[bookmark: NEB]Follow-up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution
on New European Bauhaus
1. Rapporteur:  Christian EHLER (EPP / DE), Marcos ROS SEMPERE (S&D / ES)
2. Reference number: 2021/2255 (INI) / A9-0213/2022 / P9_TA(2022)0319
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 14 September 2022 
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE), Committee on Culture and Education (CULT)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
Overall, the European Parliament is very supportive of the New European Bauhaus (NEB) initiative and the actions announced by the Commission. The resolution stresses the importance of clarity on funding for the NEB from 2023 onwards and calls for the Horizon Europe Regulation to be amended during the mid-term review of the current multiannual financial framework (MFF) in order to create a NEB mission, and to set up a NEB programme by the next MFF with a budget of its own. It also calls on the Commission to ensure that the NEB complements other EU policies, programmes and initiatives, including cohesion policy. The Parliament further calls for clearly defined principles and criteria for the selection and evaluation of NEB projects and supports the creation of an NEB label that can be used for assessing the quality of a project. Broadening the reach of the NEB, both within the EU and beyond EU Member States, is another request addressed in the resolution. The Parliament also urges the Commission and the Member States to improve the coordination between all levels of governance. The resolution highlights the cultural and creative dimension of the NEB and emphasises that the NEB must primarily focus on improving the quality of people’s lives while being accessible, transparent, affordable, socially and geographically fair and inclusive. It also welcomes the creation of the NEB Festival, the annual NEB Prizes as well as the NEB Lab. The Commission welcomes all the above comments made by the European Parliament.
6. Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission: 
Paragraph 6: As indicated by the European Parliament, the New European Bauhaus is of particular importance to those groups and individuals who are the most vulnerable, at risk of exclusion or poverty or experiencing homelessness. In addition, the New European Bauhaus calls for ensuring accessibility for persons with disabilities. The NEB also explicitly supports strong community ties and encourages intergenerational solidarity. The social economy has a key role to play in the transition towards more sustainable, inclusive living spaces, bringing new approaches and solutions attuned with the needs of local communities and vulnerable people. Following-up on the 2021 action plan for the social economy, the Commission is currently preparing measures to harness the potential of the social economy.
This commitment is also reflected in the actions and calls designed by the New European Bauhaus. Beneficiaries of recent New European Bauhaus calls include, for instance, a) innovative housing project for vulnerable residents designed for people with early-onset dementia, stroke-related disabilities, and somatic symptom disorder (De Korenbloem, Belgium, call: New European Bauhaus Prizes 2022), b) the sustainable transformation of a Roma settlement to integrate it with the rest of the city (City of Kutina, Croatia, call: Support to New European Bauhaus Local Initiatives 2022), c) a project aiming to enhance mobility within seniors’ networks, improving their physical and mental health, as well as fostering social inclusion (Elderly on Track, Spain, call for proposals by EIT Community NEB for Citizen Engagement Activities 2022).
Paragraph 8: The Commission agrees with the Parliament's call to extend the scope of the NEB beyond the borders of the EU. Some of the initiatives of the NEB, such as the call for projects for the transformation of learning spaces or all NEB topics funded under Horizon Europe, are open to participation to non-EU entities (if the country in question is associated to Horizon Europe). Several projects developed in Turkey, Ukraine or Mexico have joined the initiative. Entities from outside the EU are also already eligible to become official Partners or Friends of the initiative. The NEB community already counts members from, for example, the Western Balkans, Turkey, Ukraine, Sri Lanka, Norway, the United Kingdom and the United States. In a next step, the geographical scope of the 2023 edition of the NEB Prizes will be expanded to cover the Western Balkans as well.
The New European Bauhaus High Level Roundtable has recently recruited three new members, all coming from Africa: Francis Kéré, internationally renowned architect, 2022 Pritzker prize laureate, Burkina Faso /Germany, Hilda Flavia Nakabuye, climate, gender and environmental rights activist, public speaker, writer, Uganda, and Emeka Ogboh, artist and music producer, Nigeria. This also shows our commitment to invest more in the global dimension of NEB.
