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a European strategy for offshore renewable energy
1.	Rapporteur: Morten PETERSEN (Renew / DK)
2.	Reference number: 2021/2012 (INI) / A9-0339/2021 / P9_TA PROV(2022)0032
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 16 February 2022
4.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)
5.	Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution and many of its recommendations fall in line with the Commission’s own strategy. The resolution supports the Commission’s efforts to scale up the deployment of offshore renewable energy (ORE) and follows the Commission’s own assessment that ORE is a key pillar of the path towards climate neutrality. 
The resolution strongly emphasizes the need to strike the right balance between the different uses of the sea – such as protection of the biodiversity and the environment and coexistence with other economic activities such as fisheries, shipping. In this regard, it stresses the urgency of improving and expanding existing infrastructure, without prejudice to the EU’s Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 and EU nature legislation to enable the increased use of renewables-based electricity. The resolution also points out the many strategic benefits of the deployment of offshore renewable energy: the creation of local, sustainable jobs; the development of EU’s offshore wind supply chain and the reduction of the energy dependency to third countries.
The resolution identifies the same challenges and opportunities for the deployment of ORE as the Commission. A few key challenges are highlighted in the resolution, such as: 
· Call for an expansion and improvement of the existing infrastructure network, notably the necessary grid infrastructure. In this regard, a higher degree of regional cooperation is seen as instrumental.
· Emphasis put on the need to streamline and accelerate the permitting procedures. On the latter the resolution suggests the introduction of time limits on permitting procedures.
· Call to the Commission to enhance the technological capacity and ensure EU’s technological leadership in offshore renewables
6.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The above challenges and the ways for tackling them, strongly based on Maritime Spatial Planning, are precisely at the core of the Commission's ongoing work in implementing the offshore renewable energy.
The new Trans-European Network for Energy (TEN-E) Regulation, which should enter into force by the summer 2022, includes multiple provisions to steer the development of offshore renewables and related offshore and onshore grids. Most particularly, the Member States, with the support of the Commission, will cooperate to define by the end of 2022 non-binding goals for offshore renewable generation per sea basins by 2050, with intermediate steps in 2030 and 2040. High-level strategic integrated offshore grid development plans per sea basin will be developed by approximately end of 2023. Existing regional cooperation fora, such as the North Seas Energy Cooperation or the Baltic Energy Market Interconnection Plan, will be instrumental supporting means to achieve these goals.
The Commission is strongly committed to streamlining and shortening permitting procedures for offshore renewables, and notes the proposal for introduction of binding time limits as suggested in the resolution, including in the framework of the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive. Notably, as provided in the recent RePowerEU Communication, the Commission will publish in May 2022 a recommendation and guidance on fast permitting for renewables projects – including offshore – together with a specific initiative to strengthen the current regulatory framework for permitting and will work to support the use of all flexibilities already granted by the EU legislation and the removal of remaining obstacles.
As regards technological development and leadership, the Commission created a working group on offshore renewable energies under the overarching Clean Energy Industrial Forum. This working group aims to analyse the suitability of the European supply chain for reaching the offshore renewable targets by 2030 and 2050 and will aim to identify bottlenecks and unmet needs in the supply chain, including manufacturing capabilities for wind and ocean technologies, ports machinery or vessels requirements, and other key elements impacting the supply chain such as skills, the circular economy and sustainability. The Commission is also committed to tailoring Horizon Europe to the development of ORE, e.g. through the ongoing shaping of the 2023-2024 calls of Horizon Europe.
The implementation of the strategy encompasses a wide range of other dimensions, such as steering the sustainability of the sector via circularity by design approaches, supporting investment by better informing stakeholders on available EU funding instruments (e.g. InvestEU, Connecting Europe Facility, renewable and infrastructure, cohesion policy funds) and their use in a synergetic way.
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