[bookmark: Mauritania]Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution of 8 June 2022 on the EU/Mauritania Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement and Implementing Protocol
1. Rapporteur: Izaskun BILBAO BARANDICA (RENEW / ES)
2. Reference number: 2021/0300M (NLE) / A9-0154/2022 / P9_TA(2022)0229
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 8 June 2022
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution broadly supports the renewal of the Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement (SFPA) with Mauritania and its Protocol and the dual objectives of access for EU fleets and cooperation for establishing a sustainable fishery policy. It calls inter alia for improvements in the transparency and monitoring of fishing activities in Mauritanian waters, on scientific cooperation at regional level, in the reinforcement and timely implementation of sectoral support, including renovation or constructions of infrastructures and projects for male and female workers of the artisanal sector, and in the monitoring of the implementation of the social provisions included in the new Protocol. Furthermore, it stresses the importance of a timely implementation of the small-pelagic management plan to face the critical situation of some fish stocks and the need to halt and phase out negative impacts caused by the fishmeal and fish oil industry in Mauritania. Finally, it calls on the Commission to include SFPAs as a key element in the EU´s partnership with Africa and to improve alignment and consistency between the SFPA and the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
6. Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission welcomes Parliament’s resolution and fully shares the mentioned objectives on fisheries governance, scientifically based management, non-discrimination and transparency issues, as established in the Common Fisheries Policy, as well as the priority to be given to the small pelagics for food security. The Commission will pay due attention to the use of sectoral support to ensure it benefits coastal communities and local actors. It also takes note of concerns expressed in relation to some other objectives, such as the future implementation of the World Trade Organisation agreement on fishery subsidies.
With reference to paragraphs 5 and 6 of the resolution, the scientific experts of Mauritania and the EU have jointly prepared a management plan for small pelagics to be endorsed by the Joint Committee in September 2022. In parallel, Mauritania has adopted certain measures to limit and monitor the activities of the fishmeal and fish oil producing plants.
As regards the call for strengthening transparency in paragraphs 8 to 11, the issue was raised inter alia within the Joint Committee meeting of 1-3 June 2022, during which Mauritania presented the most recent and consolidated data available, concerning the fishing activities carried out in the period 2018-2021 by all the fleets (national and third countries’ vessels) operating in Mauritanian waters. 
Concerning the implementation of sectoral support, an important step in the process was the creation of the coordination body, planned in both the previous and the current protocols, but which Mauritania organised for the first time only on 14 June 2022. For the smooth implementation of the sectoral support, this is an essential element not only to ensure a unique channel of communication between the Commission and Mauritania, but also as an internal platform of coordination among the different Mauritanian Ministries and agencies for the follow-up of projects benefitting from the funds made available by the Protocol. The Commission is supporting Mauritania at technical level to face the challenge of a smooth absorption of the sectoral support backlog as well as the programming of the funds granted by the new protocol. An extraordinary meeting of the Joint Committee is planned in November-December 2022 to approve the next 5-years-list of projects to implement, in accordance with the list of priorities established by the Protocol. The coherence with projects financed by the cooperation funds as well as consistency with the UN SDGs will be ensured in collaboration with the EU Delegation in Nouakchott. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Parliament has been and will continue to be kept fully informed of the Joint Committee outcomes.
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