In the face of the emergency situation in Ukraine, the New European Bauhaus - with the help of local experts, including urban planners and architects from Ukraine – is developing an analysis of emergency housing needs for refugees and displaced persons in Ukraine and the EU. The package also involves the development of technical solutions and sustainable designs in preparation for the post-war reconstruction of Ukraine to help capacity building in public authorities. The Commission would like to highlight that the actions in support of Ukraine under NEB are part of a wider ecosystem of initiatives put in place by the Commission.
A dedicated Rebuilding Ukraine NEBlab page on the website has been published online.
Paragraphs 9 and 11: The Commission agrees that the New European Bauhaus needs to reach interested parties and local communities everywhere in the EU and that coordination between all levels of governance should be improved.
The NEB is supporting communication measures and activities in a variety of contexts to ensure a wide reach. Communication activities closer to citizens and local communities are initiated together with the Official Partners (non-profit entities) and Friends (businesses and public authorities) of the New European Bauhaus. That also happened in the framework of the 2022 Festival – Fair, Forum and Fest – with numerous side-events and workshops throughout the year, beyond the days of the Festival (9-12 June). Moreover, the award criteria for the 2022 and 2023 editions for the New European Bauhaus Prizes also take into account diversity of contexts (rural/urban, small scale/bigger scale projects).
To further increase the reach of the initiative in the EU countries, the Commission has established a network of national contact points in all Member States, which meet regularly and coordinate the implementation efforts of the initiative at national level.
Regular community sessions are also organised to bring all actors together and create synergies. The Commission is in constant dialogue with the European Parliament and other institutions as regards the NEB initiative.
The Commission actively supports peer-learning programmes for local and regional policymakers to exchange knowledge and create synergies among key European policy initiatives. The peer-to-peer exchange tool (TAIEX-REGIO Peer 2 Peer) addresses authorities managing and implementing cohesion policy in the Member States. It provides further support and facilitates knowledge sharing and networking among Member States’ managing authorities and beneficiaries implementing NEB. Moreover, Interreg Europe, a programme aimed at policymakers to improve regional development policies (including Investment for jobs and growth goal programmes) through exchange of experience also contributes to the New European Bauhaus by promoting the NEB to the Interreg Europe Community, supporting projects in areas relevant to the NEB and organizing dedicated Policy Learning Platform activities.
EU cohesion policy will also play a crucial role in reflecting the core values of the New European Bauhaus in the investments co-funded by the EU at the local level. Cohesion policy objectives ‘Europe Closer to Citizens by fostering the sustainable and integrated development of urban, rural and coastal areas and local initiatives” and ‘A greener, low‑carbon transitioning towards a net zero carbon economy’ are of particular relevance in this context. The Commission is actively encouraging managing authorities at the national and regional levels to mainstream the New European Bauhaus into partnership agreements and particular programmes, which will invest EU funds in these policy objectives.
So far, 24 Member States have integrated NEB in their partnership agreements.
Paragraph 12 and 14: Please refer to the Commission’s replies to paragraphs 15, 16 as well as 21 for information on support offered by NEB through technical assistance (Support to New European Bauhaus Local Initiatives; CrAFt – Creating Actionable Futures).
The Commission acknowledges the need to develop specific criteria for the sectors concerned and to clarify the general criteria for selecting and evaluating NEB projects and initiatives. In this context, the Commission would like to highlight the NEB Compass which will form the basis for evaluating New European Bauhaus projects. The Compass is to help define the core values of the NEB: sustainable, beautiful, together with three ambition levels. It will also provide a tangible, genuinely participatory and transdisciplinary guidance framework for (decision)-makers wishing to apply the philosophy of the New European Bauhaus in their project(s). For more ample information on the NEB labelling strategy please also refer to the Commission’s reply to paragraphs 36 and 38.
