


[bookmark: UkraineWomen]Follow-up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on 
the impact of the war against Ukraine on women 
1.	Resolution tabled pursuant to Rules 136(5) and 136(1) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure
2.	Reference number: 2022/2633 (RSP)/B9-0219/2022/P9_TA(2022)0206
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 05-05-2022
4.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM)
5.	Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it: 
The resolution strongly condemns the use of sexual and gender-based violence as a weapon of war. It highlights a growing number of reports of human trafficking, sexual violence, exploitation, rape and abuse faced by women and children fleeing Ukraine.
The resolution calls on the Commission to ensure correct and full implementation of the Temporary Protection Directive (TPD) across all 27 Member States and to make sure that women refugees fleeing the war in Ukraine fully benefit from the rights enshrined therein, especially regarding health services, maternity, childcare and access to the labour market. The resolution calls on the Commission to use additional measures, EU funds and mechanisms to respond to the sexual and gender based violence protection and sexual and reproductive health services (SRHR) needs of Ukrainians. The resolution calls on the Commission and the Member States to improve coordination at border crossings and reception facilities, ensure accurate registration of refugees and their access to the necessary documentation. It also calls on the Commission to further enhance efforts in terms of prevention and tackling crimes that refugee women might face, such as human trafficking, sexual and gender based violence, exploitation and abuse.
6.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
As regards paragraph 5, the Commission recalls that persons fleeing Ukraine, covered by the scope of the Council Decision activating the Temporary Protection Directive of 4 March 2022, enjoy temporary protection in the European Union. They have the right to access medical care in accordance with the directive. The scope of the care provided can be different in the different Member States, but must include at least emergency care and essential treatment of illness. In line with Article 13.4 of the directive, Member States shall provide necessary medical or other assistance to persons enjoying temporary protection who have special needs, including victims of rape or other serious forms of psychological, physical or sexual violence. However, Member States are free to extend and give the same coverage as to their nationals. The European Commission has recommended that Member States provide broad access to sickness benefits and affiliate them to the public health care system of the host Member State in the Communication on 'Welcoming those fleeing war in Ukraine: Readying Europe to meet the needs' of 23 March 2022.
On the access to healthcare in EU Member States for persons displaced from Ukraine, the Commission has prepared a factsheet and has a specific webpage with a list of all the national ministries and health agencies. The Commission also distributed an explanatory document to Member States and it is finalising a report on the application of the provisions regarding to access to health in the Member States.
Regarding the specific case of women and children having been victims of sexual violence, they could be eligible for medical transfers when health complications are occurring due to the aggression, including physical or mental illness, and if they are willing to be evacuated.
The Commission is supporting the mental health of displaced people from Ukraine, in particular that of vulnerable persons, children and women. Under the EU4Health programme, a EUR 2 million call for proposals for non-governmental organisations was launched on 20 April to support the mental health of displaced people from Ukraine. Proposals will implement best practices to improve mental health and psychological wellbeing in migrants and refugee populations, with a focus on people fleeing Russia’s invasion in Ukraine.
A EUR 7 million contribution agreement with the International Federation of Red Cross Societies was signed on 7 June 2022 to provide direct trauma treatment and mental health support. A dedicated stakeholders network on 'Supporting Ukraine, neighbouring EU Member States and Moldova' has been set up on the EU Health Policy Platform with the objective of supporting displaced patients, facilitating partnerships and funding support to civil society organisations, mental health support and recognition and support for healthcare professionals arriving in EU Member States and Moldova. Targeted training courses for health professionals, social workers and law enforcement officers and trainers on several aspects concerning migrants’ health (e.g. mental health, communicable diseases) are also available in the Health Policy Platform. The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) also offers online training modules on refugee and migrant health.
Commission Funds in the field of Home Affairs can support the Member States in dealing with immediate health care upon arrival and the early identification of persons at risk of human trafficking and their referral to specialised services. In view of the pressing and widespread needs of Member States, Home Affairs Funding will focus on first reception needs (e.g. emergency accommodation, food, healthcare, extra staff, etc.) and support Member States' efforts under the Temporary Protection Decision of 4 March 2022 (e.g. initial processing and registration activities and referral of persons to specialised support services).
