe and secure parking areas certified according to EU standards on a single official website that is regularly updated[footnoteRef:3]. [2:  	In particular, with the new Article 8a(1) inserted on Regulation (EC) No 561/2006]  [3:  	https://www.eu-parking.eu/SSTPAs/SSTPAs-List ] 

In parallel, the Commission is also financing the development of safe and secure parking areas through the Connecting Europe Facility for transport (CEF). The 2021 CEF Transport call for proposals that was launched on 16 September 2021 makes EUR 250 million available to support safe and secure mobility, which include among others, actions for the development of new safe and secure parking areas as well as the upgrading of existing parking areas, according to EU standards. Furthermore, during the last 2019 CEF call, the Commission decided to finance 11 projects for the development of 41 EU safe and secure parking areas in the EU.
The Commission strongly believes that the development of EU standards for safe and secure parking areas together with the CEF funding should play a crucial role in incentivising public and private parties to take part in the development of more safe and secure parking areas throughout the EU.
The proposal for a revised TEN-T regulation which was adopted by the Commission on 14 December 2021 will further promote the development of safe and secure parking areas[footnoteRef:4]. Whilst current EU legislation does not mandate the Member States to develop safe and secure parking areas, the proposed revised TEN-T Regulation does so. In accordance with the proposal, the Member States shall ensure that by 31 December 2050, on the TEN-T roads of the comprehensive network, safe and secure parking areas are available at a maximum distance of 100 km from each other, providing sufficient parking space for commercial vehicles and complying with the requirements set out in Article 8a(1) of Regulation (EC) No 561/2006. This requirement shall be complied by 31 December 2040 for the roads on the core and extended core network. [4:  	Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on Union guidelines for the development of the trans-European transport network, amending Regulation (EU) 2021/1153 and Regulation (EU) No 913/2010 and repealing Regulation (EU) 1315/2013 ; COM/2021/812 final ; Efficient and Green Mobility (europa.eu)] 

The Commission will continue to encourage exchanges of information on experience, policies, practices and measures taken at all levels to promote the security of road transport through the Commission expert group on land transport security (LANDSEC).
Moreover the Commission, through Directive 2008/96/EC on road infrastructure safety management, requires the Member States to ensure that a network-wide road safety assessment is carried out on the roads which are part of the trans-European road network, motorways and to other primary roads. This assessment, that has to be carried out by 2024 at the latest, must evaluate both crash and impact severity risk, based on the design characteristics of the road and on an analysis of sections of the road network upon which a large number of serious crashes have occurred, and should ensure a safe accessibility to the parking areas.
The Commission pays particular attention to the rights, support and protection of all victims of crime, including victims of crimes committed in unprotected truck parking areas. The 2012 Victims’ Rights Directive[footnoteRef:5] provides for a set of binding rights for victims of all crimes, including rights to access information, to support and protection in accordance with their individual needs. The Commission is currently evaluating the Victims’ Rights Directive with a view to publish results of the evaluation in early 2022. On this basis, the Commission will assess what other actions are necessary to strengthen victims’ rights. [5:  	Directive 2012/29/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 establishing 	minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of victims of crime, and replacing Council 	Framework Decision 2001/220/JHA] 

As regards establishing and developing police co-operation in the Member States to deal with criminal offences on roads and in parking areas, on 8 December 2021 the Commission adopted a proposal for a Council Recommendation on police cooperation. The aim is to enhance police cooperation especially in the intra-EU areas which includes the road network and parking areas. In this context, joint patrols on the road networks and in parking areas in/along the internal borders could be considered. Joint Police Stations could also be established and hot pursuits of suspects who committed property crimes in these areas could be carried out.