Paragraph 13: The Commission acknowledges the need to pursue synergies with EU legislation and EU programmes to ensure diversity of entry points and perspectives and to better integrate the NEB concept into the work and institutional framework of the Union as a whole. The Commission is using New European Bauhaus values for its revision of EU Green Public Procurement criteria for office buildings, together with the Renovation Wave, and also building upon the European framework for sustainable buildings - LEVEL(s). Also in this regard, the Horizon Europe topics of the destination on efficient, sustainable and inclusive energy use (Cluster 5, Destination 4, on buildings) integrate the core values of NEB, which are also present in the Built4People co-programmed partnership’s vision and mission. Please also refer to the Commission’s reply to paragraphs 15 and 16.
In the context of ensuring that existing regulatory framework is supportive of NEB ambitions, the Commission also points to the survey on regulatory analysis, which is one of the first projects taken on by the NEB Lab as part of its Commission-led agenda. The project carries out an analysis how the regulatory framework at European, national and also regional or local level can support the development of the New European Bauhaus projects conforming to the New European Bauhaus values. The preliminary results of a pilot project focussing on regulatory barriers and opportunities in the built environment and construction ecosystem will be made available in the beginning of 2023.
Paragraphs 15 and 16: The Commission takes note of the European Parliament’s call to make the NEB a new stand-alone EU programme by the next MFF. So far, the New European Bauhaus has built on the mobilisation of budget from various EU programmes. This will remain necessary also in the future to reach the different communities that are invited to join the NEB and to ensure that all dimensions relevant to the NEB receive targeted support. 
For instance, in terms of research and innovation in NEB projects Horizon Europe is an important source of funding, with EUR 44 million dedicated to NEB projects in the 2021-2022, and likely to increase to more than EUR 100 million for the next two years.
The Commission underlines that cohesion policy empowers the local and territorial authorities to address urban and territorial challenges through sustainable development strategies, taking a place-based approach in a globalised context. In the 2021-2027 period, cohesion policy will continue to invest in sustainable urban development and strengthen capabilities of public authorities to make European regions, cities smarter, greener, connected, social and closer to us all. Concretely, the Commission designed specific elements to raise awareness of the relevance of supporting the NEB throughout the programming dialogue with Member State. This is done at two levels: 1. Partnership Agreements, encouraging NEB mainstreaming through cohesion policy in a particular country, and 2. programmes, formulating concrete commitments to promote and integrate the NEB in the relevant regional and thematic area of investments. Within the Partnership Agreements received at this stage (both adopted and submitted), 24 Member States included a reference to the NEB, out of which 20 Member States have officially adopted Partnership Agreements with a reference to the NEB. In particular cohesion policy programmes, 
The Commission also urges Member States to integrate NEB projects support under mainstream cohesion policy programmes, under which Community-Led Local Development approaches are particularly suitable for bottom-up, citizen-led initiatives. The Commission, together with the European Investment Bank (EIB), has also developed a model of a financial instrument, the so-called New European Bauhaus territorial development model. It can be used by Member States under the new cohesion policy programmes 2021-2027 with no specific financial allocation (the amount depends on the contributions decided by the Member States and on how the instrument will be integrated into their operational programme). This financial instrument can also address projects developed particularly by local and regional authorities.
In addition, on 30 March 2022, the Commission launched the call “Support to New European Bauhaus Local Initiatives” for the incubation of around 20 NEB projects in municipalities with less than 100 000 inhabitants with cohesion policy funding. On 15 July 2022, the Commission announced the 20 winners of the call. 87 proposals from 18 different Member States had been submitted and winners come from 15 Member States (Bulgaria, Denmark, Croatia, Cyprus, Greece, Finland, France, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Spain and Sweden). The municipalities receive technical assistance, tailor made and adapted to the specific needs and bottlenecks identified by the transdisciplinary expert team on the ground. The knowledge and lessons learned during this process will feed into a tool box to be provided in 2023 and aimed at other municipalities, as well as the wider public interested in developing new or replicating existing NEB projects.
On 29 August 2022, the Commission launched the European Urban Initiative (EUI), a new instrument aimed at providing more coherent and complete services to urban areas. As part of this support, the EUI will fund the testing of scalable and transferable innovative solutions to urban challenges of EU relevance. A first EUI call for innovative actions of EUR 50 million was published on 11 October 2022, targeting innovative projects focusing on the NEB.
