[bookmark: Albania]Follow-up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on the 2022 Commission Report on Albania
1.	Rapporteur: Isabel SANTOS (S&D/PT)
2.	Reference number: 2022/2199 (INI) / A9-0204/2023 / P9_TA(2023)0285
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 July 2023
4.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
5.	Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it: 
Overall, the resolution adopted by the European Parliament supports Albania’s democratic transition and its accession to the EU. It mainly focuses on rule of law issues, but also covers fundamental rights and media freedom, engagement with civil society organisations as well as the environmental and energy sectors.
[bookmark: _Hlk136590421]In general, the resolution largely aligns with the positions of the Commission's 2022 Report on Albania, welcoming the start of accession negotiations with Albania as well as Albania’s steadfast commitment to EU integration and focus on EU-related reforms. It encourages the country to continue delivering on EU-related reforms, notably in the area of democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights and calls on Albania’s decision-makers to work together ‘towards meeting the membership criteria by no later than 2030’. An emphasis is also placed on the challenges and changing geopolitical environment which has triggered new momentum for enlargement.
The resolution stresses the need to strengthen constructive political dialogue and sustainable cross-party cooperation. It calls for creating conditions to conduct population census in line with EU standards and improve freedom of expression. The resolution suggests that the country should remove provisions of the draft law on fiscal and criminal amnesty and the proposed citizenship-by-investment (‘golden passport’) scheme that are incompatible with the EU’s norms and visa policy. It also calls for enhancing prevention and accountability in case of unauthorised use of personal data and accelerated alignment with the EU acquis on personal data protection, as well as strengthening property, minority rights and freedom of expression, including media freedom.
The resolution commends Albania’s good neighbourly relations and the country’s key role in promoting stability and cooperation across the region. It further calls on the authorities to pursue structural reforms and enable a sustainable recovery and inclusive growth by improving public financial management and governance, digitisation and accessibility and improving education and health services.
It calls for further actions on biodiversity, climate protection and waste management. It expresses concerns over the revision of the protected areas network map, as it might affect the country’s biodiversity, and calls for more efforts in the fields of diversification and greening of energy supply, and transport.
It encourages the Commission to speed up its cross-cutting support to bring enlargement countries in line with the EU’s policies on the economy and the single market, energy and transport, social policy, education, digitalisation, research and innovation, agriculture and rural development, justice and home affairs, civil protection, foreign affairs, and security and defence, including cybersecurity (paragraph 10).
The resolution invites the Commission services and the European External Action Service (EEAS) to improve coordination and further assist the Albanian authorities in considerably strengthening the country’s resilience against such threats by enhancing digital security, data protection and cyber-defence capabilities, in close cooperation with NATO (paragraph 33). It also invites the EEAS to proactively build up the EU’s credibility in the region and to expand StratCom monitoring to focus on cross-border disinformation threats emanating from Western Balkan countries and their neighbours (paragraph 58).
6.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
Concerning the request made in paragraph 10, the Commission will continue to support the enlargement countries in line with the EU’s policies on the economy and the single market, energy and transport, social policy, education, digitalisation, research and innovation, agriculture and rural development, justice and home affairs, civil protection, foreign affairs, and security and defence, including cybersecurity. These issues are regularly discussed in the policy dialogue with Albania, including as part the Stabilisation and Association Agreement bodies and the screening process. The Commission will continue to monitor and report on progress made in aligning with the EU acquis and European standards in these areas in the enlargement package. The Commission will continue to support Albania through its financial assistance, including the Economic and Investment Plan and the Energy Support Package. The new Growth Plan announced by President von der Leyen is yet another illustration of the Commission’s commitment to support the socio-economic convergence of the Western Balkans with the EU.
Regarding the requests made in paragraph 33, the Commission services and the EEAS will further coordinate and strategically tackle issues related to the country’s resilience against foreign interference, cyber and hybrid attacks by enhancing the country’s overall resilience, including digital security, data protection, and cyber security and defence capabilities. Together with NATO and international partners, the EU stood in solidarity with Albania following malicious cyber activities in July 2022. Making use of the EU cyber diplomacy toolbox, a Statement by the High Representative on behalf of the EU was published in this context on 8 September 2022. In the 2022 Report on Albania, the Commission encouraged national authorities to follow up on systemic vulnerabilities revealed in the context of the EU’s hybrid risk survey, conducted jointly by the EEAS and Commission services, further improving the EU assistance in this field. Building on the Tirana Declaration of December 2022, the EU has meanwhile stepped-up assistance efforts and will continue monitoring the developments in these areas, including in the Commission’s annual report on Albania.
Regarding the requests made in paragraph 58, the EEAS will continue its intensive engagement to underline the EU’s political commitment to Albania’s EU accession path and many concrete steps to support it, including through the EU Delegation in Tirana. As regards strategic communication and cross-border disinformation threats, the EEAS monitors and analyses the information environment in Albania and is engaged in awareness-raising and resilience-building actions, including local capacity building, to close the space for Foreign Information Manipulation and Interference (FIMI) in Albania. In February 2023, through the EU Delegation, the EEAS ran a public campaign raising awareness and resilience against disinformation and supported the first of its kind independent study on Russia’s state-sponsored narratives in the Albanian information system and the impact of Russia’s narratives since the start of its war of aggression against Ukraine. The EEAS will continue to support civil society and journalists to strengthen fact-based professional journalism and boost resilience against disinformation. In June, the EEAS arranged a study trip to Ukraine, including journalists from Albania, to support a new generation of war reporters to actively engage in fact-based, professional field reporting. Such resilience-building projects involving journalists and civil society activists are also expected in the coming months.
