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1. Rapporteur: Katrin LANGENSIEPEN (Greens/EFA / DE)
2. Reference numbers: 2022/2013(INI) / A9-0209/2022/ P9_TA (2022)0339
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 4 October 2022
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it: 
In its resolution, the European Parliament welcomes the Commission’s initiative, announced in the Strategy for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2021-2030 (hereafter the Strategy), to establish the AccessibleEU Centre (the Centre) as a flagship initiative and a tool to facilitate access to relevant knowledge and support the implementation of accessibility legislation.
The European Parliament highlights the importance of using a comprehensive approach to accessibility, following a “universal design” approach, inter alia, in the areas of public procurement contracts and tenders, physical environment or information and communications technologies (ICT), and to keeping developing a coherent legal framework for accessibility in the single market, based on the mandate of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD).
The European Parliament makes a series of comments on the envisaged structure of the Centre, calling on the Commission to ensure adequate resources for its functioning and to establish a secretariat and a forum to steer and lead its work. It also underlines that the participation of organisations representing persons with disabilities must be ensured as much as granting the participation of all actors with suitable experience in the field of accessibility. Therefore, it calls on the Commission to establish sub-groups of experts to address challenges posed by particular domains of accessibility policies.
Stressing the potential benefits of the Centre in supporting the Commission’s work, by providing evidence-based policy recommendations, solutions to overcome gaps and inconsistencies within the current legislation and collection of specialised, comparable and fully accessible data and information, the European Parliament calls on the Commission to conduct an assessment within five years of the creation of the Centre to evaluate its effectiveness, produce yearly reports to be presented to Parliament as well as consider the possibility of establishing an agency to further accomplish the objectives of the mandate of the Centre.
6. Response to the requests in the resolution and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission: 
In response to paragraph 6, the Commission would like to emphasise that it is implementing the AccessibleEU through services to be provided through a call for tenders. Sufficient funding is being allocated for the correct establishment and smooth functioning of the Centre, as well as for the defined tasks. The Commission also recalls as it is operating in the context of stable staffing, that any increases in human resources, for the establishment and functioning of the Centre will only be possible by reductions elsewhere, with the emphasis on reallocation and redeployment within the services.
As regards paragraph 7, the Commission would like to highlight that, for the moment, no physical structure or secretariat is envisaged, but it will activate a voluntary cooperation framework, delivered as a service to the Commission, which will serve as an entry point for knowledge on accessibility. It will indeed provide the opportunity to bring together national organisations involved in the implementation and enforcing accessibility rules with experts and professionals from all areas of accessibility.
In February 2022, at the first Disability Platform meeting, the Commission initiated a discussion with the Member States and the civil society, including those representing persons with disabilities, on how to create partnerships through AccessibleEU. The Commission has also published an open call for tenders on 2 August for a resource centre that will provide services to the Commission for the activities of AccessibleEU. The deadline for submission of tenders expired on 26 September and the Commission is currently evaluating the proposals and aims at signing the contract by the end of 2022.
The Commission fully shares the Parliament’s view that the forum should guarantee the balanced participation of stakeholders from the public and private sectors and highest possible level of transparency concerning is activities. Thus, AccessibleEU will be implemented as a service contract to the Commission and the activities will be carried on under the Commission’s guidance. Notably, the high-level expertise will be secured by a European and national team of experts that will indeed formulate and carry out a work programme together with the contractor.
As regards paragraph 8, the Commission agrees with the European Parliament that AccessibleEU provides an opportunity to create a one-stop shop for knowledge on accessibility and train professionals within this field as well as to connect stakeholders and provide occasions of mutual learning. As a collective exercise and to address the specific challenges posed by areas such as the built environment, public procurement, digital technologies, transportation, media, to name a few, and with a view to improve access for persons with disabilities to relevant services such health, education, employment or recreation, the Commission regularly seeks and receives input including from the subgroup of the Disability Platform, dedicated to work on AccessibleEU. No additional permanent structures or ad-hoc AccessibleEU coordinators are planned, but the team of experts will be composed also by experts from Member States including some coming from an organisation representing persons with disabilities at European level and another expert coming from organisation(s) dealing with the interest of older persons at EU level.
In relation to paragraph 17, the Commission, as in every contract resulting from a tender, will assess the deliverables and the work under the contract. The centre is expected to effectively contribute in the valorisation of accessibility policies. While at this stage the Commission does not plan to establish a dedicated agency, it is possible to take steps and improve the Centre in the future if deemed necessary. In this context, the Commission recalls the last Special Report of the European Court of Auditors (ECA) (2020) on the future of EU agencies The ECA recommended the Commission to allocate resources to agencies by focusing on the priorities and most pressing needs. Moreover, when proposing a new agency, the Commission should demonstrate relevance and coherence of proposed new body vis-à-vis existing bodies and prepare proposals in line with the Better Regulation Agenda, including consultations provided for therein.
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