The Commission also actively encourages managing authorities at the national and regional levels to mainstream the NEB into particular programmes, which will invest EU funds in cohesion policy objectives 2‘A greener, low carbon transitioning towards a net zero carbon economy’, 4. ‘A more social and inclusive Europe’ and 5 ‘Europe closer to citizens’.
Under Digital Europe, a project has been launched for digital ecosystem for the NEB initiative. digiNEB.eu fosters digital solutions that will boost the growing NEB movement. It bridges the digital and NEB communities and raises awareness around EU digital solutions for all NEB stakeholders, establishing a pan-European digital ecosystem. Involving participants from Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden and Belgium.
As far as programmes more specifically related to culture and education are concerned, the Commission recalls that the New European Bauhaus does not in any way weaken the budgets of Creative Europe, Erasmus+, or European Solidarity Corps. On the contrary, the references and activities related to the NEB and integrated in these programmes give them a new dimension.
Paragraph 17: The Commission acknowledges that the New European Bauhaus would benefit from ethical public and private investment, including crowdfunding. Via the New European Bauhaus NEB Lab, the Commission explores innovative funding solutions and modalities to mobilise private funding for New European Bauhaus activities for which traditional EU, or other, instruments and expertise are insufficient or inappropriate. The New European Bauhaus also contributes to the creation of spaces and buildings that facilitate entrepreneurship, especially via the EIT Community NEB of the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT). For more details, please refer to the Commission’s reply to paragraph 25.
Paragraph 18: The Commission is committed to sharing knowledge, findings and lessons learned from the first stages of implementation of NEB projects. The Commission confirms that the first monitoring report will be made available to the Parliament at the end of 2022.
Paragraph 21: The Commission agrees that innovative solutions are needed for the development of sustainable urban areas. The Horizon Europe Mission for “100 climate-neutral and smart cities by 2030” has started, a flagship Mission to drastically reduce the emission of greenhouse gasses in European cities. The European Mission works with 100 EU cities, from each member state, and with 12 cities from countries associated to Horizon Europe.  Under the guidance of the NetZeroCities Mission Platform, these 112 Mission Cities will take action to become climate-neutral by 2030, thus paving the way for all cities to become climate-neutral by 2050. In the process, the cities will experiment and innovate with various pathways to climate neutrality, among them the New European Bauhaus. The successful deployment of the New European Bauhaus under the Cities Mission will require an effective learning and sharing from innovative and emblematic projects. This is why on 4 May 2022 the Commission announced five NEB lighthouse projects, with a total budget of EUR 25 million, to create more sustainable, inclusive and beautiful spaces in locations across 12 member states. On 27 September, the Commission announced the availability of funding for a sixth project. In addition, the CRAFT (CReating Actionable FuTures) platform under the Cities Mission, benefiting from EUR 2 million in EU funding, will guide this cohort of first-generation NEB Lighthouses and pave the way for the next wave of NEB emblematic projects. On 29 September 2022, CRAFT announced the 60 cities (from 25 countries) that will join CrAFt to jointly shape the transition toward climate-neutrality and inclusive cities by 2030.
The Commission acknowledges the role of proximity economy consisting of local and short value chains, local production and consumption, human-centric city models and social economy business models. One characteristic vision for the proximity economy is the ‘15-minute city’, where everything a citizen needs is within a 15-minute walk or bike ride. The Intelligent Cities Challenge initiative, implemented by the Commission, supports 136 cities as proximity economy hubs, leading a green and digital recovery and social resilience, leveraging cutting edge technologies. It sets clear direction on industrial development that is environmentally sustainable, socially just and knowledge-intensive. Under the initiative, cities benefit from strategic guidance towards sustainable and inclusive local development, and capacity-building tools (i.e. Blueprint for Local Green Deals, the Cities Guide for up- and reskilling, and the Renovation wave in Practice booklet) while contributing to the NEB objectives.
