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1.	Rapporteur: Anna Júlia DONÁTH (Renew / HU)
2.	Reference number: 2021/2103 (INI) / A9-0032/2022 / P9_TA PROV(2022)0056
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 8 March 2022
4.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)
5.	Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
In the resolution, the European Parliament asserts the crucial role played by the Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) in the realisation and protection of the Union values set out in Article 2 of the Treaty of the European Union (TEU), and in the formulation and implementation of EU law, policies and strategies. The Parliament also emphasises that for CSOs to thrive, civic space must be an enabling and safe environment free from undue interference, intimidation, harassment and chilling effects by both state and non-state actors.
The Parliament warns about the degradation of civic space throughout the EU with policies hampering CSOs’ operations, their access to sustainable funding, and their ability to participate in decision-making. It also highlights that CSOs representatives face physical and verbal attacks (online and offline) in some Member States, including by state-owned and state-linked actors. It reaffirms that CSOs should not be criminalised, especially those active in the field of migration or those working on women’s rights and with minorities and vulnerable groups such as LGBTIQ+ persons.
The Parliament calls, among others, for a civil society strategy to give genuine political recognition to the crucial role of CSOs in the EU and for transparent and non-discriminatory funding.
6.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission is grateful to the European Parliament for addressing the topic of the shrinking space of civil society within the EU, and of how to step up in the protection of the civil society actors. The Commission welcomes the resolution and fully shares its objectives.
The Commission has given the resolution careful consideration, and there are many elements, which the Commission wholly supports. The Commission fully agrees with the Parliament with regard to the importance of strengthening the space for civil society actors, which must be able to operate in an open, secure and safe environment that is free from all acts of intimidation, harassment and reprisals. The Commission has been acting to protect, support and empower civil society actors. To recognise the crucial role played by CSOs and rights defenders, the Commission has decided to dedicate the 2022 report on the application of the Charter of Fundamental Rights to the role of the civic space in protecting and promoting Charter rights.
Regarding the creation of a ‘European civic space index’ to monitor the situation of the civic space and to propose legislation to address the challenges faced by civil society actors (paragraphs 5 and 16), the Commission acknowledges that, in some EU countries, CSOs are subject to intimidation and harassment, including through abusive lawsuits (Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation – SLAPP). The Commission is monitoring the developments related to the framework for civil society in the Member States and reports on this in the annual rule of law report (as part of the pillar on ‘other institutional issues related to checks and balances’). The Commission did not hesitate to act, as guardian of the Treaties, in cases of violation of EU law, including the Charter, restricting the fundamental rights of CSOs and will continue to do so, as necessary. The European Democracy Action Plan and the Commission work programme for 2021 announce that the Commission will take action to protect journalists and civil society against SLAPP. On 27 April 2022, the Commission presented a directive and a recommendation in order to improve the protection of journalists and human rights defenders from abusive court proceedings. The proposed legislative action (the directive) consists of procedural safeguards against SLAPP in cross-border civil proceedings. The Commission recommendation is horizontal and applies to all types of procedures: civil, criminal and administrative. Its implementation starts straightaway in such areas as training, awareness-raising, support mechanisms and data collection.
Concerning the request to dedicate to civic space a fully-fledged chapter including country recommendations in its annual Rule of law report (paragraph 5), and to address chilling effects as a key aspect in this context (paragraph 20), the Commission recalls that CSOs are essential actors of the rule of law framework and their role is taken duly into account throughout the preparation of the report. CSOs provide a large number of written contributions as input for the report. In the preparation of the report, the Commission holds meetings with representatives of CSOs and right defenders, in the context of the visits to Member States, to discuss the key developments and the main challenges, both in the Member States and in the EU, in the four areas covered by the report (i.e. justice systems, the anti-corruption framework, media pluralism and media freedom, and other institutional checks and balances). In particular, the key elements of the framework for civil society are indeed covered under the pillar on ‘other institutional issues related to checks and balances’ and the Commission reports on the relevant developments related to the civic space in the country chapter for each Member States, including, where relevant, the potential chilling effects of measures related to civil society. As announced by President von der Leyen in the State of the Union address, as of 2022, the annual reports will include concrete recommendations to Member States. CSOs are also key partners for the EU in its work to promote a stronger European rule of law culture. The Commission is continuously deepening it assessment in the report, including as regards the framework for civil society, and will continue to reflect on ways to mobilise civil society, professional networks and other stakeholders in the rule of law debate at national and European level.
