Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on improving EU regulations on wild and exotic animals to be kept as pets in the European Union through an EU positive list
1. Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 227(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure 
2. Reference numbers:  2022/2809 (RSP) / B9-0489 / 2022_P9_TA(2022)0425
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 24 November 2022
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Petitions (PETI) 
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it: 
In its resolution, the European Parliament stresses that the trade in exotic animals can pose a danger not only to animal welfare, but also to human health owing to the possibility of zoonoses, as well as leading to biodiversity decline, both in the habitat from which the species originates and in the ecosystems of the Union. The resolution calls on the Commission to carry out an “impact assessment of the added value and feasibility of establishing such a list, using a science-based set of criteria to determine which species are suitable as pets and including a careful analysis of various criteria already used in national positive lists in order to establish the most effective ones which could possibly be adopted in an EU-wide positive list based on the Member States’ best practices, existing experiences and lessons learnt”. 
6. Response to the requests and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission: 
The Commission recognises that the fight against wildlife trafficking is a crucial part of efforts to halt biodiversity loss. As highlighted by the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, sustainable use of wildlife is essential to meet the needs of present and future generations. The sustainable use of wildlife can help stop the emergence of new pandemics, provide sustained livelihoods for local and indigenous people, and contribute to restoring and maintaining biodiversity. The Commission is also aware of the challenges that pet trade can pose to health and wellbeing of both the animals and their owners as well as the potential impacts on native ecosystems. A large number of rules are in place in the EU to address these concerns, based on the relevant legal bases and taking into account the international obligations and standards. In addition, some Member States chose to adopt positive lists on trade and keeping of exotic animals.
As a result of the stakeholders consultations and at the request of the European Parliament (resolution of 5 October 2022 on the EU strategic objectives for the19th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), to be held in Panama from 14 to 25 November 2022 (2022/2681 (RSP)), the Commission has committed in the revised EU Action Plan against Wildlife Trafficking (COM/2022/581), adopted on 9 November 2022, to examine the feasibility and added value of tightening EU regulations which govern wildlife trade, including through a positive list of species which can be traded and kept as pets. The idea needs to be carefully analysed, as also pointed out by the European Parliament, as it is a complex issue, cutting across animal welfare, human and animal health, trade and other concerns, with potential implications for all of these areas. When conducting this study, the Commission will take into account the CITES and WTO rules, as well public and animal health rules in place in the EU to prevent the incursion and spread of animal diseases and zoonoses through the movement of live animals, including wild animals. In particular, Regulation (EU) 2016/429 (Animal Health Law) provides for a flexible but robust EU legal framework, which allows for a more systematic One Health approach and rapid and proportionate reaction to existing or emerging health problems in or arising from animals. In addition, pet animals are defined in Regulation (EU) No 576/2013 and their movement is governed by the rules laid down in that regulation exclusively for non-commercial purposes. The rules under the EU Habitat’s Directive and Regulation (EU) 1143/2014 on Invasive Alien Species (IAS Regulation) will also be considered. Finally, the Commission will also take into account the experience from those Member States that have established such lists at the national level.
