Follow-up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on the establishment of the ethics body
1. Resolution tabled pursuant to rule 132 (2) and (4) of the European Parliament’s rules of procedure
2. Reference number: 2023/2741 (RSP) / RC-B9-0312/2023 / P9 TA(2023)0281
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 July 2023 
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: N/A
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution noted that the Commission’s proposal for the establishment of an interinstitutional ethics body is unsatisfactory, falling short of an independent ethics body as envisaged in Parliament’s resolution of 16 September 2021 and reiterated in its resolution of 16 February 2023. 
The resolution recalled that the ethics body should be:
- able to investigate on its own initiative alleged breaches of ethical rules by current or former Members and staff and to conduct on-the-spot and records-based investigations using the information that it has collected or that it has received from third parties and should have the power to request administrative documents, while respecting the immunity of Members and safeguarding the applicable procedural guarantees;
- empowered to deal with individual cases upon request from a participating institution or upon the proposal of one or more members of the body, including its independent experts;
- able to issue recommendations for sanctions to the responsible authorities of the respective participating institutions; proposes that its recommendations be made public together with the decision taken by the respective institution;
- empower to assess declarations of interest and assets from participating institutions when applicable;
As regards the composition of the body, the resolution regretted that the Commission proposed that five independent experts be involved only as observers rather than as full members. Parliament’s proposal of 2021 envisaged a nine-person body composed of independent ethics experts, instead of one member from each participating institution.
Lastly, the resolution noted that the Commission’s proposal covers members of the participating institutions but does not concern staff, who are subject to common obligations in the Staff Regulations. It called for staff of the participating institutions to be included within the scope of the ethics body’s work.
6. Response to requests and overview of actions taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
All EU institutions and bodies must meet the highest standards of transparency, independence and integrity. In her Political Guidelines for the European Commission of July 2019, President von der Leyen expressed her support to create an independent ethics body common to all EU institutions. 
The European Parliament decided in 2020 to adopt an own-initiative-report on the topic. The Commission contributed with technical information throughout the process in Parliament. Following the adoption by the European Parliament of its resolution on 16 September 2021[footnoteRef:1], the Commission sent a formal reply to Parliament on 18 February 2022. [1:  	European Parliament resolution of 16 September 2021 on strengthening transparency and integrity in the EU institutions by setting up an independent EU ethics body (2020/2133(INI)), P9_TA(2021)0396] 

Subsequently, President von der Leyen sent, in March 2022, letters to the Presidents of all other EU institutions (including the two advisory bodies mentioned in Article 13 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU) on a possible joint agreement to establish an EU Ethics Body. After receipt of the replies of all institutions in June 2022, the Commission set up a meeting with the interested institutions at technical level in September 2022. 
Based on this extensive work and on the results of the contacts with the other institutions and advisory bodies, the Commission adopted a Communication[footnoteRef:2] to the other institutions and advisory bodies listed in Article 13 of the Treaty on European Union on 8 June 2023. This Communication is entitled ‘Proposal for an interinstitutional Ethics body’. A draft agreement[footnoteRef:3] between the institutions and advisory bodies and a financial statement[footnoteRef:4] are annexed to this Communication. [2:   	COM(2023)311 final 
https://commission.europa.eu/system/files/2023-06/COM_2023_311_1_EN.pdf]  [3:  	COM(2023)311 final Annex 1 
https://commission.europa.eu/system/files/2023-06/COM_2023_311_1_EN_annexe_autre_acte_part1_v7.pdf]  [4:  	COM(2023)311 final Annex 2 
https://commission.europa.eu/system/files/2023-06/COM_2023_311_2_EN_annexe_autre_acte_part1_v6.pdf] 

The Commission invited all institutions and advisory bodies to a meeting at political level on 7 July 2023 in order to start interinstitutional negotiations without delay in view of reaching an agreement between all institutions and the advisory bodies. Discussions are ongoing at technical level and further technical and political meetings are planned until the end of the year. This will allow all institutions and advisory bodies to exchange their views in view of coming to an agreement.
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