Regarding the adoption of a comprehensive civil society strategy (paragraphs 7 and 8), the Commission recalls that fostering a supportive environment for civil society organisations is a shared responsibility of the EU and its Member States. This is one of the key objectives of the Commission’s Strategy to strengthen the application of the Charter of Fundamental Rights in the EU, adopted in December 2020.  Furthermore, the Democracy Action Plan of December 2020 as well as the new Citizens, Equality, Rights and Values Programme of April 2021 put a strong emphasis on supporting, protecting and empowering civil society as the cornerstone of an open and pluralistic democracy. The Commission is using a toolbox to support and protect civil society organisations and rights defenders. This includes: monitoring of the situation and reporting about that, acting in case of violation of EU law, financial support and constant dialogue. All these actions form part of a coherent policy carried out in a coordinated manner to maximize their effectiveness on the ground.

Regarding the call to ensure consistency between the internal and external action as regard protecting an enabling civic space (paragraph 9), the Commission reaffirms its commitment to ensure that human rights and democracy will be promoted consistently and coherently in all areas of EU action, ensuring internal and external coherence in the promotion of the fundamental rights in line with the Charter, including where relevant, as regards the protection of the civic space.
Concerning the call to propose EU-wide media ownership rules in addition to the rules of transparency of media ownership as a minimum requirements within the upcoming Media Freedom Act in order to strengthen media pluralism (paragraph 12), the Commission recalls it has put forward a set of measures to address some of the most pressing problems related to media freedom and pluralism. As announced in the European Democracy Action Plan, on 16 September 2021, the Commission has presented a Recommendation on the protection, safety and empowerment of journalists. The Plan also provides for measures to support media pluralism through greater transparency of beneficial ownership. In particular, to improve the understanding and public availability of media ownership information, the Commission is co-financing a new media ownership monitoring project that will set up a publicly available database containing relevant information on media outlets across the EU. Media pluralism is one of the four pillars of the European Commission’s annual Rule of law report, which provides detailed insights into the justice systems, anti-corruption frameworks, situation of media pluralism and freedom, and checks and balances in all the Member States. Transparency of media ownership and specific media concentration rules are among the topics covered in the media section of the Rule of law report. To ensure that the European media remains independent, innovative and sustainable, and operates without any unjustified interference in their activities, be it private or public, the Commission will later this year table a legislative proposal for the European Media Freedom Act. This initiative would aim to strengthen the internal media market by increasing transparency, independence and accountability around actions affecting control and freedom of media.
Regarding the call to remove the barriers for CSOs when contributing to the single market (paragraph 13), the Commission is assessing how these barriers could be better removed in the context of the European Parliament resolution on “A European Statute for Associations and Non-Profit Organisations in the EU” (2020/2026 INL) ) and will reply to the European Parliament accordingly.
Concerning the need of ensuring a systematic civic space check in its impact assessment (paragraph 14), the Commission stresses that the identification and assessment of the most significant impacts is a core task of every impact assessment. Impacts are considered across the economic, environmental and social pillars. In a first step, the impact analysis refers to categories of potentially affected groups, such as citizens, consumers, workers, enterprises, public authorities, civil society, etc. The Commission is committed to ensure the transparency and the legitimacy of the policymaking process. The process promotes and protects the civic space by allowing also non-governmental actors to share their views, practical experience and data to help deliver higher quality and more credible policy initiatives and evaluations. This is why the Commission has developed a top-class system of stakeholder engagement, feedback and consultations, which is ranked first by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). The Commission has now further strengthened and simplified the consultation system, with a new Call for evidence translated in all languages, clearer consultation documents and swifter feedback.
As regards the call to review and monitor the implementation of EU law to ensure that it does not negatively affect civic space and provide the necessary remedies if it does (paragraph 15), the Commission recalls that in its actions to implement and enforce EU law, it consistently aims to defend civic space. Moreover, the Commission closely follows the correct and timely implementation of EU law by the Member States and helps them avoid that civil society organisations and their members are negatively affected in the process. The Commission does not hesitate to take infringement action to address restrictions imposed on civil society that are considered contrary to the freedoms provided for by the Treaties. 
