
Follow-up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on the Commission delegated regulation of 2 May 2023 amending Regulation (EU) 2018/848 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards detailed production rules for organic sea salt and other organic salts for food and feed
1. Rapporteur:  Norbert Lins (EPP / DE)
2. Reference number: 2023/2676 (DEA) / B9-0308/2023 / P9_TA(2023)0258
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 11 July 2023
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (COMAGRI)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The European Parliament resolution objects to the delegated regulation on detailed production rules for organic salt. The resolution is based on two main reasons: (i) it is not appropriate to have organic production rules for sea salt and other salts for food and feed because salt is a mineral and not an agricultural product and (ii) these rules are too strict and would lead to a very limited availability of organic salt, in particular of rock salt.
The first main reason mentioned in the resolution is in contradiction with the will of the co-legislators that introduced sea salt and other salt in annex I of Regulation (EU) 2018/848[footnoteRef:2]. For this reason, organic salt can already be produced since January 2022 and all salts labelled as “organic” must comply with the principles and relevant general production rules laid down in this regulation. The specific detailed organic production rules laid down in the delegated regulation would have been additional to the rules already provided in the organic regulation. [2:  	Regulation (EU) 2018/848 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 2018 of organic production and labelling of organic products and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 (OJ L 150, 14.6.2018, p. 1).] 

The second main reason, limited availability, would not have hampered the organic industry as the rules related to processing of organic food and feed in Regulation (EU) 2018/848 will continue to allow the use of non-organic salt in processed food and feed.
The delegated regulation laid down indeed specific and strict detailed organic production rules: it prohibited, in particular, certain mining techniques such as solution mining and use of explosives to obtain organic rock salt as those technologies are not in line with the objectives and principles of Regulation (EU) 2018/848. Organic salts placed on the market need to respect the objectives and principles of organic production in order to preserve the credibility of the organic logo of the European Union.
6. Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission: 
Notwithstanding the reasons mentioned in the European Parliament resolution, the Commission considers that the detailed production rules for salt delegated regulation would have guaranteed a level playing field for the salt producers and maintained consumer confidence in the EU organic logo. The Commission has worked in full transparency based on experts’ scientific advice. The delegated regulation represented the best possible compromise, respecting the will of the co-legislators as set out in Regulation (EU) 2018/848, that included salt in annex I.
The European Parliament resolution has rejected the detailed production rules for organic sea salt and other organic salts for food and feed.
In absence of a delegated act, Article 21(2) of Regulation (EU) 2018/848 applies to salt, pursuant to which organic salts operators may be certified as ‘organic’, on the basis of further detailed national production rules or private standards elaborated by certification bodies in EU or in non-EU countries and notified to the Commission, provided they respect the principles and the general production rules of the same organic regulation. 
Considering the risk that this situation might lead to non-harmonised production methods and to a wide variety of organic salts labelled as organic on the EU market, the services of the Commission will scrutinize the possible national rules to ensure, in particular, that these rules are in line with principles and general production rules of Regulation (EU) 2018/848 and will monitor closely the further development of this industry on the EU market.
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