Paragraph 23: The Commission is advocating for giving the topic of social, affordable, and sustainable housing more visibility. Affordability is a key element of housing, especially in times of economic instability, rising inflation, climate urgency but also energy and housing crisis in Europe. Affordability of housing is of paramount importance with regard to construction and renovation (e.g. materials) but must also be ensured in view of the social inclusiveness dimension it encompasses.” With the New European Bauhaus, the Commission is contributing to meeting this challenge. “Prioritising the places and people that need it the most” is one of the thematic axes that the implementation of the NEB will follow in the coming years. As a flagship of the NEB, the Affordable Housing Initiative (AHI) aims at delivering on the objectives of the Green Deal and the Renovation Wave by putting people and innovation at the centre. The two first NEB calls dedicated to social and affordable housing renovation and construction were launched in 2021. Ongoing projects supported under the Single Market Program and Horizon Europe (EUR 10 million call for proposals) follow an integrated and smart neighbourhood approach, which for instance enables to consider economic regeneration, architecture and green infrastructure together. These projects will demonstrate renovation pilots in the sense of “lighthouse districts” as announced by AHI providing blueprints for replication, setting liveability and latest technological and social innovations at the forefront. Using a multi-actor approach, the projects will mobilise cross-sectoral industrial partnerships at local level to develop, adapt, design new processes, methods and technologies (e.g. energy efficiency, circular materials, modular building, smart living, eco-design, assistive domotics) for renovation of dwellings at district level.
Paragraphs 24 and 25: Sustainability skills will be instrumental in helping people of all ages understand the ecological boundaries of the planet, understanding the connections between the environment, our economy and society and their links to culture and aesthetics. In this context, the Commission would like to point to several actions in the field of education and youth policy.
The Erasmus+ general call for 2022 encourages both the higher education and vocational education and training sectors to come forward with Alliances for innovation that contribute to the New European Bauhaus initiative and infuse innovative, creative and sustainable approaches in education.
On 25 October 2022, the 2022 European Innovative Teaching Award (EITA) will be awarded. The thematic area chosen for this year’s edition of the Award is linked to the New European Bauhaus: “Learning together, promoting creativity and sustainability”. The eTwinning 2022 annual theme is ‘Our future: beautiful, sustainable, together. Schools and the New European Bauhaus: Imagining a creative learning environment in green and inclusive schools.’ Teachers and school staff are invited to reflect with their pupils on their vision of the ideal school (beautiful, sustainable, together).
As one of the projects under the NEB Lab, the Commission launched a call on Transformation of Places of Learning that connects initiatives making a difference in where and how people learn across Europe and beyond - from classrooms to streets, playgrounds, and libraries. The call, which was launched together with the Education for Climate Coalition and remains open until the end of 2022, has mobilized 94 participants to date, including from Mexico, Turkey and Ukraine.
Further, in 2021, the European Institute of Technology (EIT) released two online educational courses, targeting the general public as well as public authorities. Four additional short online courses on the thematic axes of the NEB are in preparation and will be released by the EIT Community NEB in the last quarter of 2022. On 5 April 2022, the EIT Community Booster 2021 announced 20 selected New European Bauhaus Ventures. Chosen amidst a large pool of 1029 applications, these highly innovative European start-ups and scale-ups will receive business growth and support services worth EUR 50 000 each. The launch of the 2022 EIT Community Booster- Scaling Up New European Bauhaus Ventures call is planned for October-November 2022. On 20 July 2022, the EIT Community announced 18 New European Bauhaus Citizen Engagement projects from across 14 countries selected to address local challenges and promote co-designed solutions.
In June 2022, the EIT Community selected 6 hosts for the first ever NEB dedicated hackathons (Copenhagen, Turin, Vienna, Vitoria, Warsaw and Zagreb). The hackathons took place from 20 September to 21 October 2022 and aim at promoting understanding and use of the NEB values and principles in creating innovative solutions for key NEB challenges locally identified. All teams participating are eligible for the NEB Hackathon Winners Contest. The winners are provided an opportunity of using MakerSpaces for testing, prototyping and validating the solutions and ideas with the end-user social group. On this year’s occasion there is also a special additional prize within the NEB Hackathon Winners contest titled “NEB for Peace”, which aims at identifying NEB ideas or solutions for the Ukraine crisis. The best idea will be granted EUR 3,000. The MakerSpaces are testing, prototyping and validating in 2022 five solutions and ideas identified from the NEB Ideation Awards Winners and Citizen Engagement activities developed in 2021.