Regarding the call to issue guidelines for the protection of freedom of peaceful assembly both in times of health emergency and in normal times (paragraph 18), the Commission recalls that within the remit of its competences, the Commission always ensures the respect of fundamental rights, including the right to freedom of assembly and association. However, the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights only applies to Member States when they are implementing EU law. In line with the EU Treaties (Article 72 TFEU) Member States are the sole responsible for maintaining law and order and safeguarding internal security. Thus, the application of rules in respect of demonstrations, and measures taken by national authorities for the maintenance of law and order in that context, is the Member States’ responsibility. In such cases, it is for Member States, including their judicial authorities, to ensure that fundamental rights are effectively respected and protected, in accordance with their national legislation and international human rights obligations.
Regarding the call to ensure freedom of expression, to fight against any form of hate speech and to raise awareness of hate speech and the risks it poses for democracy and individuals, including on online social networks in particular; and to include references to attacks against human rights defenders in its reporting under the Framework Decision on combating certain forms and expressions of racism and xenophobia, and to the tools to protect the rights of victims of crime, when revising EU provisions on combating hate speech and hate crime (paragraphs 19 and 27), the Commission recalls that Member states should sanction and even prevent genuine and serious incitement to violence and hatred. Framework Decision 2008/913/JHA requires Members states to criminalise racist and xenophobic hate speech when it incites to violence and hatred. The Commission works closely with Members States to ensure that the Framework Decision is implemented on the ground. It should be also noted that the Victims’ Rights Directive[footnoteRef:1] requires that all crime victims have access to specialist support services that correspond to each victim’s individual needs and that the most vulnerable victims, such as victims of hate crime, have access to special protection measures, in view of being protected from secondary victimisation, retaliation and intimidation. The EU Strategy on victims’ rights 2020-2025[footnoteRef:2] aims to further empower victims of crime to fully rely on their rights. In particular, the Strategy promotes targeted and integrated support as regards the most vulnerable victims. The Commission is however also concerned about hatred that affects other groups and that has impact on their possibility to participate in the democratic arena. In December 2021 the Commission adopted a Communication[footnoteRef:3], accompanied by a draft Council decision in annex, to extend the current list of ‘EU crimes’ in Article 83(1) TFEU to hate crimes and hate speech. Once this Council decision is adopted, the Commission would be able, in a second step, to propose secondary legislation which would allow the EU to criminalise also other forms of hate speech and hate crime, in addition to racist or xenophobic motives. The Commission has developed a voluntary Code of Conduct to ensure that online platforms take responsibility to remove hate speech on their services to prevent it from going viral. The Code of Conduct has achieved fast progress on removing online hate speech and the Digital Services Act on which the co-legislators have recently achieved a provisional political agreement will also be a significant step to combat online hate. It presents a comprehensive approach to tackling all forms of illegal content online and responding to systemic risks, while protecting fundamental rights and in particular freedom of expression. Finally, the Commission intends to continue its efforts to support national authorities and civil society organisations through funding through the Citizens, Equality, Rights and Values Programme. [1:  	OJ L 315, 14.11.2012, p. 57–73.]  [2:  	Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament,  the European Council, the Council, the 	European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions,’ EU Strategy on victims' 	rights (2020-2025)’, COM/2020/258 final, 24.6.2020]  [3: 	https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/combatting-discrimination/racism-and-	xenophobia/extending-eu-crimes-hate-speech-and-hate-crime_en
] 

Concerning the call on the Commission to accompany the Member states in a process aimed at investigate and tackle the issue of attacks and threats to CSOs at national level (paragraph 23), and to set up of an EU alert mechanism allowing CSOs and human rights defenders to report attacks, register alerts, map trends and provide timely and targeted support to victims (paragraph 28), the Commission stresses that the EU does not have a general competence to address violations of fundamental rights by Member States. Nonetheless, the Victims’ Rights Directive lays down a set of rights for all victims of crime and corresponding obligations on Member States. The directive is applicable as long as certain acts are criminalised and prosecutable under national law. Under the directive, special attention should be paid to victims with specific needs in view of protecting them from secondary victimisation, retaliation and intimidation. Further, and as already indicated above, the Commission adopted a Recommendation on strategic lawsuits against public participation, calling on Member States to take a range of measures to fight against SLAPPs. The recommendation encourages the Member States to ensure that their rules applicable to defamation, which is one of the most common grounds for launching SLAPPs, do not have an unjustified impact on the freedom of expression, on the existence of an open, free and plural media environment, and on public participation. The Commission is responsible for ensuring that the EU legislation is correctly applied. Where a Member State fails to comply with EU law, the Commission may commence infringement proceedings against the Member State and where necessary, the Commission may refer the case to the Court of Justice of the European Union.
