Follow-up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on 
the 2021 Commission Report on Montenegro
1. Rapporteur: Tonino PICULA (S&D, HR)
2. Reference number: 2021/2247 (INI) / A9-0151/2022 / P9_TA(2022)0266
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 23 June 2022
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it: 
The resolution focuses on the enlargement progress of Montenegro in the areas of foreign policy, including reconciliation and good neighbourly relations, democracy and the rule of law and respect of fundamental freedoms and human rights. In addition, short sections are devoted to economy, environment, energy and transport.
The European Parliament requests the Commission to act or consider action on several paragraphs (10, 14, 17, 28, 31, 49 and 55). These refer to possible assistance to mitigate the economic consequences of the Russia’s war against Ukraine on Montenegro; monitoring and assessment of impact of the EU funding; rule of law investments and cooperation with the European Public Prosecutor’s Office on the EU funding; combating disinformation threats; active communication and visibility campaigns on the role of EU assistance; elimination of roaming charges between the EU and Montenegro and monitoring of the macroeconomic situation and sustainability of the economic development.
6. Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission: 
On paragraph 10, the Commission observes that the economic and financial impact of the crisis provoked by Russia’s war against Ukraine remains so far limited for Montenegro. The Montenegrin government, in the wake of the war, made no requests for economic or financial assistance. The country is notably not dependent on Russian oil and gas and its trade with Russia is insignificant. Some negative impact is expected on the number of tourists coming to Montenegro this summer. In addition, the inflation is on the rise, as in the EU, driven by food and energy prices. The Commission is closely monitoring the situation and stays in contact with the Montenegrin authorities. 
On paragraph 14, the Commission is working with Montenegro to make best use of the range of EU funding programmes and instruments, in order to strengthen the fundamentals of Rule of Law and Fundamental Rights, Public Administration Reform, as well building capacity in a range of other sectors including good governance, competitiveness, agriculture and rural development, transport, environment, and social and educational issues. In relation to the opportunities of the Economic and Investment Plan, the Commission is cooperating closely with the authorities so that Montenegro moves towards a more sustainable investment planning which will cover EU and international agreements, including the objectives of the Paris Agreement and related EU decarbonisation targets.
In reference to paragraph 17, the Commission welcomed the Court of Auditor’s report, accepted most of its recommendations, and is in the process of implementing them. The IPA (Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance) III Regulation provides for the possibility to reduce funding in case of significant regression or persistent lack of progress by a country in the area of the fundamentals. Equally, assistance can be increased again when progress has resumed. The Commission applies and will continue to apply conditionality, as prescribed by the legal framework of the IPA III Regulation, on a case-by-case basis following a thorough analysis and due consideration of its impact. Reporting and monitoring of IPA projects are also being improved. Montenegro benefits from a number of projects in the area of democracy and rule of law, including the European Union Support to the Rule of Law in Montenegro (EUROL), which has recently entered its third phase. Furthermore, a working arrangement is being negotiated between the Montenegrin authorities and the European Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO) and will be signed soon.
Regarding paragraphs 28 and 31, the Commission has responded to the Montenegrin authorities’ request to increase its cooperation in the field of disinformation by offering technical assistance through several activities, bringing the experience of EU Member States experts and EU institutions to address the specific needs in Montenegro. A first country-specific workshop is planned to take place early autumn, while Montenegro has already benefited from a regional workshop on disinformation held on 27 April.
The Commission has continued carrying out a significant amount of communication activities in the Western Balkans, including Montenegro, throughout the year, among them: the regional communication programme WeBalkans.eu, which includes a big annual regional campaign, last year focused on the benefits of the Economic and Investment Plan for the Western Balkans.
The EEAS has continued proactively engaging partners in the region and raising their capacity to analyse and expose disinformation, and has engaged in a series of resilience-building activities against disinformation. The EEAS has also launched the fourth edition of the engagement-intensive social media campaign “Europeans making a difference”. The campaign has been effectively communicating EU values, reaching over 15 million viewers across Europe.
Furthermore, the EU has set up a Media Fund to empower media tackling disinformation. The ongoing projects aim at increasing synergies and enhancing EU understanding among media community members.
Additionally, the EEAS has established the monitoring of regional and cross-border disinformation, and is currently exploring ways in which cross-border addressing of monitored disinformation activities, and evolving information manipulation tactics, can be secured. The Commission and the EEAS are also working on providing additional support to fight disinformation in the region, including support to civil society efforts to secure transparency of media ownership.
On paragraph 49, lowering roaming charges between the Western Balkans, including Montenegro, and the EU is a political priority of the Commission. The next steps are to agree on the roadmap and the glide path. The roadmap consists of a full set of recommended steps, reforms, activities and milestones, to be put in place by different stakeholders within the defined deadlines, in order to facilitate the implementation of the glide path for price reductions between 2023 and 2027. The aim is to lower the roaming charges to a level close to domestic prices. This would also facilitate complete elimination, which will however only be possible upon EU membership. Dialogue with the operators is ongoing to conclude the roadmap and to start implementing the glide path, which aims to introduce the first reductions in January 2023.
[bookmark: _GoBack]On paragraph 55, the Commission reaffirms its commitment to monitoring the economic and financial situation in Montenegro. The sustainability of the country’s debt and of its public finances, as well as reporting on the possible economic vulnerabilities and dependencies, remain in the focus of the annual reporting done by the European Commission. The next report on Montenegro will thus duly address these issues.
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