


[bookmark: OrganicAgri]Follow-up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on 
the EU action plan for organic agriculture
1.	Rapporteur: Simone SCHMIEDTBAUER (EPP / AT)
2.	Reference number: 2021/2239 (INI) / A9-0126/2022 / P9_TA(2022)0136
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 03 May 2022
4.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)
5.	Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it: 
This resolution concerns the Action Plan for the Development of Organic Production (COM(2021) 141), which was adopted by the Commission on 25 March 2021 in support of the target, included in both the Farm to Fork strategy and the Biodiversity strategy, of 25% of EU agricultural land under organic farming by 2030 and a significant increase in organic aquaculture. The resolution does not mention the 25% target. It does welcome, however, “the objective of increasing the EU’s agricultural area under organic farming by 2030”. The resolution is broadly supportive of the different Axes (demand, supply, sustainability) and Actions of the Action Plan. The resolution touches upon a number of issues not related directly to the Action Plan (organic basic legislation, organic legislation on salt, organic international negotiations, etc.). Where it does relate directly to the Action Plan, the most salient request is for the Commission to carry out an impact assessment with regard to the share of the EU’s agricultural area under organic farming (paragraph 2). Other requests concern the need to recognise the Member States’ different starting points as regards the organic sector (paragraph 3), to ensure an orderly and measured transition from the previous to the current organic legislation and to carry out an impact assessment of the new regulation five years after its implementation (paragraph 5), and for specific Commission support for some of the actions in the Action Plan (see inter alia paragraphs 14-16, 28, 31, 38, 40-41, 44-45, 48, 55, 57, 60-62, 64-68 and 73).
6.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
As concerns paragraph 2, the Commission does not intend to carry out an impact assessment with regard to the share of the EU’s agricultural area under organic farming. The Green Deal targets, including the target of 25% of EU agricultural land under organic farming by 2030 and a significant increase in organic aquaculture, are aspirational rather than legally binding targets. In order to achieve the 25% target, the Commission has invited all Member States to develop organic strategies that are tailored to local circumstances in the form of both National Strategic Plans for the next Common Agricultural Policy and complementary National Organic Action Plans, and expects Member States to have done so/to do so in an inclusive and evidence-based manner. The Commission monitors carefully in a continuous manner the progress across all Member States towards the target.
As concerns paragraph 3, the Commission recognises the different starting points of the different Member States as regards organic production. That is why it has invited all Member States, including those lagging behind, to develop organic strategies that are tailored to local circumstances in the form of both National Strategic Plans for the next Common Agricultural Policy and complementary National Organic Action Plans.
As concerns paragraph 5, the Commission has made, and continues to make, every possible effort to ensure an orderly and measured transition from the previous organic legislation to Regulation (EU) 2018/848.
Regarding the same paragraph 5, the Commission is continuously monitoring the impact of Regulation (EU) 2018/848 and its associated secondary legislation. A number of reports are required under Regulation (EU) 2018/848 to assess its implementation regarding issues such as the presence of unauthorised products and substances. The Commission does not intend to carry out an impact assessment of the new regulation five years after its implementation, with a view to making any necessary adjustments. 
As concerns paragraph 14, the Commission has assessed carefully the provisions on organic farming in the draft National Strategic Plans for the next Common Agricultural Policy, including the national values for the 25% Green Deal target, the targets for Result Indicator 29, the planned interventions and the associated budgets. It has issued observations in this respect and received Member State replies to these observations. The dialogue with Member States is on-going.
As concerns paragraph 15, the Commission prioritises, within the context of the Action Plan, the exchange of best practices between the Member States and has established for that purpose a dedicated EU network of national organic ambassadors to exchange know-how and best practices.
As concerns paragraph 16, the Commission is considering using its empowerment in Regulation (EU) 2018/848 to adopt a delegated act adding detailed production rules for sea salts and other salts, in line with the objectives and principles of organic production. In doing so, the report of the expert group for technical advice on organic production will be taken into consideration. However, this does not prejudge which types of salt production might be considered in line with the objectives and principles of organic production and the possible detailed production rules.
As concerns paragraph 28, work by the Commission on future legislative proposals regarding the provision of food information to consumers (e.g. front-of-pack nutrition labelling) and the creation of a sustainable labelling framework is on-going.
As concerns paragraph 31, the Green Public Procurement of organic products for public canteens is an important priority in the Action Plan. The Commission has already put the issue twice on the agenda of the EU network of national organic ambassadors and will continue to raise and promote the issue as appropriate. In addition, strengthening sustainable public procurement is part of the ongoing work on the future legislative initiative on a framework for a Union sustainable food system.
As concerns paragraph 38, the Commission works to obtain concrete commitments from the private sector as regards the greater availability and affordability of organic products via inter alia the EU Code of Conduct for Responsible Business and Marketing Practices. The Code entered into force on 5 July 2021 and contains references to organic production. Moreover, in their individual pledges to this Code, some companies have committed to promoting organic products. The Commission will continue to work via the Code and other tools on the greater availability and affordability of organic products to the final consumer.
As concerns paragraph 40, the Commission does not currently intend to assess measures to facilitate the marketing of conversion products.
As concerns paragraph 41, the Commission emphasizes that fraud prevention is an important priority in the Action Plan, as reflected in Action 5, comprising a series of sub-actions, of Axis 1. The Commission regularly carries out audits to evaluate the implementation of the organic production standards and control measures in the Member States and applied by recognised control bodies operating in third countries.