The Home Affairs Funds place special attention on support for persons in vulnerable situations, including the provision of a suitable reception for children, particularly unaccompanied minors, and persons with disabilities as well as the early identification of persons at risk of human trafficking and their referral to specialised services. 
The 2021-27 Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF) expressly includes within its scope support assistance and support ‘services provided in a gender-sensitive manner that are consistent with the status and the needs of the person concerned, in particular vulnerable persons’. The AMIF supports Member States in their implementation of Directive 2011/36/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council, which sets out provisions on assistance, support and protection for victims of trafficking in human beings. Those measures, including measures for the early identification of victims of trafficking in human beings and their referral to specialised services, should take into account the gender-specific nature of trafficking in human beings and child victims.
EU's medium-term plans for managing the situation of women refugees
The first consideration for women fleeing Ukraine will be safety for them and their families, accommodation and healthcare. Healthcare, including mental healthcare, must be accessible as soon as possible and adapted to the specific needs of the women, especially those with trauma and victims of gender-based violence.
Access to employment at the right level of qualifications is very beneficial for the integration process, both from the viewpoint of refugees and host societies. Childcare needs of women with minor children need to be addressed to facilitate their access to the labour market. Women also need to be provided with access to information, as much as possible, also in the language of the recipient, on their rights related to the labour market, including about work-life balance measures and policies, protection against discrimination, especially during pregnancy and early parenthood, and childcare services. The general law in force in the Member States applicable to remuneration, access to social security systems relating to employed or self-employed activities and other conditions of employment shall apply to beneficiaries of temporary protection.  They should also be entitled to receive necessary assistance in terms of social welfare and means of subsistence, if they do not have sufficient resources.
Assessing and validating skills accurately is key. The Commission has already issued guidance on the recognition of professional and academic qualifications and added Ukrainian to its Skills Profiling Tool for Third-Country Nationals, as well as to Europass and the multilingual classification of European Skills, Competences, Qualifications and Occupations (ESCO). The Commission has worked on improving the comparability of Ukrainian qualifications with the European Qualification Framework (EQF). Matching skills with job opportunities is equally important. Particular attention should be given to language training (including through work-based activities), which has proven to be a key element in successful integration into the labour market and society.
As announced in the Communication on 'Welcoming those fleeing war in Ukraine' of 23 March and further detailed in the Communication of 27 April on attracting skills and talent to the EU, the Commission is planning to launch an EU Talent Pool pilot initiative for beneficiaries of temporary protection. The objective is to launch an EU-wide web portal allowing persons fleeing the war to manifest their interest in finding work and their skills in order to allow Member States to identify and gain an overview of the skills available among this group in EU Member States and to facilitate matching them with employers.
The Commission has adopted on 14 June “Guidance on access to labour market, vocational education and training and adult learning of people fleeing Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine”. This document presents policy guidance for Member States’ actions when implementing national measures in these areas, taking into account lessons learnt and best practices gathered in the recent months and since the 2015-2016 migration crisis. It includes also recent EU funded projects, including some focusing on the labour market integration of female migrants, which can serve as inspiration.
More generally, the EU policy framework for integration of migrants is the Action plan on integration and inclusion 2021-2027. This action plan highlights the need to adopt a gender-based approach in all integration policies and measures and to take into account the possible specific needs of people seeking and benefitting from protection in the EU, especially when they are women. Women seeking or benefitting from protection in the EU face additional obstacles compared to men, often having to overcome effectively structural barriers, including facing stereotypes, linked to being a woman, a migrant and in need of protection (“triple disadvantage” as highlighted by the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)).
The Action plan on integration and inclusion builds on and complements the Gender Equality Strategy 2020-2025 and is in line with the challenges highlighted in the European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE) in its sectoral brief on gender and migration.
The EU Gender Action Plan (GAP) III, an ambitious agenda for gender equality and women’s empowerment in EU external action (2021-2025) provides a policy framework for the EU to boost its level of engagement on gender equality and women’s empowerment.. The impact of war on women is mainly covered under the following key thematic areas of engagement: 'Ensuring freedom from all forms of gender-based violence', ‘promoting sexual and reproductive health and rights' and 'implementing the Women, Peace and Security agenda'. The High Representative-Vice President of the Commission systematically condemns the use of sexual and gender-based violence in conflicts in the multilateral fora, notably at the UN, G7 or G20.
