Follow-up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on the implementation of the school scheme for fruit, vegetables, milk and milk products under the Common Market Organisation Regulation
1. Rapporteur: Carmen AVRAM (S&D / RO)
2. Reference number: 2021/2205 (INI) / A9-0096/2023 / P9_TA(2023)0135
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 9 May 2023
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it: 
[bookmark: _Hlk138316321]The European Parliament in its resolution presents conclusions and recommendations on the budget, educational measures, scope, administrative process, monitoring, evaluation and communication of the aid scheme for the supply of fruit and vegetable and milk and milk products (EU school scheme). The European Parliament considers that the amount of EU funding is insufficient and not fully used due to bureaucratic procedures. It calls for increasing the total budget, allocating additional funding for the procurement of alternative diversified products within the scope of the scheme and assessing synergies with other initiatives and funding sources in order to reach a higher number of children, in line with the European Child Guarantee objectives. It acknowledges the importance of educational measures, uptake of digital tools and digital learning materials, while asking for better involvement of teachers and other school staff as well as to ensure that at least 10 % of the funding is earmarked for educational measures. The European Parliament emphasises the need to avoid food waste and to guarantee a minimum quality level of unprocessed products, locally produced, originated in the EU, with a minimum share of organic products, while products containing added sugars, fats, salt or sweeteners should be limited within the scheme. It invites the Commission to consider reviewing the target groups and suggests giving additional attention to secondary schools. The European Parliament calls on the Commission to provide more guidance and exchange of good practices for educational measures, particularly by establishing a forum to encourage Member States to share best practices. It urges the Commission and Member States to reduce the administrative burden of implementing the scheme and proposes streamlining the management, control, monitoring and evaluation requirements. It also calls on the Commission to establish a method for collecting complete, harmonised and comparable data, to explore the possibility of introducing common indicators to serve as a basis for evaluating the implementation as well as to develop an enhanced communication and publicity strategy and to place greater focus on communicating how products under the scheme are produced and distributed.
6. Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission: 
The EU school scheme is under review, which started with work on the impact assessment in April 2021 and should result in legal proposals by the end of the 2023. The evaluation of the scheme, running in parallel to the review in a ‘back to back’ format, is supported by two evaluation reports carried out in 2022-23 covering different elements of the scheme and supplemented by Member States’ evaluation reports submitted in March 2023. The review of the EU school scheme was brought forward by the Farm to Fork Strategy, including it in its action plan to increase the scheme’s contribution to sustainable food consumption, to refocus the scheme on healthy and sustainable food, and strengthen educational messages on the importance of healthy nutrition, sustainable food production and reducing food waste. In addition, the review considers the scope for simplification of the EU school scheme.
Based on preliminary results of the evaluation, the following elements have been identified to be considered in the review: scope of eligible products (paragraph 4) and the possibility of eligibility criteria/conditions (paragraphs 7, 14 and 16), target groups (paragraph 19), distribution modalities (paragraph 5), scope and budget for educational measures, criteria for the allocation of the budget (paragraphs 2, 3 and 8), food waste (paragraph 9) role of public authorities/private stakeholders (paragraph 2, 12, 16) in the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation (paragraphs 29 and 30) of the scheme and room for simplification (paragraph 21).
In the framework of the "back-to-back" approach, the consultation invited stakeholders to comment on the elements that are analysed in the impact assessment, namely the identification and relevance of the present problems and future challenges, the policy options being considered in response to problems and challenges, and their likely economic, social and environmental impacts, as well as the potential for simplification. Results of an external evaluation support study were published in November 2022 and its findings/conclusions were presented in a public conference on 24 November 2022. The elements of the evaluation and impact assessment for the EU school scheme are presented and discussed with Member States, including in the relevant Agricultural Committees and other relevant steering groups including especially Member States’ health authorities (paragraph 2). The Commission will strengthen the exchanges with Member States and the Civil Society (Expert Groups and Civil Dialogue Groups) to share best practices in order to identify successful ways to streamline the implementation of the scheme (paragraph 27).
The Commission will encourage the sharing of best practices among Member States on educational measures which can cover the uptake of digital tools and digital learning materials and the use of digital tools in the management of documentation (paragraphs 10, 12, 24, 27 and 30). As contracting arrangements between the schools and their suppliers (contract duration, prices etc.) fall within Member States’ competences, the Commission will encourage the sharing of best practices among Member States in that regard as well (paragraph 23). Action to raise awareness and knowledge on sustainable public procurement of food are currently considered in the initiative for establishing a framework for a Union sustainable food system. Via this initiative, minimum mandatory criteria for sustainable public procurement could be considered that offer opportunities to small-scale producers (paragraph 22).
The Commission works closely with candidate countries and provides advice and assistance in developing policies aligned to the common agricultural policy (CAP), including on the EU school scheme. The Commission is open to exploring the possibility of candidate countries’ participation, as observers, in dedicated fora under the CAP. In the pre-accession phase, the candidate countries are encouraged to already develop national measures along the lines of the EU school scheme and the Commission together with the Member States can provide technical support in this regard (paragraphs 27 and 28).
[bookmark: _Hlk138413636][bookmark: _Hlk138401015]The Commission communicates on the EU school scheme in its social media/digital outreach as part of its external communication activities (Official webpage, Twitter account). For example, the "Food for Europe" podcast, which focuses on developments transforming EU agriculture and brings stories from all over the European territory, will in one of its upcoming episodes present how products recognised under the quality schemes are distributed within the EU school scheme. The Commission will look at the possibility to include in its communication strategy information on how products under the scheme are produced and how to make the financial contribution more recognisable, having in mind cost effectiveness of this action and the fact that Member States already have the possibility to use Union financial resources for information and publicity including measures to raise public awareness on the scheme's objectives (paragraphs 31 and 32).
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