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[bookmark: NRL]Follow up to the European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on nature restoration
1.	Rapporteur: César LUENA (S&D / ES)
2.	Reference numbers: 2022/0195 (COD) / A9-0220/2023 / P9_TA(2024)0089
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 27 February 2024
4.	Legal basis: Article 192(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
5.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)
6.	Commission's position: accepts all amendments. The Commission presented the following statement:
Commission Statement on access to justice:
The EU and its Member States are parties to the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters of 25 June 1998 (the ‘Aarhus Convention’).
Member States should ensure that members of the public concerned, who have a sufficient interest or that maintain the impairment of a right in accordance with national law, have access to a review procedure before a court of law, or an independent and impartial body established by law, to challenge the substantive or procedural legality of the national restoration plans and any failures to act of the competent authorities, regardless of the role members of the public concerned have played during the process for preparing and establishing such national restoration plans. This shall be in line with the relevant case law of the Court of Justice of the European Union related to access to justice in environmental matters and in full respect of the obligations Member States have undertaken as parties to the Aarhus Convention (1).’
(1) See also Communication on ‘Improving access to justice in environmental matters in the EU and its Member States’ (COM(2020)0643)