Regarding the call to use the Commission enforcement powers including through infringement proceedings, the rule of law framework, the new Conditionality Regulation and the procedure laid down in Article 7 TEU (paragraphs 30 and 47), the Commission recalls that it is continuously monitoring developments related to the framework for civil society in the Member States, and is reporting about this in the annual Rule of law report (as part of the pillar on ‘other institutional issues related to checks and balances’). CSOs are also closely involved in the process for the preparation of the report, through a targeted consultation and as part of the country visits. The Commission will  not hesitate to act, as guardian of the Treaties, as it did for example against national legislation, which restricted the right to freedom of association of CSOs by limiting their access to funding, in breach of EU law and the Charter, as confirmed in 2020 by the Court of Justice of the EU[footnoteRef:4]. With regard to the procedure under Article 7 TEU, the Commission calls on the Member States concerned and the Council to invest in accelerating the resolution of the problems raised under these procedures, finding solutions that protect the rule of law and the values common to all the Member States. [4:  	CJEU, judgment of 18 June 2020, Commisison v. Hungary, C-78/18, EU:C:2020:476.] 


Regarding the call to actively monitor and take action against Member States’ criminalisation of CSO activities and human rights defenders, in particularly in the field of migration (paragraph 31), the Commission acknowledges that over the last years, non-governmental organisations providing assistance to migrants have expressed growing concerns over the reception conditions and the activities of rescuers and volunteers not being accepted by local populations. The Commission continuously urges Member States and all the other involved actors to comply with the relevant legal and humanitarian framework. As part of the renewed EU action plan against smuggling adopted in September 2021, the Commission is stepping up the monitoring of the implementation of the Facilitation Directive[footnoteRef:5] in Member States in order to strengthen its implementation and where appropriate, in case of breaches of EU law, will launch infringement procedures. The Commission is currently gathering more information on legislative and policy trends in the Member States following the Commission Guidance on the Facilitation Directive issued in September 2020[footnoteRef:6] to exempt humanitarian assistance from being criminalised when defining the offence of facilitation of entry, transit and residence. The intention is to report on the implementation of the Facilitators Package in 2023, and also present an assessment of the implementation of the 2020 guidance. The Commission will, at that stage, look at whether the legal framework, established in 2002, remains adequate for addressing the current challenges or would require a revision. [5:  	Council Directive 2002/90/EC of 28 November 2002 defining the facilitation of unauthorised entry, transit 	and residence, OJ L 328.]  [6:  	Communication from the Commission: Commission Guidance on the implementation of EU rules on 	definition and prevention of the facilitation of unauthorised entry, transit and residence 2020/C 323/01, 	C/2020/6470, OJ C 323.] 

Concerning the call for adequate, enabling, transparent and non-discriminatory  financing (paragraph 35, 37 and 43), the Commission points out that under the Citizens, Equality, Rights, and Values (CERV) programme, EUR 1,55 billion in funding will support entities that contribute to making the EU’s common values, rights and equality and diversity alive and vibrant. Actions will contribute to implementing EU priorities, in particular in the area of fundamental rights, the rule of law and democracy. Under the newly established Union Values strand a call with EUR 51 million provides core funding in particular to grass roots organisations that need to be able to work in a supportive environment so that they can carry out their mission effectively. This call is precisely tailored to support CSOs at local level to purse their crucial work for our Union of values. Moreover, a first-ever call for proposals to promote capacity building and awareness on the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights and to promote activities on strategic litigation relating to democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights breaches with EUR 2 million was launched in 2021. CSOs are also the key target group in other strands of the programme (Equality, Rights and Gender equality strand, Daphne/ combatting violence strand, and citizens’ engagement and participation strand) where they constitute a high amount of beneficiaries.
