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[bookmark: Siofa]Follow up to the European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down management, conservation and control measures applicable in the Area covered under the Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement (SIOFA)
1.	Rapporteur: João PIMENTA LOPES (The Left / PT)
2.	Reference numbers: 2022/0348 (COD) / A9-0192/2023 / P9_TA(2023)0265
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 11 July 2023
4.	Legal basis: Article 43(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
5.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)
6.	Commission's position: Maintains its position.
The Commission regrets the Parliament’s rejection of the its proposal for a Regulation laying down conservation and management measures applicable in the Area covered under the Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement (SIOFA) and its request that the Commission withdraw its proposal.
The Commission maintains its proposal, noting that the EU is required to implement SIOFA conservation and management measures in Union law. 
The Commission takes note of the view of the Parliament regarding the dynamic references to forms and templates on the SIOFA website, as indicated in the Commission proposal. The Commission remains fully committed to giving practical effect to multilingualism in the European Union. Every citizen should be able to acquaint her or himself with all rights and obligations in their respective EU language.
In the interest of finding a way forward and to facilitate the implementation of the conservation and management measures applicable in the Area covered under the SIOFA, the Commission is willing to consider and discuss with the Parliament and the Council the establishment of an EU Registry as a single point of reference for EU operators, containing all relevant forms and templates of regional fisheries management organisations (RFMOs) in their most updated version in all EU languages. This would replace dynamic references to RFMOs outside the EU with references to an EU registry where forms would be available in all official EU languages.
This solution would allow for a swift information of operators in all EU languages in case of any changes in forms or templates at RFMO level. Moreover, this approach would ensure legal clarity regarding the correct forms and templates to be used by EU fishers and avoid procedural delays, which would not only put EU fishers in a disadvantaged position, but also at risk of involuntary infringement, which in turn could lead to reputational damage for the EU.
The Commission remains ready to discuss the proposed solution further in the spirit of mutual sincere cooperation. Should a mutually agreeable solution be found, the Commission will be willing to uphold a mutually agreed solution to this file – also in all future proposals of the same nature.