The Erasmus+ annual work programme for 2023 includes the NEB initiative within the priority ‘Green’, one of the four overall priorities of Erasmus+; this means that all programme projects across all the sectors covered are encouraged to include this aspect in their projects. Under some actions of the programme where it has been seen as particularly relevant, the link is even more explicitly made: this is the case of Centres of Vocational Excellence (VET projects bringing together local/ regional partners from various countries developing a set of activities aiming at creating skills ecosystems) 
This year, DiscoverEU (the Erasmus+ initiative where youngsters of 18-19 can get a free travel pass to travel through Europe) has NEB as its annual theme: next to the already existing Green Route and Cultural route, 18-year-old-residents of the EU will also be able to follow a NEB route. The route will stay open also beyond 2022 and consists of 9 sub-routes that together touch each member state and go from the bigger capitals to small remote areas and islands – as long as they are reachable by train. Where possible, recent NEB prize winners and demonstrators have been included into the travel itinerary.
Paragraph 28: In the context of facilitating the digital transition, the Commission would like to point to the project digiNEB.eu under Digital Europe which will develop digital ecosystem for the New European Bauhaus initiative. digiNEB.eu fosters digital solutions that will boost the growing New European Bauhaus movement. It bridges the digital and NEB communities and raises awareness around EU digital solutions for all NEB stakeholders, establishing a pan-European digital ecosystem, involving participants from Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden and Belgium.
Paragraph 32: The Commission also shares Parliament's view on the importance of protecting Europe's rich cultural heritage, notably against the effects of climate change. Please refer to the Commission’s reply to paragraphs 24 and 25 for information on for peer learning activities on high quality architecture and the built environment. 
Paragraph 34: The Commission, through the development of “Level(s)”, introduced a voluntary reporting framework to improve sustainability of buildings. The primary objective of Level(s) is to help construction and real estate stakeholders to reduce the environmental impacts of the buildings they invest in, design, build and occupy, by providing them with a reporting framework that links the building’s individual performance with European policy objectives. Its indicators are now being used to underpin the inclusion of lifecycle thinking and circularity in a range of policy initiatives and pieces of legislation, such as the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive and Sustainable Finance. Level(s) thus provides a solid basis on which to assess important aspects of the New European Bauhaus concept at building level. It moreover provides an important bridge between NEB and building policy, on relevant criteria.
Paragraph 35: Environmental sustainability is one of the three values of the New European Bauhaus, and it is part of the initiative’s strategy to better connect the European Green Deal to our daily lives and living spaces. Level(s) complements this agenda by equipping allies of the New European Bauhaus in the building sector to identify measures to improve the sustainability of Europe’s buildings at every life cycle stage. By adopting the Level(s) framework of macro objectives and indicators to assess and monitor the sustainability performance of buildings, practitioners in the building sector can already contribute to the following aspects of the New European Bauhaus vision for sustainable living spaces: achievement of EU climate goals, moving towards a circular economy, healthy and comfortable living spaces.
Paragraphs 36 and 38: One of the projects of the NEB Lab, led by the Commission, is focused on the development of tools to characterise and recognise what makes a concrete initiative a "New European Bauhaus" initiative. This "labelling strategy" is carried out in the framework of the Preparatory Action on the 'NEB Knowledge Management Platform'. It includes projects at two complementary levels:
The first is a NEB Compass developed to guide project owners and to define more precisely the values (sustainability, aesthetics/quality of experience, and inclusion) and principles (transdisciplinary approach, multi-scale engagement, and participatory processes) of NEB. A first version of the tool has been developed by the Commission and will be published by the end of 2022, in the form of a guide presenting and defining the New European Bauhaus values and principles. These definitions take into account not only the recent literature on each of the 6 concepts, but also their use in other EU programmes, publications and commitments such as (among others) the Open Methods of Coordination (OMC) Report, the Davos Declaration, or the many pillars of the European Green Pact, notably the Renovation Wave. The list of characteristics will be complemented by concrete examples, guiding principles, and assessment tools. The NEB Compass also aims to facilitate the development of public policies and financing initiatives related to NEB, both at EU level and in the Member States.
