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[bookmark: Climate]Follow up to the European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a Social Climate Fund
1.	Rapporteur: David CASA (EPP / MT), Esther de LANGE (EPP / NL)
2.	Reference numbers: 2021/0206 (COD) / A9-0157/2022 / P9_TA(2023)0101
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 18 April 2023
4.	Legal basis: Article 91(1), point (d), Article 192(1) and Article 194(1), point (c) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
5.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI), Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL)
6.	Commission's position: accepts all amendments. The Commission presented the following statements:
First statement
“As part of the negotiations under the recast of the Energy Efficiency Directive (EED recast), the Commission's intention is to present a targeted amendment to the Regulation establishing a Social Climate Fund to update the definition of energy poverty in line with the agreement reached on the definition of energy poverty in the EED recast.”
[bookmark: _Hlk124873080]Second statement
“In the Inter-institutional Agreement of 16 December 2020 between the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission on budgetary discipline, on cooperation in budgetary matters and on sound financial management, as well as on new own resources, including a roadmap for the introduction of new own resources, points 30 to 33 require the Commission to make available an integrated and interoperable information and monitoring system including a single data-mining and risk-scoring tool to access and analyse the required data with a view to a generalised application by Member States. In addition, the three institutions agreed to sincerely cooperate, in the course of the legislative procedure relating to the relevant basic acts, to ensure the follow up to the European Council conclusions of July 2020 regarding this element.
The Commission considers that the agreement reached by the co-legislators on the use of a single data-mining tool and the collection and analysis of data on the beneficial owners of the recipients of funding is not sufficient to enhance the protection of the Union budget against fraud and irregularities and to ensure efficient checks on conflicts of interests, irregularities, issues of double funding, and criminal misuse of the funds. Therefore, the approach agreed by the co-legislators in the Regulation establishing a Social Climate Fund does not appropriately reflect the desired ambition and spirit of the Inter-institutional Agreement.”
Third statement
“The Commission considers that the agreement reached by the co-legislators under “Annex III - Key requirements for the Member State’s control system” of the Regulation establishing a Social Climate Fund concerning Member States’ possibility to designate more than one authority that can be entrusted with the responsibility to sign the management declaration accompanying the payment requests could lead to inefficiencies and a dilution of responsibilities as well as create confusion about the roles of the authorities.”
