Follow-up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution 
on 2021 Report on Turkey
1. Rapporteur: Nacho SÁNCHEZ AMOR (S&D / ES)
2. Reference number: 2021/2250 (INI) / A9-0149/2022/ P9_TA(2022)0222
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 7 June 2022
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The concerns expressed in the European Parliament resolution concur with the findings of the Commission’s report, and clearly indicate the continuous and growing distancing of Turkey from EU’s values and standards, while the country’s lack of political will to carry out the reforms required under the accession process is the reason why accession negotiations continue to be at a standstill.
The resolution is comprehensive and touches upon most aspects of EU-Turkey relations. It contains strong language about the backsliding in the area of the rule of law and fundamental rights, the regressive institutional reforms and the shrinking space for civil society. There are sections on the lack of compliance with the European Court of Human Rights rulings, the Kavala case, and the launch of infringement proceedings by the Council of Europe, the withdrawal from the Istanbul Convention, the judicial and administrative harassment faced by civil society and the LGBTI community, the serious backsliding in the freedom of assembly and demonstration as well as the freedom of expression, along with references to specific cases of human rights defenders, journalists, politicians and others.
Furthermore, the resolution covers Turkey’s position on the Russia invasion of Ukraine, the migration issue and the EU-Turkey Statement, the EU-Turkey Customs Union, the ratification of the Paris Agreement by Turkey and the ongoing work on the Green Deal and the issue of visa liberalisation. In the area of foreign policy, topics covered are Turkey’s non-alignment with the EU’s Common Foreign and Security Policy and the EU sanctions against Russia, the Armenia- Turkey rapprochement, Turkey’s demands related to Sweden’s and Finland’s NATO membership bids and lastly - and quite extensively - the Cyprus problem.
6. Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission: 
The resolution calls on the Commission to provide, through the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA) and other relevant programmes, sufficient funding for civil society and pro-democracy efforts in Turkey (paragraph 20). The Commission plans for substantial support to civil society, human rights and democracy in Turkey for the coming period. Under IPA III, support will be provided primarily through the Civil Society Facility and EUR 67 million has been programmed for 2021-2023. Gender equality and business dialogue with civil society will be supported under the 2021 national programme, worth EUR 11 million. Under the Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) Global Europe, EUR 12 million will be provided for 2021-24 under the Human Rights and Democracy programme. Civic initiatives and right-based projects that cannot be tackled via Turkish institutions will be supported, also with a focus on supporting the media environment, journalism and freedom of expression.
[bookmark: _GoBack]As regards the call on the Commission to ensure that the funds under the successor to the Facility for Refugees in Turkey are primarily given directly to the refugees and host communities and managed by organisations that guarantee accountability and transparency (paragraph 36), the Commission’s aim is to ensure a robust package of support, delivered for the refugees in Turkey, which will comply with the principles of sound financial management. The aim is also to increase the longer-term sustainability of the interventions, insisting on those that strengthen refugees’ self-reliance and resilience. All interventions will be vetted within the framework of customary comitology for the instruments concerned, notably IPA, NDICI and Humanitarian Aid (HUMA). They will also be discussed in the Steering Committee for the Facility for Refugees in Turkey.
Furthermore, the resolution calls on the Commission to step up its efforts to engage with the Turkish-Cypriot community (paragraph 45). The Commission continues to make use of the Aid Programme for the Turkish Cypriot community under which EUR 623 million have been allocated since 2006 to facilitate reunification of Cyprus through socio-economic support and confidence building measures. The Commission is furthermore looking at how other (non-Aid Programme) EU instruments could be used to facilitate the involvement of individual Turkish-Cypriots, Turkish Cypriot civil society organisations and Turkish-Cypriot businesses in joint projects with Greek-Cypriot counterparts. It also believes that increased trade of Turkish-Cypriot products across the green line is an effective way to facilitate confidence-building between the Cypriot communities and thereby foster reunification of Cyprus.
The resolution calls on the Commission to launch a communication policy towards Turkish society aimed at raising awareness about the EU (paragraph 51). The Commission will continue organising events, and awareness raising campaigns in order to discuss the EU with the Turkish public, also through the EU Delegation in Ankara.
Regarding the call on the Commission to remain open to cooperate in policy areas that may be of interest to both sides (paragraph 52), the Commission, as guided by the 2021 Council Conclusions on the positive agenda, has set up a number of High-Level Dialogues, in areas of common interest, namely on health, migration, climate and agriculture. The Commission will also continue exploring possibilities on other areas, which are not currently suspended by the 2019 Council Conclusions. It has also signed an association agreement with Turkey, for the country’s participation in three EU programmes (Horizon Europe, Erasmus + and European Solidarity Corps) to enhance people-to-people contacts.
Concerning the setting up of the Turkey Investment Platform (TIP) (paragraph 52), the aim is for the TIP to cover blending operations and budgetary guarantees under the European Fund for Sustainable Development Plus (EFSD+). The Commission confirms that the key objective of the TIP is to contribute to the achievement of the overarching priorities adopted by the EFSD+ Strategic Board in November 2021 concerning the Green Deal, Global Gateway and Jobs and sustainable and inclusive Growth. More generally, the TIP will support the goals of the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Union Enlargement policy objectives, by promoting the economic and social development of Turkey, including through the mobilisation of private sector resources.
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