The second part is a series of more specific evaluation frameworks, developed to answer questions related to different types of projects in defined sectors such as construction or textile design. This second part will enter the development phase in early 2023. The first framework will be dedicated to the built environment. It will take into account existing standards and assessment models such as Level(s), combined with clear guidelines around the three joint values of the New European Bauhaus.
Paragraphs 37 and 39: The Commission shares the opinion of the Parliament that local and regional authorities should be encouraged to play a central role in the initiative. Appropriate funding, as well as flexibility, taking into account the differences between rural areas and cities is addressed within the various funding programmes, which the Commission mobilises to address the NEB within the programme policy area. Please refer to the Commission’s reply to paragraphs 9, 11, 15 and 16 for further details on these programmes.
Paragraph 40: The Commission recognises that the cultural and creatives sectors are powerful drivers for the kind of transformative change aimed for by the New European Bauhaus. The upcoming launch of the EIT Culture & Creativity, EIT’s newest Knowledge and Innovation Community (KIC) has the potential to create genuine synergy with other EU programmes and initiatives in this field, notably the Creative Europe programme and the New European Bauhaus. The KIC can be complemented by the work already underway as part of the Horizon Europe Cluster 2 topic on shaping a greener and fairer way of life in creative and inclusive societies through architecture, design and arts.
The important cultural dimension of sustainable development is presented in the Council Work Plan for Culture 2019-2022 and the New European Agenda for Culture. In this context a working group of member states was launched at the beginning of 2021, to work on the interplay between culture and the Sustainable Development Goals. The recently published report titled “Stormy Times: Humans and Nature. Cultural courage for change” shows potential consequences of the underused cultural power. The recommendations of the Group are designed around 11 messages for and from Europe, which aim to convey the idea that reversing the trend of the underused power of culture is the cultural courage for change needed to move forward towards the transformational pathways that can make sustainability real and long-term.
Paragraph 41: The Commission appreciates the Parliament’s intention to actively engage with the New European Bauhaus initiative and it welcomes the Parliament's willingness to be involved with the various NEB projects. The Commission is open to further exchanges that would enrich the reflection on the initiative.
Paragraph 42: As a project-based structure where teams self-organise to achieve tangible change in a specific place or context, the NEB Lab is at the core of the New European Bauhaus community. The NEB Lab currently materialises in five Commission-led and three Community-led projects. One of the projects led by the Commission explores innovative funding solutions to mobilise private funding for New European Bauhaus activities. In cooperation with external experts the project explores pilot models of pooling private and public resources and directing them where they are most needed. Another project (call on transformation of places of learning) reaches out to stakeholders involved in education, training, informal learning or youth projects in Europe and beyond, to build a collaborative network and make places of learning that are aligned with the New European Bauhaus values more visible. For further details on how the NEB Lab contributes to the focus areas of the NEB, please refer to the Commission’s replies to paragraphs 13, 17, 24, 25, 36 and 38. The roll-out of the NEB Lab is ongoing, several new Community-led projects have made a bid to become part of the NEB Lab, among others a project to help face of the emergency situation in Ukraine. Analysis of the proposals is ongoing, the new projects will be joining the Lab before the end of the year.
Paragraphs 43 and 44: The Commission appreciates the support of the Parliament for the NEB Awards and the NEB Festival. The Commission underlines that the first NEB Festival had a considerable overall reach of 200.000 people. The Commission also notes the Parliament’s proposal for the creation of a European Year of the NEB.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Paragraph 45: The Commission has well taken note of the Parliament’s suggestion to create a database of NEB projects and is currently assessing its feasibility.
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