The Commission encourages Member States to use EU funding, for example the AMIF, the European Social Fund (ESF)/European Social Fund+ (ESF+) and the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) to set up integration policies and measures adapted to the needs of women seeking or benefitting from protection in the EU, as well as measures to promote access to employment, counselling and training, including language courses, with Member States having the flexibility to tailor the support to individual needs. The ESF, the ERDF and AMIF can be mobilised to support access to employment, training, accommodation, healthcare and social care services, notably promoting independent living and community-based care, as well as support to childcare services and other social services, with focus on vulnerable groups, such as people with disabilities, children and older people.
As regards paragraph 11, the Commission considers the protection of the vulnerable groups in Ukraine a priority. Women and girls are disproportionally impacted by the war, with concrete risks of sexual and gender-based violence linked to forced displacement, division of families, accommodation in temporary or shared shelters, increased military presence and establishment of checkpoints. Verified attacks on health-care facilities have risen, meaning that already stretched healthcare, including for sexual and reproductive health and clinical management of rape, has even less capacity to respond to sexual violence against Ukrainian women and girls.
In Ukraine, the European Commission, through the Union Civil Protection Mechanism (UCPM) is channelling much needed support to the Ukrainian population. Specifically for sexual and reproductive health care, Germany has offered through the UCPM 15 215 emergency contraceptive pills, currently on their way to Ukraine, and additional support was provided by 27 of the 33 Member and Participating Stated of the UCPM that have provided 7 699 431 hygiene and sanitation items to date.
As regards EU humanitarian aid to Ukraine, the EU is funding the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) for a countrywide 12-month intervention to provide emergency assistance to nearly 100 000 women and girls, including survivors of sexual and gender based violence (SGBV), with access to sexual and reproductive health (SRH) response services.
To ensure availability of essential lifesaving sexual and reproductive health services (SRHS) to women, two Primary Health Care (PHC) mobile clinics are established for basic emergency obstetric and new-born care (BEmONC) to increase capacity for outpatient SRH services and for access to primary health care. Specifically, the mobile clinics provide general and individual counselling on women’s health issues including SRH, pre and postnatal care, maternal health, ultra-sound examination by portative machine, breast-feeding, pap-smears, and the provision of outreach STI/HIV prevention, testing and treatment.
The intervention also procures lifesaving emergency reproductive health supplies to women and girls across Ukraine, in the form of interagency emergency reproductive health (IARH) kits. These kits include both reusable and consumable materials, including life-saving medicines, and the contents range from antibiotics, medical care for survivors of rape, surgical equipment, to blood transfusion. 
The intervention also aims to advance access of sexual and gender-based violence (GBV) survivors and those at-risk to direct services and referral pathways. This includes the distribution of non-food items (NFI) to women, which include information and materials on GBV prevention, serving as entry-points to provide further GBV support. Moreover, the intervention provides capacity-building to health staff of 24 health facilities to ensure integrated medical and psychosocial assistance and referrals for survivors of SGBV. These trainings provide the opportunity to support vulnerable groups and prevent and respond to GBV issues, by having health care provides who are trained at identifying signs of GBV, including sexual violence/IPV, providing clinical management of rape (CMR) services, and using the referral pathway to refer to additional services such as psychosocial support.
The project is part of the larger UNFPA humanitarian response in Ukraine and thereby complements projects funded by other donors. The two PHC clinics funded complement the four sexual and reproductive health (SRH) clinics, both funded from the European Union budget. Such colocation will ensure the integrated and comprehensive SRH-GBV response and assistance to women and girls, including survivors of GBV and sexual violence.
One of the key priorities of the European Commission, in line with the Ukrainian government and needs assessments, is to provide health-care support to people in need. We are aware that often during conflicts, sexual and reproductive health needs are overlooked and the health care facilities have even less capacity to respond to sexual violence against Ukrainian women and girls and their reproductive needs.
The Commission is also relentlessly supporting our humanitarian partners on the ground involved in providing support to girls and women.
