


[bookmark: Istambul]Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution on the new European strategy for a better internet for kids (BIK+)
1. Resolution tabled pursuant to Rules 136(5) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure
2. Reference numbers: 2023/2670 (RSP) / B9-0386/2023 / P9_TA(2023)0358
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 5 October 2023
4. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Culture and Education (CULT)
5. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it: 
The European Parliament welcomes and endorses all 3 pillars of the Better internet for kids strategy (BIK+): protection, empowerment and participation.
The resolution calls the Commission to ensure that:
· BIK+ is consistent with other priorities and legislative proposals (paragraph 14);
· communication with children is child-friendly (paragraph 14);
· more comparable research is available (paragraph 12); 
· children of all ages are involved in the monitoring process and the effective implementation (paragraph 14); 
· all children, including those in vulnerable situations, benefit from BIK+ (paragraphs 2 and 5).
The European Parliament calls on Member States to make more resources available for the Safer Internet Centres, to support European Digital Identity and to collect more data for evidence-based prevention and awareness raising (paragraphs 5, 7 and 12). The empowerment angle is also strongly emphasized (paragraph 6). There is a call on Member States to invest more into digital literacy, including peer-to-peer and lifelong learning opportunities (paragraphs 5 and 6). Youth participation is also a priority under the resolution. The European Parliament calls on the Commission to include children in the different strands of work (paragraph 14).
Additionally, mental health is also mentioned. The European Parliament sees a need for the EU Strategy to update the existing EU framework on mental health and well-being and to ensure full inclusiveness (paragraphs 9 and 11).
6. Response to the requests in the resolution and overview of the action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission: 
It is a key priority for the Commission to ensure that children are protect, empowered and respected online. To improve children’s well-being online, under BIK+ the Commission has developed a comprehensive approach with 3 pillars: 1) a safe, age-appropriate digital environment; 2) digital empowerment; 3) active participation of children.
Addressing the request in paragraph 5, the EU-funded Better internet for kids (BIK) platform[footnoteRef:1] and the network of Safer Internet Centres (SICs) help children, with specific consideration of those with disadvantaged backgrounds, to become empowered and responsible digital users and consumers. They contribute to raising awareness on online challenges and opportunities by offering a wealth of resources and support for parents, teachers, and the general public including helpline services and trainings. [1:  	Better internet for kids (BIK) platform] 

Additionally, the BIK+ complements the Digital Education Action Plan 2021-2027[footnoteRef:2], which puts forward a strategic vision for achieving effective and high-quality digital education for all. In its framework, the Commission adopted two proposals for Council recommendations – one on the key enabling factors for successful digital education and training[footnoteRef:3] and one on improving the provision of digital skills through education and training.[footnoteRef:4] The Commission also published Guidelines for teachers and educators on tackling disinformation and promoting digital literacy through education and training[footnoteRef:5]. [2:  	Digital Education Action Plan (2021-2027) | European Education Area (europa.eu)]  [3:  	Proposal for a Council recommendation on the key enabling factors for successful digital education and training]  [4:  	Proposal for a Council recommendation on improving the provision of digital skills in education and training]  [5:  	Guidelines for teachers and educators on tackling disinformation and promoting digital literacy through education and training] 

The BIK+ strategy also builds on the legislative framework provided by the Digital Services Act, where key enforcement priority is the protection of minors. The EU Code of Conduct on age-appropriate design (paragraph 10), announced in the BIK+ strategy, will be developed with the aim of being recognised as a Code of conduct under Article 45 of the Digital Services Act (DSA). The Code will also be aligned with and support the implementation of the Audiovisual Media Services Directive (AVMSD).
Concerning cyberbullying (paragraph 7), the co-funded SICs play an important role in supporting children’s mental health in the online environment through dedicated resources across all Member States, e.g. a cyberbullying kit for people with intellectual disabilities from the age of 12 for caregivers and police in Luxembourg, a dedicated mobile app for young people to report cyberbullying in France, online courses for teachers in Poland, and lesson plans on Coco’s law in Ireland.
The SICs also play a role in the implementation of the “DSA schoolyard guardian initiative” aimed at bringing the Digital Services Act closer to citizens, particularly children. This initiative was presented at the Education Session of the Education, Youth, Culture and Sports (EYCS) Council meeting on 23 November and aims at the voluntary creation of contact points in each school for online safety related questions, in full respect of national competences in education. The objective with this initiative is to make sure children and their carers know their rights, while raising awareness in schools across Europe on child safety online. Concretely, information packages and training to support national implementation measures have been made available by the Commission via the SICs and the BIK portal.
The Commission will also ensure that the harmonised 116 111 number addresses cyberbullying, in cooperation with the SICs helplines. The Commission also adopted a proposal on combating violence against women and domestic violence[footnoteRef:6] which provides for the EU-wide criminalisation of certain forms of violence against women, including cyber violence. [6:  	Proposal for a directive on combating violence against women and domestic violence] 

With regard to paragraph 12, the Commission proposed a revision of the Victims’ Rights Directive[footnoteRef:7], which aims to ensure that Member States create systems for the collection, production and dissemination of statistics on victims of crime. Additionally, via the network of SICs, in particular helplines and hotlines, the Commission gathers data on online risks and reports of child sexual abuse material. New Key Performance Indicators have been introduced in the grant agreements of the SICs and in the BIK portal to monitor the outreach of the network to children from vulnerable groups. [7:  	Proposal for a directive amending Directive 2012/29/EU establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of victims of crime, and replacing Council Framework Decision 2001/220/JHA] 

Moreover, under the BIK platform, a BIK+ Knowledge hub will be developed to establish a central access point for information, evidence, policy, and practice insights supporting the monitoring of the impact of digital transformation on children’s well-being. The Commission also funded the CO:RE project[footnoteRef:8], a free online database of research and evidence on children’s and young people’s digital lives comprising more than 1 700 publications and 1 300 studies from sources across Europe. [8:  	CO:RE project] 

The new communication on a comprehensive approach to mental health[footnoteRef:9] was also adopted with initiatives specifically targeting children and child victims addressing the requests under paragraphs 9 and 11. The Commission will now focus on the results it can achieve. [9:  	Communication on a comprehensive approach to mental health] 

Moreover, the Commission emphasizes that children’s and youth participation activities are at the heart of the BIK Youth programme[footnoteRef:10]. In particular, the BIK Youth Ambassadors support peer to peer and child to adult learning, at national and EU level. Children and young people will be involved in the development of the BIK+ Code of conduct on age-appropriate design and the evaluation of the implementation of the BIK+ strategy. The Commission will use the existing network of BIK Youth Ambassadors and BIK Youth Panels to reach diverse groups of children and young people – in terms of age, gender, disability, nationality, social and economic status –and gather their input. Child participation is also central in the EU Strategy on the rights of the child[footnoteRef:11] with the EU Children’s participation platform, set up in partnership with the European Parliament and child rights organisations. [10:  	BIK Youth programme]  [11:  	https://eur-lex.europa.eu/EN/legal-content/summary/eu-strategy-on-the-rights-of-the-child-and-the-european-child-guarantee.html ] 

Child-friendly documents are also regularly produced, e.g. the accessible and child-friendly version of BIK+[footnoteRef:12] is available in EU official and other languages, including Ukrainian. Furthermore, the brochure “The Digital Services Act (DSA) explained”, focusing on measures to protect children and young people online, was published in November 2023[footnoteRef:13]. [12:  	https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/0bbf001c-f041-11ec-a534-01aa75ed71a1 ]  [13: ;	https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/f3556a65-88ea-11ee-99ba-01aa75ed71a1/language-en] 
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