As concerns paragraph 44, the Commission considers that the harmonisation of European systems for the certification of inputs for organic farming is sufficient as set out in Article 31 of Regulation (EU) 2018/848 on the labelling of products and substances used in crop production.
As concerns paragraph 45, the border checks carried out on consignments of organic products are already addressed in Regulation (EU) 2018/848 and its associated secondary legislation. The European Anti-Fraud Office has launched several inquiries on alleged fraud related to imports of alleged organic products and/or adulterated products. In addition, Member States are regularly alerted by the Commission with respect to the country-product combinations most often concerned by non-compliance notifications. The Commission also regularly agrees with Member States a list of country-product combinations requiring additional official controls. A general information notice on organic trade has also been published in the Customs Risk Management Framework.
As concerns paragraph 48, the import regime based on compliance to EU standards is available since January 2022. The Commission will inform the Parliament of the progress of international negotiations on equivalence.
As concerns paragraph 49, the Commission would like to clarify that the most recent free trade agreements include provisions on environmental protection and animal welfare. They contain a dedicated chapter on trade and sustainable development (TSD) with binding commitments to comply with multilateral labour and environmental agreements (including climate) and to ensure that labour and environmental standards are not lowered in order to attract trade. Regarding animal welfare, the agreements focus on farmed animals to improve the mutual understanding of respective laws and regulations and their implementation, as well as on exchanging information, expertise and experience in this field.
As concerns paragraph 51, the eco-schemes are by design intended to be fully compatible with and complementary to the agri-environment-climate measures (AEMs). There are no legal impediments to opening them up to both conventional and organic farmers. It is the Member States that propose eco-schemes designed according to their specific national circumstances and objectives. The use of eco-schemes as proposed by the Member States is assessed by the Commission, in particular within the context of the respective Member State’s overall green architecture.
As concerns paragraph 55, the Action Plan predicts a number of relevant actions, including enabling support from the Common Agricultural Policy for organic producer organisations, support for short supply chains, local and small-scale processing and biodistricts and enhancing the availability of statistics across the supply chain.
As concerns paragraph 57, the Action Plan indicates support for bio-districts. The Commission has already put the issue twice on the agenda of the EU network of national organic ambassadors putting emphasis on the concrete steps to be taken to establish and develop bio-districts.
As concerns paragraph 60, the Commission is currently assessing the potential of digital technologies like blockchain for organic production.
As concerns paragraph 61, an EIP (European Innovation Partnership) workshop dedicated to organic farming has been organised and will take place in June 2022.
As concerns paragraph 62, organic production will benefit from the Horizon Europe-supported “EU Mission: A Soil Deal for Europe”. The Commission also intends to review the list of authorised fertilisers in organic production, taking account of the new EU horizontal rules on fertilisers, the need to diversify the sources of fertilisers, and the need to use as much as possible recycled inputs while ensuring their safety to avoid contamination.
As concerns paragraph 64, the Commission does not intend to draw up a dedicated strategic plan on the production of organic plant proteins but is reviewing the policy identified in its 2018 report on the development of plant proteins in the EU and will also look at organic plant proteins in this context. The Commission is also in the process of using its empowerments in Regulation (EU) 2018/848 to adopt a delegated act on the production of insects. Indeed, processed animal proteins derived from insects could be used as sources of protein for poultry, porcine animals and in aquaculture.
As concerns paragraph 65, the Commission has launched a study on the Union’s situation and options regarding the introduction, production, evaluation, marketing and use of invertebrate biocontrol agents (IBCA) within the territory of the Union.
As concerns paragraph 66, the reduction of the use of chemical pesticides and risks thereof, is one of the key actions of the Farm to Fork strategy, with a 50% reduction in the use and risk of pesticides target for 2030. On 22 June 2022, the Commission proposed new rules to that effect as part of a revision of the Sustainable Use of Pesticides Directive.
As concerns paragraph 67, Regulation (EU) 2018/848 has already harmonised the obligations and actions in the event of suspicion of non-compliance (Articles 27), the precautionary measures to avoid the presence of non-authorised products and substances (Article 28), and the measures to be taken in the event of the presence of non-authorised products or substances (Article 29). Considering that Member States have different approaches in how they handle cases of presence of products or substances not authorised for use in organic production, the Commission will by 31 December 2025, present a report to the European Parliament and the Council on the implementation of measures to be taken in the event of the presence of non-authorised products or substances and on the assessment of the national rules referred to in Article 29(5). That report may be accompanied, where appropriate, by a legislative proposal for further harmonisation.
As concerns paragraph 68, the rules for the production and marketing of organic heterogeneous plant reproductive material are applicable since 1 January 2022 and the Commission expects that these rules will foster the development of such material. In addition, experiments are being carried out in the Member States to develop further organic varieties of certain species of plants that are commonly used in organic production.
Regarding the same paragraph 68, the Commission and the Member States are working to improve the databases and systems used to ensure a better transparency on the availability of organic seeds to EU operators. Under Horizon Europe, research projects will be carried out for the development of suitable seeds and animals for organic production.
As concerns paragraph 73, the collection and dissemination of data and scientific evidence on the environmental, economic and social effects of organic production is already planned as an important priority of the Action Plan.
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