On 11 May, the Solidarity Platform[footnoteRef:1] endorsed a Common Anti-Trafficking Plan to address the risks of trafficking in human beings and support potential victims among those fleeing the war in Ukraine, developed under the lead of the EU Anti-Trafficking Coordinator in close cooperation with the Member States and EU Agencies[footnoteRef:2]. The Anti-Trafficking Plan builds on the EU Strategy on Combatting Trafficking in Human Beings 2021-2025. It sets out concrete actions at the EU level and recommendations to the Member States. The focus is now on the implementation of the Plan, which is already ongoing. With respect to the European Parliament’s call to set-up an EU-wide helpline for those at risk of trafficking in human beings, the Commission compiled, with the support of Member States, and published online a list of dedicated emergency anti-trafficking helplines to help potential victims of trafficking in human beings[footnoteRef:3]. Functioning helplines in Member States are crucial in the fight against trafficking, especially for the purpose of awareness raising and prevention by providing information about safety and security measures, as well as for the detection and early identification, as well as assistance of the victims. For this reason, Member States are encouraged to set-up or improve the functioning of existing emergency anti-trafficking helplines or other emergency helplines that can be contacted in multiple languages, including Ukrainian and Russian, 24/7 or improve the functioning of existing helplines so that potential victims of trafficking can be referred to appropriate services, which are gender-sensitive and child-specific. However, previous experience leading to the establishment of helplines at EU level showed the complexity of the process from a legal and operational point of view. Trafficking in human beings is a multi-faceted crime with victims having very diverging profiles. This is why only one single organisation designated at national level to operate an EU helpline would not be potentially in the position to cover all types of victims and situations. Moreover, the setting-up an EU-wide anti-trafficking helpline for people fleeing Ukraine would take a long time, whereas there is a need to act quickly. Therefore, the Commission considers that the approach laid down in the Anti-Trafficking Plan to have a list of national anti-trafficking helplines and other emergency numbers compiled on the website is currently the most efficient one to support potential victims of trafficking coming to Ukraine. [1:  	Migration management: Welcoming refugees from Ukraine (europa.eu)]  [2:  	One of the points of the 10-Point Plan for stronger European coordination on welcoming people fleeing the 	war from Ukraine, presented at the Justice and Home Affairs Council on 28 March 2022, is the development 	of a Common Anti-Trafficking Plan on preventing human trafficking and helping victims. Point 6 of the Plan 	envisages that the Solidarity Platform, under the lead of the EU Anti-Trafficking Coordinator, will work with 	Member States and EU Agencies, including the European Labour Authority, to develop a shared anti-	trafficking plan to address the risks of trafficking and support potential victims]  [3:  	National Hotlines (europa.eu)] 

The Anti-Trafficking Plan provides that a gender and child rights based approach will be taken into account in the implementation of all its actions, in particular in the assistance, support and protection of victims who may be identified in the context of the crisis, including in relation to measures taken in the framework of the fight against gender-based violence.
Member States and civil society organisations have already put in place awareness raising measures in relevant languages, which specifically target refugees from Ukraine. These include provision of relevant information through emergency helplines and material, such as leaflets and posters, distributed at border checkpoints, in railway and bus stations, public transport, shelters and reception facilities, registration centres and other places where people fleeing Ukraine are likely to be reached. The Anti-Trafficking Plan encourages Member States to continue to provide continuous and centralised official information on the risks of trafficking, including online, in languages that persons fleeing Ukraine are able to understand (such as Ukrainian, Russian or English) and, for the cases of unaccompanied and separated children, in a child-friendly and age-appropriate manner. It also further recommends to Member States to disseminate the information broadly. Finally, Europol and other EU Agencies have been monitoring the situation on trafficking in human beings.  Member States are strongly encouraged to register any suspicions or confirmed cases of trafficking in human beings in SIENA and share it with Europol. The actions under the European Multidisciplinary Platform Against Criminal Threats (EMPACT) – Operational Action Plan “Trafficking in Human Beings” have also been strengthened, in cooperation with the Member States and EU Agencies, especially Europol, including for awareness raising activities, with the involvement of the civil society.
Under the Justice programme, the following actions are ongoing to support Ukraine: 1. European Judicial Training Network (EJTN) is addressing sexual violence as war crime in the context of the Russian aggression in Ukraine in its training activities; 2. Additional support is (and will be) provided via the project “EU CoE HELP EU III” coordinated by the CoE; 3. The Justice Framework Partners have been encouraged to take into consideration, in their work programmes 2023, the Russian invasion in Ukraine and its consequences, such as the specific situation of victims of violence by armed forces fleeing from Ukraine and to address their specific needs inside the EU (for instance, by supporting capacity building activities documenting violence as war crimes in Ukraine in line with the upcoming guidelines developed by EUROJUST/Genocide Network).
