[bookmark: Kimberley]Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on the implementation of the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme
1.	Resolution tabled pursuant to Rules 136(5) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure
[bookmark: _GoBack]2.	Reference number: 2021/2885 (RSP) / B9-0591/2021 / P9_TA PROV(2021)0516
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 2021
4.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on International Trade (INTA)
5.	Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
In the resolution addressed to the Commission, the Council and the 2021 Chair and Vice-Chair of the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS), the Parliament raises several issues. It stresses the urgent need to revise the definition of conflict diamonds (paragraph 1); calls for stronger implementation of KPCS (paragraph 2); reiterates the central role of civil society in the tripartite structure of the KPCS (paragraph 3); welcomes the establishment of the World Diamond Council System of Warranties (paragraph 4); encourages the use of new technologies (paragraph 5); calls on the Commission and the European External Action Service (EEAS) to ensure that sufficient funds are allocated to support sustainable and conflict sensitive management of natural resources (paragraph 6); calls on the Union to continue to be a global leader in implementing responsible sourcing initiatives (paragraph 7) and calls on the Union to consider additional autonomous measures to ensure that rough, cut and polished diamonds linked to human rights abuses are not placed in the EU market in order to overcome the shortcomings of KPCS (paragraph 8).
6.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission appreciates the European Parliament’s interest in exploring how to strengthen the Kimberley Process (KP). The Commission welcomes the resolution and shares its overall aim to enhance the effectiveness of the KPCS.
The Commission has given the resolution careful consideration, and there are several elements, which the Commission supports. Regarding paragraph 1, the Commission fully agrees with the European Parliament regarding the need to broaden the definition of ‘conflict diamonds’. In recent years, the Commission, on behalf of the EU, has led efforts in that direction and will continue to engage with KP Participants and Observers (industry and civil society) to ensure that the Kimberley Process remains relevant for the future. These efforts will be renewed when the Kimberley Process begins its next Review Cycle that is expected to start in 2023.
As part of the overall efforts to address some of the shortcomings identified in the Parliament’s resolution, notably as regards paragraphs 2 and 7, the Commission has welcomed the Declaration on Supporting Principles for Responsible Diamond Sourcing as Best Practices[footnoteRef:1] (“Frame7”) that was tabled jointly by Russia and Botswana in 2020 and adopted by the KP plenary in November 2021. The Declaration, albeit non-binding in nature, recognises the importance of a set of Principles to promote best practices in the diamond sector, alluding inter alia to labour rights, human rights, environmental protection or responsible sourcing in line with the “Mining Policy Framework” of the Intergovernmental Forum on Mining, Minerals, Metals and Sustainable Development as well as with the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Sourcing of Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas. To support the Declaration, the Kimberley Process will engage with other organisations. In this context, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) is a valuable partner in light of its expertise. [1:  	The Declaration is annexed to the 2021 Final Communiqué, Moscow, the Russian Federation https://www.kimberleyprocess.com/en/2021-final-communiqu%C3%A9-moscow-russian-federation] 

Regarding paragraph 4, the Commission also welcomes the World Diamond Council’s System of Warranties[footnoteRef:2] intended to guide the industry in self-regulation as this can strengthen consumer confidence in diamonds whether in rough or polished form. [2:  	https://www.worlddiamondcouncil.org/introduction-system-of-warranties/] 

Further with regard to paragraphs 1, 2, 6, 7 and 8, the Commission shares the view of the Parliament that the reform of the Kimberley Process is essential for it to keep pace with the global challenges in the diamond supply chain and to ensure that diamonds are not tainted by violence or human rights and labour rights and environmental abuses. While recognising that consensus-based decision-making within the Kimberley Process can be a significant obstacle to progress, the Commission will continue to work towards reform to ensure KP is able to respond to evolving realities in the diamond sector and consumer preferences. Exploring and advancing ways and means to enhance responsible diamond sourcing, developing further capacity building and technical assistance programmes, working towards the establishment of an independent, efficient, and cost-effective KP secretariat and ensuring appropriate follow up to peer review missions are all areas of future work to strengthen the Kimberley Process. At the same time, the Commission will engage with industry, civil society, and EU Member States and will explore ways to identify other avenues to incorporate human rights and due diligence dimensions.
As to paragraph 5, the Commission also recognises that technology can enable diamonds to be tracked from mine to market and beyond. Hence, the EU is supportive of and engaged in the digitalization process that has been initiated by the KP. The Commission is a member and active participant in the dedicated KP sub-working group established to work towards digitalization. The parameters and the technology (including blockchain technology) best suited to contribute to making the diamond trade conflict-free remain to be determined. Options will be examined to ensure that any KP decision is in line with the EU’s environmental, security, as well as with data and confidentiality requirements.
The Ministerial meeting recently announced by the Russian Federation as 2021 KP Chair, 20 years after the adoption of the Interlaken Declaration[footnoteRef:3], could provide an opportunity to take stock of the past two decades, prepare for the future and set the agenda to reform the KP, including as regards paragraphs 1, 2 and 5. [3:  	https://www.kpcivilsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/KP-InterlakenDeclaration-KPCS-1102.pdf] 

In relation to paragraph 3, the Commission is aware and supportive of civil society within the tripartite structure of the KP and beyond. The contributions by civil society are crucial. They bring evidence of violence related to rough diamonds at individual mining sites and work to improve the situation in mining communities. The Commission speaks out in defence of civil society’s freedom of speech within the KP. The Commission also provides important and predictable funding. The Commission currently funds the Civil Society Coalition[footnoteRef:4]. Other projects have also served to support civil society in linking conflict prevention, the combat of conflict financing, and the contribution to post-conflict economic recovery and stability. [4:  	https://www.kpcivilsociety.org/] 

The Commission would like to thank the Parliament for its continued interest in the Kimberley Process and looks forward to continuing the dialogue.

