[bookmark: GEORGIA]Follow-up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on the implementation of the EU Association Agreement with Georgia
1. Rapporteur:  Sven MIKSER (S&D / EE)
2. Reference number: 2021/2236 (INI) / A9-/0274/2022 / P9_TA(2022)-0442 
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 14 December 2022
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
5. Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it: 
The annual implementing resolution on the EU Association Agreement with Georgia welcomes, recognises and underlines in the most part the same issues and aspects emphasised by the European Commission and underlines also the Commission’s requests to Georgia where reforms are necessary.
The resolution welcomes the decision of the European Council to grant the European perspective to Georgia and calls on Georgia to take advantage of this historic opportunity and further advance on its European path. Particularly, the resolution encourages Georgia to address the 12 priorities of the European Commission Opinion, respect the principles embedded in the 19 April 2021 agreement and to continue “enhanced cooperation” with Ukraine and Moldova.
In addition, the resolution highlights the support for Georgia’s territorial integrity, calls for increasing cooperation on security and defence, encourages Georgia to implement the Venice Commission recommendations in the areas of judicial reform and regrets the recent life-time appointments of the judges of the Supreme Court. The resolution asks Georgia to undertake further steps to uphold human rights, including the rights of women, minorities and LGBTIQ+ persons and to stop perceived political persecution through criminal cases. The resolution highlights the positive economic performance of Georgia and encourages greater trade with the EU, as well as further support to small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) under the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA). The resolution also calls for greater connectivity (transport, digital and energy), green initiatives and Georgia’s integration in EU programmes and activities.
6. Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission and the European External Action Service: 
The Commission presented its opinions on the applications for EU membership by Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia on 17 June 2022. It recommended to the Council to confirm the European perspective of the three countries (paragraphs 1 and 2). Moreover, regarding Georgia, it recommended that the country be granted candidate status once the 12 priorities have been addressed (paragraphs 1, 11, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 22, 23, 30, 32, 33 and 53). On 23 June, the European Council endorsed the Commission’s recommendations. On 2 February the Commission presented its assessment on the ability of Georgia to assume the obligations of membership (EU acquis criteria). As from 2023, the Commission will report on Georgia’s EU integration path, including on the fulfilment of the priorities specified in the Commission’s Opinion, as part of the regular enlargement package. At the same time, cooperation will continue under the EU-Georgia Association Agreement, which includes a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (paragraphs 11, 36, 37 and 38). Discussions at technical level between the Commission and Georgia have started with a view to finding possible arrangements for lowering roaming charges between Georgia and the EU (paragraph 49).
The European Commission will provide Georgia with policy-advice including via twinning, Technical Assistance and Information Exchange (TAIEX), peer review teams with EU Member States’ experts and other forms of support for Georgia to advance on its European path (paragraphs 39, 43 and 45). At the same time, Georgia is working on the implementation of the 12 recommendations of the European Commission’s Opinion with the aim to be granted candidate status.
The EU firmly supports Georgia’s sovereignty and territorial integrity within its internationally recognised borders, and will continue to pursue its engagement for peaceful conflict resolution in Georgia, including through the work of the EU Special Representative for the South Caucasus and the Crisis in Georgia, the EU Monitoring Mission and the programmes implemented in cooperation with other actors such as the United Nations (paragraphs 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10).
EU-Georgia cooperation on security and defence has increased. Georgia is contributing to EU common security and defence policy (CSDP) missions and has recently established contacts with relevant EU agencies (European Defence Agency (EDA) and European Union Agency for Cybersecurity (ENISA)). As part of efforts to strengthen Georgia’s resilience, the EU contributes to addressing hybrid threats, to fight disinformation and strengthen cyber security. Support through the European Peace Facility aims to modernise Georgia’s defence forces (paragraph 10).
The EU will continue to assist relevant Georgian authorities in addressing pro-Kremlin information manipulation and interference, as well as its consequences, including the polarization of the society and the political landscape. Continuous efforts will be needed in order to increase Georgian society’s resilience against such pro-Kremlin disinformation campaigns and attempts by Russia and its disinformation outlets (paragraphs 11 and 12).
The European Commission provides bilateral grant programmes of an indicative amount of EUR 85 million per year. It also fosters connectivity, transport and economic modernisation through its Flagships under the Economic and Investment Plan. As examples the European Commission has specific programmes to foster the economy, ensure SME’s participation and growth, promote institutions and democratic reform as well as to ensure environment and climate resilience, digital transformation and a fair and inclusive society, which help Georgia to integrate with the European Union economy and standards. Examples of support include the Economic and Business Development programme that has allocated over EUR 47,5 million since 2017 or the EU4Security, Accountability, and Fight against Crime in Georgia (SAFE) that has allocated over EUR 26.9 million, the EU Green Connectivity Programme for Georgia that has allocated EUR 19,5 million in the last years, the EU for Integrated Territorial Development that has allocated EUR 54 million since 2019 or the Civil Society Facility that has allocated over 5.5 million. The latter programme in particular aims to foster depolarisation, promote Civil Society monitoring and increase citizens’ engagement in the public life (paragraphs 36, 37, 38, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 47, 51 and 52).
Regarding the request to examine closely all allegations of Georgia circumventing sanctions against Russia, the Commission and the Member States are already engaged in monitoring such allegations and will act should such allegations be confirmed (paragraph 5).
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