As regards paragraphs 19 and 20, the protection of Children is a top priority for the Commission as children represent roughly half of the arrivals in the EU.


Unaccompanied children and teenagers have the right to legal guardianship and access to education. The EU Council recommendation establishing a European Child Guarantee recommends that the Member States guarantee for children in need:
· free and effective access to: 
· high quality early childhood education and care,
· education and school-based activities,
· at least one healthy meal each school day and healthcare;
· effective access to:
· healthy nutrition, and adequate housing.

The core target group of the Child Guarantee Recommendation are children (people under 18 years of age) at risk of poverty or social exclusion, but specific disadvantages experienced by children with migrant background are also to be taken into account. This – and the activation of the Temporary Protection Directive – implies that European Child Guarantee applies also to Ukrainian refugee children.
On 4 May, at the Solidarity Platform, we shared the Commission’s Work Plan on children. This work plan covers three main strands:
· Information about the specific challenges that arise in relation to the reception of unaccompanied and separated minors is being collected. On this basis, recommendations will be elaborated and published on the Commission external website.
· Standard Operating Procedures (‘SOPs’) for the transfer of unaccompanied and separated children from Moldova to the Member States were endorsed via the Solidarity Platform. At the request of UNHCR Moldova, further details on the Best Interest Assessment /Best Interest determination will be added.
· A Memorandum on children is being proposed by Ukrainian authorities who seek to secure that Ukraine maintains track of the unaccompanied and separated children fleeing from war and that they will be assisted to go back home after the war.
The Commission analysed the draft memorandum and concluded that most provisions were already covered by EU law. What is more, there were already several references to existing international treaties, so it sufficed to recall the legal obligations stemming from those. Some other provisions fell under areas of exclusive national competence, and therefore at the latitude of each Member State whether to take them up or not. On this basis, the Commission prepared a revised text – ‘template’ – which was proposed to the Members via the Integrated Political Crisis Response (IPCR) as the reference document for bilateral/ unilateral political declarations (non-binding). In parallel, the French presidency proposed a very similar text for endorsement as common EU political declaration. The declaration is supposed to be internal only (as it refers to the “Council of the European Union”) and it is not intended to be communicated to UA authorities or negotiated with them. The common declaration was endorsed by Coreper on 22 June in the form of an annex to a Presidency Note.
As regards impact on childcare and education services, the Commission services have set up an EU Education Solidarity Group for Ukraine that is anchored in the tools and mechanisms that already exist in the Strategic Framework of the European Education Area. As part of this effort, the High Level Group on Education and Training met on 21 and 28 March and mapped the needs of the countries who are hosting children displaced from Ukraine. Based on these needs identified, the EEA strategic framework Working Groups (Schools, Higher Education, Early Childhood Education and Care, Equality and Values in Education and Training, and Digital Education: Learning, Teaching and Assessment) are helping EU Member States by pooling expertise across the EU by a series of exchanges and peer learning activities.
The Commission published the staff working document “Supporting the inclusion of displaced children from Ukraine in education: Considerations, key principles and practices for the school year 2022-2023”[footnoteRef:4] on 30 June. It pools the currently available collective experience and knowledge. It provides information on good practice and practical insights to support EU Member States in their policy-making process to ensure uninterrupted learning for displaced pupils arriving from Ukraine up to 18 years old, from early childhood education and care to upper secondary education. [4:  	SWD(2022)185: https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/detail?ref=SWD(2022)185&lang=en] 

To support this work, various EU funding instruments include provisions to prioritise the needs of children in migration, particularly unaccompanied and separated minors and those at risk of abuse or human trafficking.
For instance, the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (“AMIF”) can be used to finance actions such as the assessments of the best interests of the child to strengthen the guardianship systems, and project to develop, monitor and evaluate child safeguarding policies and procedures.
On funds, the Commission is assisting Member States in meeting the logistical and financial challenges in all possible ways. The Commission has provided unprecedented flexibility in the use of EU funds.
