[bookmark: Albania]Follow-up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on 
the 2021 Commission Report on Albania
1.	Rapporteur: Isabel SANTOS (S&D / PT)
2.	Reference numbers: 2021/2244 (INI) / A9-0131/2022 / P9_TA(2022)0214
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 19 May 2022 
4.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
5.	Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
Overall, the resolution adopted by the European Parliament supports Albania’s democratic transition and its accession to the EU. It mainly focuses on rule of law issues, including fundamental rights and media freedom, engagement with civil society organisations as well as the environmental and energy sectors.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The resolution largely aligns with the positions of the Commission's 2021 Report on Albania and acknowledges that Albania has met the conditions set by the Council to hold the 1st Inter-Governmental Conference on accession negotiations.
The resolution stresses the need to strengthen constructive political dialogue and sustainable cross-party cooperation. It calls for creating conditions to conduct a population census in line with international standards and improve freedom of expression. The resolution suggests that the country should increase efforts to remedy the deficiencies in addressing the Financial Action Task Force action plan and fully implement the amended legislation aligning with the relevant EU rules. It also calls for enhancing prevention and accountability in case of leakage or misuse of personal data, strengthening property and minority rights.
The resolution commends Albania’s alignment to the EU’s foreign, security and defence policy and good neighbourly relations. It recognises the importance of the Economic and Investment Plan and Instrument for Pre-Accession (IPA) III, in particular the incentive basis and conditionality, and underlines the need to enhance visibility of EU assistance. However, it does not mirror the Commission’s view on the establishment, under the Prime Minister Office, of agencies; this raises coordination and accountability questions, notably the one for donor coordination. The text includes several references to EU financial support for post-earthquake and post-pandemic recovery, as well as to Albania’s need to increase efforts to improve social inclusion of disadvantages population, gender equality and women’s rights.
Lastly, it calls for further actions on biodiversity, climate protection and waste management. It expresses concerns over the revision of the protected areas network map, as it might affect the country’s biodiversity, and calls for more efforts in the fields of diversification and greening of energy supply, and transport.
6.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission: 
The resolution calls on the European External Action Service (EEAS) and the Commission to improve coordination and address disinformation and hybrid threats that seek to undermine the EU perspective by more strategically underscoring the EU’s relevance to people in the Western Balkans (paragraph 21).
The Commission and the EEAS will further coordinate and strategically tackle issues related to disinformation and hybrid threats, including supporting efforts to improve media education in the country. In its 2021 report, the Commission encouraged national authorities to strengthen media resilience and take further actions to combat disinformation, mentioning Albania’s engagement in the EU’s hybrid risk survey, aimed at identifying systemic vulnerabilities and further improving the EU assistance in this field. The Commission and the EEAS have meanwhile stepped up these assistance efforts and will continue monitoring the developments in these areas, including in its annual report.
The Strategic Communications Task Force of the European External Action Service 
(EEAS StratCom) continued to proactively engage with partners in the region including in Albania, raising their capacity to analyse and expose disinformation, and engaged in series of resilience-building activities against disinformation. The EEAS has also launched the fourth edition of the engagement-intensive social media campaign “Europeans making a difference”. The campaign has been effectively communicating EU values, reaching over 15 million viewers across Europe.
Furthermore, in the second half of 2022 the EEAS will launch the first independent public study on disinformation in Albania and a communication campaign and reach-out activities to raise public awareness on disinformation and foreign information manipulation and interference (FIMI). 