Regarding the call to ensure that Commission funding is only awarded to organisations that are strictly independent from any government and fully adhere to the EU values (paragraph 42), the Commission recalls that it has safeguards in place to ensure that projects operate according to EU values and only organisations in compliance with EU values receive funding. Applicants to the CERV programme have to outline in their proposals, the measures and policies in place to guarantee full compliance of the project and the organisation with EU values as enshrined in Article 2 Treaty on EU and in the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, including its Article 21 on non-discrimination. This is an eligibility criterion under the CERV programme for all call for proposals. Throughout the evaluation of proposals, the respect of EU values plays a central role for awarding an EU grant. Independent experts as well as the evaluation committee screen the applicants and proposals for adherence to EU values. The obligation to respect ‘EU values’ is as well included in the corporate Commission model grant agreement (Article 14.2), and, in case of non-compliance, the Commission is entitled to take action up to termination of the grant agreement.
Concerning the call to further simplification, more flexible eligibility criteria, targeted information and training, monitoring of practices and provision of recommendations to boost CSO participation in programmes under shared management and to better involve and train CSOs in monitoring the spending of EU funds at Member State level (paragraph 44), the Commission has increased the EU co-financing to 90% of the total eligible costs of the action and considers further increasing the use of simplified forms of funding in its directly managed Citizens, Equality, Rights and Values programme. In order to increase user-friendly accessibility and provide impartial guidance, practical information and assistance to applicants, stakeholders and beneficiaries with respect to all aspects of the CERV programme, Member States have been invited to establish national contact points with the possibility of applying for financing under the CERV programme. The Commission is in the process of selecting intermediaries that will build the capacities of grassroots organisations active in protecting and promoting rights and values; intermediaries will also regrant funds to those organisations using simplified procedures in the national language to allow the maximum accessibility.
Regarding the call to ensure that CSOs are not negatively impacted by the withdrawal of funding under the Conditionality Regulation (paragraph 45), the Commission recalls that it is of the utmost importance that the legitimate interests of beneficiaries and final recipients, including CSOs where relevant, are protected, also in the case of measures imposed pursuant to the Regulation. In particular, the imposition of measures does not affect Member States’ obligations toward beneficiaries and final recipients, including CSOs where relevant. The Commission also recalls that, following consultation of the European Parliament, it published guidelines on the application of the Conditionality Regulation that also deal with the protection of the rights of the final recipients and beneficiaries of EU funding.
Regarding the call to map best practices and produce recommendations for tax incentives to boost private donations (paragraph 48), the Commission recalls that well-designed tax incentives and special tax policies (which respect EU law) are one of various policy options available. However any tax incentive or tax policy must avoid creating tax loopholes that may be used for aggressive tax planning.
Concerning the call to produce guidance on the principle of non-discrimination and free movement of capital applied to cross-border donations and to define the concept of public benefit (paragraph 50), the Commission informs that it will publish guidance clarifying the existing rules on the tax treatment of cross border public benefit donations affecting foundations and associations, and on the implementation of the principle of non-discrimination with Member States. As detailed in the Social Economy Action Plan, the Commission will publish guidance on relevant taxation frameworks for social economy entities, based on available analysis and input provided by Member States’ authorities and social economy stakeholders as well as guidance clarifying the existing rules on the tax treatment of cross-border public benefit donations affecting foundations and associations and the implementation of the principle of non-discrimination with Member States.  
Regarding the engagement with civil society actors under Article 11 TEU and the invitation to the Commission to consider the submission of an Interinstitutional agreement on civil dialogue between all main institutions covering all areas of Union policy as well as transversal processes such as, for example, the State of the Union or the Conference on the Future of Europe (paragraphs 54, 55, 57 and 58), the Commission agrees on the importance of implementing Article 11 TEU and is committed to having an open and constructive cooperation and dialogue with CSOs and having regular meetings. Article 11 TEU is already being implemented through a wide range of decentralised forms of structured dialogue and consultations with civil society, spanning numerous policy areas. These include, for instance, structured civil society dialogues in the field of trade and agriculture, various platforms such as the European Migration Forum or the European Civil Protection Forum, as well as the newly established Civil Dialogue Group under the new Citizens, Equality, Rights and Values Programme. This is also exemplified by the consultation ahead of the adoption of several Strategies, the creation in 2020 of the Expert group on the views of migrants in the field of migration, asylum and integration[footnoteRef:7] and by the creation of platforms for exchanges with CSOs in the implementation of those strategies. The Commission considers that the best possible use should be made of existing instruments, while avoiding duplication. It is continuously looking for ways to further improve its dialogue and engagement with citizens and stakeholders and to further increase the efficiency and attractiveness of those instruments. [7:  	The mission of this Expert Group is to provide advice and expertise on policies in the field of migration, 	asylum and integration of migrants. Members have proven and relevant competence and experience in 	migration, asylum and integration and they are also well connected with a wider network of migrant 	organisations and communities] 

As regards the invitation to consider setting up within each Directorate-General specific points of contact to enable civil society to be in close contact with the Commission Vice-President (paragraph 59), the Commission believes that the current decentralised system, whereby each Directorate-General organises its dialogue with organised civil society, works well and contacts are established naturally, across the policy areas, between those that work on the ground.