The Cohesion’s Action for Refugees in Europe (CARE) and FAST-CARE packages have introduced additional flexibility and other provisions to maximise the use of 2014-2020 EU funding and support faster implementation under the 2021-2027 programmes. This has allowed Member States and regions to provide both emergency and longer-term support to people fleeing Ukraine. Pre-financing from REACT-EU resources was substantially increased, amounting to EUR 3.5 billion, to be complemented by another 3.5 billion as part of FAST-CARE, to be paid in 2022-2023 for the 2021-2027 programmes.
The Commission has also introduced more flexibility in the implementation of the 2014-2020 Home Affairs Funds. It is expected that these newly accessible Home Affairs funds will focus on first reception needs (e.g. emergency accommodation, food, healthcare, extra staff etc.) and support Member States efforts under the Temporary Protection Directive (e.g. initial processing and registration activities and referral of persons to specialised support services).
To address the most pressing needs of certain Member States, the Commission has also pledged EUR 400 million to be disbursed from the Home Affairs Funds as emergency assistance to Member States at the forefront of assisting persons displaced from Ukraine. 
Moreover, for the period 2021-2027, Member States will receive at least EUR 6.3 billion under the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF) and at least EUR 2.7 billion under the Border Management and Visa Instrument (BMVI). The Members States also have the possibility to include measures in support of the integration of people with migrant background, designed on the basis of their specific needs, in the 2021-27 Cohesion policy programmes financed by the ESF+ and the ERDF.
As regards paragraph 22, Roma women falling under the Temporary Protection Directive, must be treated equally, receive access to the EU territory, and be informed of the full rights under the Temporary Protection Directive.
[bookmark: _GoBack]As regards paragraph 24, the Commission addresses protection risks faced by women in Ukraine through its humanitarian response, details of which are provided under the reply to Paragraph 11. The EU funded humanitarian assistance systematically integrates a gender perspective into the needs assessment, appraisal, design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of interventions and in all aspects and sectors of assistance. EU humanitarian assistance in Ukraine is provided through and in cooperation with international organisations and international non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and civil society. The details on the specific assistance given to women are outlined in the reply to Paragraph 11.
On funding opportunities available under the Citizens, Equality, Rights and Values programme (CERV) programme:
1. Many of CERV beneficiaries are well placed to respond to the urgent needs deriving from the war in Ukraine, including on data collection and monitoring, raising awareness, advocacy, providing guidance and directly helping people on the ground.
1. CERV also has Framework partners. In the context of the war in Ukraine, some of them have started implementing targeted activities such as campaign on social channels, psychological support, as well as training for volunteer mentors. As from 2023, the framework partners will also begin regranting funds to their member organisations working at local level.
1. When the war in Ukraine started, a number of CERV calls for proposals were open. The project applicants, therefore, had a possibility to adapt the focus of the proposals to the needs deriving from the war in Ukraine. A significant number of submitted proposals, indeed, take the situation in Ukraine into account, under the cascading call for civil society, the gender based violence/protection of children against violence call, the gender equality call and the town twinning call.
1. In 2023-2024, activities are planned to reach more easily the local level, such as a possible cascading call for proposals in the area of the gender-based violence, violence against children and victims’ support or a reinforced work with our framework partners.
As regards paragraphs 25 and 26, the Commission recalls that EU humanitarian assistance in Ukraine is provided through and in cooperation with international organisations and international NGOs and civil society. 
As regards paragraph 28, the Commission is aware of concerns that LGBTI+ persons face particular challenges, such as restricted access to accommodation, gender based violence, access to healthcare (including limited supply of HIV medication, unavailability of hormone therapy treatments for transgender and intersex persons, as well as limited access to sexual health services due to the prejudices of medical staff). The EU humanitarian funding is needs based and inclusive, in line with the humanitarian principles, and always prioritizes protection of the most vulnerable population groups.
As regards paragraph 31, the Commission confirms that it provides targeted support to Moldova to address assistance challenges arising from Russia’s war of aggression. The EU notably works with and provides funding to UNICEF and INTERSOS, which are part of the Gender-Based Violence Sub-Working Group, which rolled out adapted training tools on GBV core concepts and safe disclosure.
Four gender-based violence (GBV) referral pathways covering all regions have been developed and rolled out. The aim is to increase access to vital support for survivors, including lifesaving multi-sectoral response services, including health, legal, psychosocial support, safe shelter, and core assistance such as cash assistance, EU air transfers, and transport assistance.
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