Concerning the call (paragraph 59) that CSOs are given a prominent role via a transparent selection process in expert groups and advisory forums assisting the Commission, the Commission recalls that whenever it wishes to benefit from advice and assistance of organisations, including the CSOs, in the context of Commission expert groups, it makes a selection on a basis of a transparent selection process via public calls for application. The details of the selection process are laid down in the Commission horizontal rules on expert groups (Commission Decision C(2016)3301).
Regarding the call to leverage the definition of national programmes implementing EU funds and the implementation by Member States of EU strategies and action plans to encourage Member States to put in place effective CSO participation and civil dialogue mechanisms (paragraph 60), the Commission recalls that it is actively engaged in promoting citizen engagement in Cohesion Policy. A number of initiatives has been launched in this respect, including, the high-level conference on citizen engagement in Cohesion Policy on 6 February 2020[footnoteRef:8]. At that event, two initiatives to encourage and support citizen engagement in cohesion policy were launched to provide support by OECD to Managing Authorities and support to CSO to design projects for participating in the implementation and/or monitoring of cohesion policy. The Commission recently announced the launch of a follow-up project with OECD to support the cooperation of Managing authorities and CSOs in designing participatory approaches. Moreover, the Commission maintains relations with EU-level representatives of civil society organisations, via regular strategic dialogue meetings. Through these exchanges the Commission reaches out to the national and regional levels. The 2021 call of the EaSI (Employment and Social Innovation) strand of the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) addressing social inclusion and poverty aims to promote social inclusion and combat poverty in the EU Member States, as well as build the capacity of CSOs active in this area. In 2022, the total value of the grants awarded is EUR 12.4 million. [8:  	High-level conference “Engaging citizens for good governance in Cohesion Policy” - Regional Policy - 	European Commission (europa.eu)] 

Concerning the calls for reinforced civil society participation within the European semester process and in the monitoring of the European recovery package (paragraph 60), the Commission stresses that the RRF Regulation requires that Member States’ recovery and resilience plans contain a summary of the consultation process of relevant stakeholders, such as social partners, for the preparation and, where available, the implementation of the plan. The Member States have taken various different approaches to public consultation. For instance while some have consulted on the overall plan, others have done so at sectoral or regional level. It remains up to each Member State to decide how to organise its own internal procedures and the consultation process, including the involvement of social partners and other stakeholders. Nonetheless, the Commission regularly underlines the importance of stakeholder involvement in its interactions with all Member States. The Commission has for instance emphasized the importance of consultations with stakeholders and social partners in its guidance on drafting recovery and resilience plans, published in February 2021. The Commission also urged Member States in the 2022 Annual Sustainable Growth Strategy to engage in a broad policy dialogue with social partners to prepare their recovery and resilience plans. On the ground, the Commission’s European Semester Officers have been encouraged to assist the national authorities with consultation and outreach efforts to social partners and stakeholders, for instance by organising information events on the Recovery and Resilience Facility. The European Semester Officers have already reached out to national authorities and stakeholders in many Member States. The Commission also actively engaged in discussions with several organisations during the preparatory phase of the plans, including meetings with the trade unions and civil society. These meetings allowed stakeholders to present obstacles they were facing in contributing to the design of the plans and to facilitate their involvement. National ownership will be a key prerequisite to allow for a successful implementation of the Facility and to ensure lasting success at national level and credibility at European level. The active involvement of stakeholders will be vital throughout all the stages of the implementation process. The Commission stands ready to assist these efforts with dedicated events in the Member States.
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